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Introducing the Socialist Party

The Socialist Party is like no other poli#cal We use every possible opportunity
party in Britain. It is made up of people  to make new socialists. We publish

who have joined together because we pamphlets and books, as well as CDs,
want to get rid of the pro!t system DVDs and various other informa#ve
and establish real socialism. material. We also give talks
Our aim is to persuade and take part in debates;
others to become a"end rallies, mee#ngs and
socialist and act for demos; run educa#onal
themselves, organising conferences; host
democra#cally and internet discussion
without leaders, to forums, make !Ims

bring about the kind presen#ng our ideas,

of society that we and contest elec#ons

are advoca#ng in this when prac#cal. Socialist
journal. We are solely literature is available
concerned with building in Arabic, Bengali, Dutch,

a movement of socialists for Esperanto, French, German,
socialism. We are not a reformist
party with a programme of policies to
patch up capitalism.

Turkish as well as English.
The more of you who join the Socialist

Italian, Polish, Spanish, Swedish and

Party the more we will be able to get our
ideas across, the more experiences we
will be able to draw on and greater will be
the new ideas for building the movement
which you will be able to bring us.

The Socialist Party is an organisa#on of
equals. There is no leader and there are
no followers. So, if you are going to join
we want you to be sure that you agree
fully with what we stand for and that we
are sa#s'ed that you understand the case
for socialism.

All original material is available under the Crea#ve
Commons A''ribu#on-NoDerivs 2.0 UK: England & Wales
(CC BY-ND 2.0 UK) licence.
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Editorial
Corbyn: set up to fall

AT THE Labour Party Conference in industries was not the victory for the which also promised a bright future a&er
September, Jeremy Corbyn successfully working class as some imagine, as thesethe Tory years. It introduced the Private
saw o! his challenger, Owen Smith, and industries, like their counterparts in the Finance Ini"a"ve bill, which introduced
will be leading the Party into the next private sector, have to operate at a pro#t, private capital into the public services,
General Elec"on with promises to build and this, at "mes, involved pay disputes, and par“cipated in the invasion of Iraq.

half a million council homes, na"onalise redundancies and strike ac"on. The Labour Party was formed in

the railways and invest in the Green In response to a balance of payments 1906 not with the aim of abolishing

economy. Will a Corbyn-led government crisis, Harold Wilson’s government of  capitalism but with that of reforming it

be able to live up to its promises? 1964-1970 introduced an incomes policy in favour of working class people. But
The history of previous Labour to limit workers wages, and re-introduced capitalism can only work in one way -- to

governments does not augur well. Like prescrip”"on charges in the NHS. It accumulate wealth in the interests of

Jeremy Corbyn, they made bold pledges,opposed the seamen’s strike of 1966 those who own and control the means
but faced with the reality of the capitalist and, although stopping short of sending of produc”on at the expense of those
system, they had to backpedal or go into troops, it supported the American war  who have to work to create this wealth.
reverse and implement an"-working classe!ort in Vietnam. It also gave its backing Labour governments can implement
policies that would have made the Tories to the Nigerian government, in its civii  some reforms, but cannot change
proud. war against the Biafran people, which ~ fundamentally the way capitalism works.
Ramsay MacDonald, Prime Minister  resulted in mass starva"on. When workers are presented with
of the 1929-31 Labour government, cut ~ The Labour government of 1974-1979, our case for abolishing capitalism and
unemployment bene#t and public sector in response to the recession of 1974-  establishing a world society of common
pay in response to the Great Depression.75, ini"ated a programme of public ownership without wages, money or
Clement A$lee’s 1945-51 government  expenditure cuts and, in order to combat na"on states, they usually dismiss this as
did establish the NHS and introduced  in%a"on, introduced an income policy  utopian and argue that it is more realis"c
some reforms that were bene#cial to restric"ng workers’ pay, which resulted in to elect a reforming Labour government.

workers, but it also sent in troops to the winter of discontent in 1979. It also However, we say that it is the policy of
break the dockers’ strike of 1949 and employed troops to break the #re#ghters'the Labour Party to reform capitalism
developed the UK’s #rst nuclear weaponsstrike in 1978. that is utopian, and that our vision of
Its na"onalisa"on of the coal and steel Then came along New Labour in 1997,socialism is the only realis"c op"on.
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FATHEINDERS

Vision‘impossibie

IT PROBABLY escaped most people’s
no!ce that it's 500 years since the
publicalon of Thomas More’s seminal
work Utopia, the "rst systemalc a#empt
since Plato to set out the de"ni'on of
an ideal society, though regre#ably this
includes (in More’s case) royal princes,
priests, the subjec!on of women, and
slaves.

Not everybody missed the occasion
though, as a recent ‘Utopia’ art exhibi'on

in London’s Somerset House bore witness

And with an eye for a good cover story,
New Scien!stecently went with ‘Utopia
— the quest for the perfect society, and
the lost civilisalon that found it’ (17
September).

This is of interest to socialists, not
because we have the slightest faith in

Imagined community in
New Harmony, Indiana,
as proposed by utopian
socialist Robert Owen.

Engraving by F. Bate, 183§.

known to go back a long way. Catalhdyuk, pris'ne and unsullied, out of sheer

a Neolithic se#lement in Turkey da!ng
from around 7,500 BC, famously lacks

yearning’. In other words, if your future
society is in any way based in reality, it's

perfect socieles (and even less belief in  any sign of warfare, or of social or gender not really a utopia. Which is a fair point.

supposedly lost paradises), but because
we so rarely see any mainstream

stral"calon.
Why did the Indus culture die out?

discussion which dares to venture outside Possibly due to climate change, or

the capitalist paradigm. U#er the word
‘utopia’ and we’re almost bound by law to

the Indus river changing course, or
earthquakes. Not content with such

follow the debate, even if we usually comeprosaic reasoning, some commentators

away disappointed with the poor quality
of the arguments.

So, to begin, what was the civilisalon
that, according to the magazine, was a

can't resist s!cking the capitalist boot in,
arguing that the demise was ideological
in form, resullng from a lack of con$ict-
driven dynamism and inven!on which led

‘Utopian’ is a bullying and derogatory
term used by people who believe in
the status quo and want to discredit
alternalves as unrealis!c. While there
have been genuinely utopian novels (and
utopian socialists) the vast majority of
either are not trying to create perfect
socieles, just be#er ones. ‘Normalve
"clon’ is a more accurate phrase,
meaning "c!on based on what ought to

utopia? The Indus Valley civilisalon, ac!veto cultural sclerosis and death. Of course be, according to the writer, as opposed to

in the Bronze Age from around 2600 to

there’s no evidence for this claim, and it

1900 BC. Why was it a utopia? Because ofloesn’t make much sense either. If lack

the lack of defensive structures, obvious
military weaponry and other signs of
organised con$ict. There is also no sign
of palalal structures, monuments or
depic!ons of obvious rulers, implying a
lack of social classes. This is signi“cant,

of con$ict is bad for you, one wonders
how humans managed to survive the
approximately 2.5 million years of the
Palaeolithic, during which Ime there is no
evidence of warfare whatsoever.

So were these places ‘utopias’? Hardly.

what is.

What ‘normalve’ novels do socialists
like? Three perennial favourites are
Morris'sNews From Nowherg890),
Ursula Le GuinBhe Dispossessétio74)
and Marge Piercy'¥/oman on the Edge
of Time(1976). They’re not perfect
though. Morris was a decent writer but

given that such evidence is abundant for But they suggest that war and con$ict did his novel is dragged to a stands!ll by the

contemporary civilisalons in Egypt and
the Twin Rivers.

not always and automa!cally follow from
the development of complex socieles

weight of exposilon, and the roman!c
medievalism looks hopelessly quaint

Carl Sagan liked to stress that absence @%er the expansion of agriculture. In othenowadays. The Le Guin story seems so

evidence is not evidence of absence. But
just as a lack of bus stops would strongly
imply a lack of buses, in archaeology
one can learn as much from what one
doesn't "nd as from what one does. Sir

words, war was not normal behaviour
but a forced adapta!on to hos!le local
condi'ons. Where those condi'ons did
not apply, war did not appear. This may
seem obvious but it is crucially relevant

Arthur Evans, the excavator of Knossos intoday, because we humans now have

Crete, found no defensive structures and

the technology to change our condilons.

controversially claimed on the basis of thisLogically, if we change them in the right

that Crete during the Minoan civilisalon
(3650 — 1400 BC) enjoyed a Pax Minoica
(Wikipedia). This view is s!ll open to
debate, although evidence of warfare is
even today described as ‘scanty’.

Such claims have been made before,
only to be overturned. The Maya were
thought to be peaceniks un!l their
inscrip!ons were deciphered, and they
turned out to be full of bloody ba#les
and torture-porn. Interes!ngly, the Indus
culture also has a script which has not
been deciphered.

S!ll, war-free complex socieles are

4

way, we can make war disappeatr.

So what of the magazine’s other
statement about ‘the quest for the perfect
society’? This amounted to a booklist of
utopian and dystopian novels, featuring
some obscure Tcentury texts but with
some surprising omissions, such as Sam
Butler, Edward Bellamy, Jack London,
Barry Skinner and William Morris. But
this might be because the writer de"nes
‘utopia’ less as a poli!cal idea than a
form of ar!s!c escapism: ‘They are never
places evolved from the here and now,
but fantasies conjured from scratch,

keen not to be accused of utopianism
that its anarchist planet is rendered as

a Dune-style hellhole full of miserable
ascel!cs, while Piercy’s work has some
weird no!ons about gender equality

(men ge&ng womb implants) and su'ers
somewhat from its own framing device,
which makes the anarcho-socialist ‘vision’
look un$ateringly like the delusion of a
paranoid schizophrenic.

Do people call us ‘utopians’? Of course,
and for the reason given above. But really,
all talk of utopias is beside the point.
Utopias don't exist, but dystopias do,
and we know that because we're living in
one. Though there are many good things
about capitalism, it is a real-life dystopia
that only suits the rich, and we don’t need
perfect visions to tell us what we need to
do about it.

PJS
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What couldsocialismbe like?

Socialism will be a global society based on the common ownership and democrasc control of the world’s

natural and industrial resources. But how might this work? How will produceon, decision-making and

culture be asected?

ere will be a complete

transformalon in the calculalon

of resources, and their produc!on
and distribu'on. In capitalism ar!cles
of wealth (commodiles) are produced
to be bought and sold on markets, at
a pro"t. This trade in commodi'es
generates: waste; pollu'on and
externali'es; overproduc!on and under
-produc!on; built-in obsolescence;
quan!'ty over quality; crisis and booms;
poverty amidst plenty; employment for
some and a waste in human poten!al for
most; and obscene wealth for the few.

With no commodity produc!on and
trade there will be no exchange value
and prices, just the inputs and outputs
of resources and human needs. The
decision-making process will aim to
ensure thee’s su#cient stock control
to meet projected needs through
calculalon in kind.

This decision-making process will
also con"gure: environmental impact
assessments; a high standard of quality
control and durability; posi!ve recycling
- where products will be deliberately
designed so to ensure that they last
longer and when they are passed their
usefulness all their component parts
are easily recycled into other useful
products; and transporta!on miles for
distribu!on of human needs so the
shortest journey possible is covered. This
e#ciency of calcula'on will ensure the
energy required for producing needs will
be kept to a minimum and promote the
produc'!on of renewable energy sources.

Decision-making

Here the system will be par!cipatory
delegate democracy. In capitalism
polilcal par'es represent the seclonal
interests within the capitalist class

with all of them compe!ng for poli!cal
control of the state and its machinery
of government. With no sec!onal
interests to be represented when there
is common ownership, there won't be
polilcal par'es or a state machinery.
Nonetheless, major issues will be
thrashed out with decisions being made
on what's the best course of ac!on for
gaining a successful outcome.

A bo$om up decision-making process
involving voluntary par!cipalon cannot
be imposed by a hierarchy or a vanguard
or the concept becomes meaningless.
The basic building block is the

SocialistStandard October 2016

community or neighbourhood assembly,
face-to-face mee!ngs where cilzens
meet to discuss and vote on the issues
of the day, not that there will need to be
a vote on every issue as most of day-
to-day work carried out will be rou'ne.
These assemblies elect mandated and
recallable delegates who then link with
other assemblies forming a confederated
council, a ‘community of communiles’.
The di%erence between this form of
delegate democracy and our current
form of representalve democracy is that
in a representalve democracy power is
given wholesale to the representalve
who then is free to act on their own
ini'alve. In a delegate democracy the
inilalve is set by the elec!ng body and
the delegate can be recalled at any !me
should the elec!ng body feel that their
mandate is not being met, thus power
remains at the base.

Culture

Due to the impact of common
ownership on the global community
there’ll be even more of an increase
in cultural choices and op!ons than
there is under capitalism. Unrestricted
to the social conformity of private
property relalonships, individuals and
communiles will be able to focus on
an ongoing celebralon of freedom of
expression - leading to an increase in
cultural diversity.

Leisure aclviles are likely to
increase in scope and decrease in size.
Presently, with package holidays the
most a%ordable way of taking a break
from the drudgery and monotony of the
produc!on line or the o#ce, they are the
most popular form of holiday.

In socialism, where the principle of
free access underpins the common
ownership of the means of living,
our op!ons and choices on travel
and holidays would be extended and
in&uenced by what posilve contribu!on
we can make to the country we are
visi'ng. And with package holidays
and mass tourism a thing of the past,
it is likely holidays in socialism would
not be restricted within a !mescale of
10 to 14 days of hec!c hedonism, but
transformed into an unique opportunity
to stay in a par!cular loca'on for as long
as it takes to understand the history
and culture of that region. In e%ect the
transformalon in the social rela!onships

from private property ownership to
common ownership will radically alter
our percep!on of culture, leisure and
travel.

Human nature

But wouldn't all this be against human
nature? No. Socialists make a dis!nc!on
between human nature and human
behaviour. That people are able to
think and act is a fact of biological

and social development (human
nature), but how they think and act

is the result of historically speci"c
social condi'ons (human behaviour).
Human nature changes, if at all, over
vast periods of Ime; human behaviour
changes according to changed social
condi'ons. Capitalism being essen!ally
compe!lve and predatory, produces
vicious, compe!!ve ways of thinking
and ac!ng. But we humans are able

to change our society and adapt our
behaviour, and there is no reason why
our ralonal desire for human wellbeing
and happiness should not allow us to
establish and run a society based on co-
operalon.

Needs have a physiological and a
historical dimension. Basic physiological
needs derive from our human nature
(e.g. food, clothing and shelter), but
historically condi'oned needs derive
from developments in the forces of
produc!on. In capitalism, needs are
manipulated by the impera!ve to sell
commodiles and accumulate capital,
basic physiological needs then take the
historically condi'oned form of ‘needs’
for whatever the capitalists can sell us.

Social evolu'on suggests that no
mode of produc!on is cast in stone and
the dynamics of change also a%ects
capitalism as a social system. Studies
of social systems with dis!nct social
relalonships related and corresponding
to their speci'c mode of produc!on
have iden!"ed, for instance, primilve
communism, cha$el slavery, feudalism,
and capitalism. All of these socie!es
changed from one into another due
to the contradic!ons inherent in that
society and also due to technological
advancement which each society found
itself incapable of adap!ng to. Capitalism
reached this point over a century ago. It's
Ime to move on to socialism.
GRAVEDIGGER



SCience versus ReligiOn while millions in the world are haunted by insecurity, poverty,

starvalon and the fear of war. And they feel that something
could be done about these things, considering the enormous
produc!ve poten!al and ingenuity of modern technology. Yet
it is exactly here that religion, or what is le$ of it, has become
thoroughly integrated with the sick philosophy of modern
capitalism — that the only things we can have in this life are
the things that don'’t really ma%er. This is not only false — it is
dangerous for the future of humanity. What angers the socialist
is what this vague religious a&tude which many people s!l|
Yretain enables their feelings and thoughts to be manipulated
that science has all the answers, because that seems to mean by the unscrupulous, through modern techniques and media of
’ persuasion, so that they are not le$ free to do their own thinking.

that there is no hope qf an alterna!vg to the way things are. In a mul'tude of subtle ways people are persuaded that no
Thgy W.OU|d rather believe that th‘?fe is a way of solving probler’q%al relief or improvement is possible — above all, that there is
which lies outside the realm of science and common sense. nothing they themselves can do '

In spite of the desire to escape the pressures and anxie!es Ofabout their problems
the modern world, and a readiness to abandon common sense IN| | <o of retrealné from
order to embrace the supposed certain!es of religion, more andscience the socialist applies
more people are "nding di#culty in taking it seriously because Sgcien"'é enquiry even more
many things about religion contradict each other or experience.thorm'Jghly _ to human a'airs

The anomalies and absurdiles that make it di#cult or themselves — and asks how
impossible for the majority of people to take religion seriously it is that our living standards
are o$en excused by religious apologists as being accidental ur personal relalonships '
features that could be straightened out. They ignore the fact tha]%dustrial rela'oné commércial
religion has had a very long history and prehistory during WhiChprac'ce interﬁalo;}al a'airs
the process of straightening out has been going on all the 'me. are és fhey are .and why tﬁey
If we study the history and the geography of religion, we can Se@hange as the;/ do. Instead of
that the absurdiles are fundamental, and that when they are .0 humility and r.esigna'on
"nally eradicated it will mean the eradica!on of religion itself. the éocialist approach is o'ne,

The reasons which make people want to turn to religion are of knowledge — of coping with
genuine reasons. They are su#ciently aware of the world they reality instead of escaping into
live in to know that life for the great majority of people, even

IN SPITE of the rapid decay of organised religion in most
European countries, many people s!ll cling to a vague belief
in God and in related religious ideas. A few adopt and defend
them fervently. How can this be so in the modern world of gene
therapy and spce research?

In spite of the overwhelming success of the scien!"c method
of thinking and its applicalon to achieving prac!cal results, it
seems to bring as many evils as bene"ts. For this reason, man
people distrust and fear science. They do not want it to be true

in ‘advanced’ countries, is hurried, anxious and stul'fying, higher things”
ﬂ:f . q q .ﬂg ownership of the means of life and poverty, more like accepting that ‘the
; i,#j- e g e - production for pro!t can end poverty. poor ye shall always have’ and trying to

= L By ‘poverty’ he means a lack of enough palliate it.

¢ o) S sl @
COOklng the bOOkS means of consumption. As the Joseph In any event, their plan is based on

Roundtree Foundation puts it, ‘poverty  there being steady long-term economic

Dreammg of endmg means not being able to heat your home, growth, which capitalism is incapable
poverty pay your rent, or buy essentials for your of delivering. This, because under it

children.’ production goes through a series of ever-
‘ENDING POVERTY need not be a This is a consequence, for some, of recurring boom/slump cycles, during the
utopian dream’, was the headline of an  poverty in the means of production as  slump phase of which poverty increases.
article by Philip Collins in th&imes these are owned and controlled by a The plan also assumes that more money
(2 September), subheaded ‘Thomas minority only of society. Such poverty will be allocated to pay more effective

More’s vision of a perfect society may be is the basis of capitalism and so is never bene!ts whereas this would eat into
outlandish but it reminds us that Britain  going to be ended as long as capitalism prolts and, in a period of slump, as there

can change for the better.’ lasts. But what about poverty in the meanfas been since 2009, governments are

This year is the 500anniversary of the of consumption? Most people in Britain  obliged to cut back on benelts to relieve
publication of More’dUtopiain Latin. are able to heat their home, pay for their the burden of taxation on pro!ts.

An English translation appeared in 1551.housing and buy essentials for their Despite what Collins claims, abolishing

More did imagine a regimented society children and so are not poor in that sensepoverty under capitalism is an unrealistic
with for instance, as Collins pointed out, They get enough to keep themselves !t dream. Ensuring that everybody, literally
everyone having to dress the same. But for work, raise children to replace them, everybody, gets decent food, clothing,

it is not this aspect that has interested  and save something for their old age. Buthousing, education and the other things
socialists. It's his imaging a society some, over 10 percent of the population, needed for an enjoyable life is only
without private property where there is  do not possible on the basis of the common
planned production to meet needs and How does Collins think this can be ended®wnership of the means of production
whose members have free access to He follows the Roundtree Foundation because society, freed from vested

what they need ‘without money, without which has elaborated a plan to ‘solve’ interests and production for pro!t, would
exchaunge, without any gage, pawne, or poverty. Under this, by 2030 ‘no one is  then be in a position to use modern
pledge.’ ever destitute; less than one in ten of the technology to produce what is needed to
Collins (who was Blair’s speechwriter)  population are in poverty at any one time;do this. As More pointed out, ‘seying they
is an open supporter of capitalism and  and nobody is in poverty for more than  be all thereof parteners equallie, therefore
thinks that a society based on minority ~ two years.’ This doesn’t sound like endingcan no man there be poore or nedie.’
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think that Loughton’s enthusiasm for her
and the party has declined.

Andrea'sFriend

THERE HAVE been many Prime Minister
who have tamed some persistently
disrup!ve rival by giving them a job. So
there were many ques!ons asked when
Theresa May promoted the likes of Boris
Johnson, Liam Fox and David Davis. And
among them was Andrea Leadsom, now
Minister for the Environment. During

the EU Referendum and subsequent
Conservalve leadership contest Leadsom
was notable for having certain doubts
about her antecedents, her unwavering
prejudices and her forceful style of
expressing them. It seemed likely that
she would emerge as a front runner in a
Tory leadership contest. Except that she
withdrew before it came to that, which
gave May a free run and the opportunity
to promote the likes of Johnson, Fox and
Davis — and Leadsom herself.

lunke! !
n fact his experience in poli'cs has
probably taught him something about
humilialon. His &rst a#tempt to get into
Parliament was in 1992 as a candidate
for She'eld Brightside. This was also in
its way something of a cock-up. She'eld
Brightside was represented by David
Blunke#, blind but relentlessly ambi'ous,
who in that elec!on took 29,771 votes
while Loughton got 7,090. What may
not have been apparent to Loughton
massaging his grief was that Blunke#’s
career would not be some kind of
conqueror’s march through the seats and

Blunke# of Brightside and Hillsborough

of important and in"uen!al ministries

— typically Home Secretary — but was
repeatedly cut down by what came to
be coyly described as * highly publicised
ma#ers relalng to

his personal life’ or

‘ external business

March

When Leadsom, framed in some
expensive London doorway, announced
her withdrawal to the assembled hacks
and media gossips, it was apparent that
she was supported by, among others,

a man whose proximity to her and
whose forlorn expression proclaimed
that he was her most ardent supporter.
This was Tim Loughton, the Tory MP

for East Worthing and Shoreham, who
was brie"y Under Secretary of State for
Children and Families. He had become
a#ached to Leadsom when they were

— like David Davis — undergraduates

at Warwick University. They were also
members of The Patricians — a black !e
dining club. Loughton was already ac!ve
in the Conservalve Party and signed
her up. It was natural that this should
encourage rumours about a rather deeper

relalonship but Loughton has always p h | of
denied this (as if it mat#ered). He later ~ Secretary to speed up the renewal of a

took a close interest in her as another Tor;P""S'S'pOrt appllca!on by the_F|I|p|no hanny
MP and when Cameron resigned and she of one of his female acquaintances.
announced that she was in the running
for the leadership he stood out among
her closest supporters. He organised a
campaign which included a small, but
noisy ‘march’ on Parliament energised

by the shouts between Loughton and

the rest: ‘Who Do We Want?...Andrea
Leadsom$$$...When Do We Want Her?...
Now$$$’ The 'ming of this must have bee
faulty as it happened just before Leadsom
decided to drop out of the contest so

that Loughton later had to admit that the
whole thing was ‘a bit of a cock-up’. A%er
all, Leadsom had quickly abandoned the
‘march’ to take a posh taxi to the House o

of professional
judgement were 0%en
under scru!ny, such as
when an ex-Director
General of the Prison

Above: Leadsome.
Right: Blunke!
and Loughton

Service recalled that
Blunke# had advised
him to subdue rio'ng
prisoners through
the use of the army
and machine guns. In one crucially
in"uenlal case it was revealed that he

Sacked

Well, Loughton was able to o*er a
varialon on that. For the 1997 eleclon he
had a gentler ride at the breezy seaside
resort of East Worthing and Shoreham,
where the accepted standards of poverty
were rather easier than among the mills
|,fflnd mines of She'eld. In the 1997
elec!on Loughton won with a majority

of 5,098, which at subsequent elec!ons
rose un!l in 2015 it reached 14,949. In
May 2010 he had been promoted to a
post known as ‘Childrens’ Minister* and
fIaid down his working principles by a
vote against same sex marriages on the
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endured a long period of being in and out

Commons. However there is no reason to grounds that ...marriage is a religious

ins!tu'on and should be kept as a union
between one man and one woman’.
Despite or perhaps because of this a
few months later he was sacked in one

of David Cameron’s reshu+es. Loughton
did not take this too well, describing it

as an example that the government had
‘dropped the ball’ over the recurrent
scandal of child exploitalon — ‘the
children and families agenda has been

a declining priority’, When a reporter

from the local Worthing newspapére
Argusasked him ‘If you were doing such a
great job why did Cameron sack you?’ he
replied ‘You tell me... | was summoned to
see the Prime Minister. | actually thought
there was a chance | would get promoted.
He sat me down and told me what a

corridors of Westminster. The future Baronwonderful job | had done. Then he said he

wanted to give someone else a go'.

Warl

Loughton’s response to this treatment
was to declare a kind of war of relentless
gues!oning against those who had taken
over from him at what was known as the
Department of Educalon. He dismissed
his successor the Lib Dem Sarah Teather

interests’. His standards (who was also sacked) on the grounds

that, unlike him, she ‘...did not believe in
family as she certainly did not produce
one of her own’. This was an argument
subsequently used against Theresa
May, poin!ng out that she is childless as
against Leadsom being
a mother of three.

He condemned the
Minister, then Michael
Gove, being like Young
Mr Grace in the TV
sitcomAre You Being
Served?The response
from an anonymous
member of the sta* at the Ministry was
to use theSpectatoifor an adjec!ve-

had apparently used his powers as Home laden descrip!on of Loughton as ‘a lazy,

incompetent narcissist obsessed only with
self-promo!on’. By that !me Loughton

had been reported for using a four le#er
exple!ve about an unpaid volunteer in
Worthing who had reacted to a picture

of him si/ng with some children in a

local school by asking how many of them
would be su*ering from worse poverty

as a result of his government’s policies.
In the Sunday Time®f 7 August Dominic
Lawson referred to ‘The unfailingly foolish
Loughton’ but it is not just the likes of

him that we need to be concerned over.
Think about Baron Blunke#, David Davis,
Michael Gove etc and about this society,
with its gruesome system which they are
allowed by us to represent.

IVAN
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FARC and
the war In
Colombia

IN CUBA the current government of
Colombia and the Revolulonary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC) signed a pead
accord, nego'ated over the last four

years, which may put an eventual end |egs safe, remote areas of the country
to one of the longest running civilwars  and the rotalon of budgetary resources
in mo.dern Imes. There are also smaller  fom the military apparatus into other
guernlla forces such as the Nalonal more produc!ve areas, such as physical
Liberalon Army (ELN) and the People’s  gnq social investment in neglected rural
Revolulonary Army (ERP), but FARC are greas plagued with armed consict. Over
the most important actor. Ime, the economic peace dividend is

A nalonal referendum will be held to  expected to more than 0%set the inilal
con”rm the terms of the peace agreement ¢osts associated with the disarmament

after a 52-year civil war that has cost and integralon of the rebel forces into
220,000 lives and driven more than 5 civil society’.

million people from their homes. FARC Much of the media mistakenly describe
was set up as an armed wing of the FARC as Marxist, the more nuanced

Colombian Communist Party in 1964 and yeports calling it Marxist-Leninist, but
has been in con$ict with the government its roots are in a peasant war against
ever since. At the height of its power, it government policies, in par!cular, the
controlled up to one-third of the country,  Accelerated Economic Development

typically remote, rural parts, but its scheme. This was a plan to promote
associalon with the Communist Party  |arge-scale farming to produce bigger
did not mean that it was ideologically yields of agricultural and animal

driven. It responded opportunisically to  products for export, and for which the
the changing conditons of its support  government 0%ered subsidies to big
—the peasantry - which may explain its  farmers and ranchers. This favoured the

con!nuity for over 50 years. ~large land-owners who ran the la!fundio-
Alberto Ramos, head of Laln American type estates which by 1970 occupied

Economics at Goldman Sachs, told 77 percent of the arable land. Based

CNBC, ‘The economic peace dividend o g legalis!c interpretalon of what

is expected to materialise gradually, consltuted ‘e&cient use’ of the land,

through higher tourism and domes!c thousands of peasants were forcefully

and foreign investment, par!cularly in evicted from their farms and

migrated to the ci'es, where

FARC!guerillas,!2006 they became part of the
industrial labour pool. And so
it increased the concentralon
of land ownership among

¢ ca'le ranchers and urban

o ' industrialists, whose

& | : businesses expanded

their pro"ts as a result

of reduc!ons in the cost

of labour wages a#er the
displacement of peasants

to the ciles. In 1961, the
dispossession of farmland had

! ‘.“Tﬂ'_"l"’_:"." =y
L
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Coleelplanta’on,!Colombia

produced 40,000 landless families and by
1969 their numbers amounted to 400,000
throughout Colombia.

Bur as so o#en happens in such
insurgency, FARC resorted to kidnapping
for ransom and tra&cking drugs to "nance
its war. This newly-acquired source of
wealth a'racted a large number of new
members who sought to escape the
increasing poverty levels in Colombia.
The drug trade harmed its reputalon
and in 1982 FARC changed its name
to the FARC-EP for Ejército del Pueblo,
meaning ‘People’s Army’, then formed
the Unién Patrié!ca (UP), a polilcal
party, with the Colombian Communist
Party (PCC) in 1985. Their ini'al success
was soon undermined by a campaign of
assassinalon by right-wing paramilitary
death squads and the private armies
of the cocaine drug cartels. By 1988,
between 200 and 500 UP leaders,
including UP Presiden!al candidate Jaime
Pardo Leal, were assassinated. From 1988
to 1992, between 4,000 and 6,000 UP
members, including another presiden!al
candidate, Bernardo Jaramillo Ossa, were
murdered.

Those with crilcal facul'es such as
socialists try to understand just what
FARC aspire to and rather than being
a society inspired by Mary, it is much
more mundane, a run-of-the-mill mixed
economy, which means capitalism with
a prominent state sector. Nor would
Colombia be the "rst country in which
guerrilla leaders become integrated with
the prevailing system, and even becoming
the government, for example, the Maoists
in Nepal. However, much nearer at home,
we see Sinn Fein power-sharing with their
previous enemies.

ALJO
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gonna ea¢en...

=

e I R
& 144+ Ad |
' X i AAL

Joking Aside

On 9 September North Korea carried out yet another nuclear test. The further spread of nuclear weapons
inevitable while capitalism lasts.

octet of the US, Russia, Britain, France, China, Pakistan, North Korea’'s leader, Kim Jong-un, and by association the

India and Israel when it detonated a nuclear device which  country he rules over are often depicted as comical, something
its neighbour South Korea recorded at 3.6 on the Richter scale.we can safely laugh at, and thus swiftly dismiss. Two years
The group’s leader, a serial hypocrite and liar, responded - after Kim Jong-un assumed supreme leadership of
immediately, with the White House braying: ‘an hd his country the 2014 lilm ThesInterview was
explosion would constitute a provocative act \, Hollywood’s shot at lampooning him that ends
in deliance of the will of the international & happily with a rescue for the movie’s hero, a
community’. The ‘international community’, US talk show host, by an American Seals unit
being the name of the group, is very protective A1 and a de-nuclearised North Korea advancing
of their instruments, and the music they play, § towards the American model of democracy.
and new players can expect a discordant The trio of Hitler, Stalin, and Mao whose state
welcome. Thus the White House expected policies were directly responsible for the
one its groupies, the UN Security Council, murder of tens of millions of people were also
to ‘take immediate actions to respond to this early targets for satirists. Charlie Chaplin, who
unprovoked act’ (Guardian,® October 2006). lampooned Hitler in the 1940 movie ThesGreate
Exclusion from the group meant North Korea Dictator’ said later: ‘that had he known the true
was now a soloist intent on further developing its extent of Nazi atrocities, he could not have made fun
instrument. The leader of the group though felt reasonably of their homicidal insanity’.
secure as North Korea didn’t possess a nuclear warhead Is it insanity — or just normality? Killing people is big
small enough to be mounted on a long range rocket, and thus business. Developing and manufacturing weapons to

I tis now ten years ago that North Korea joined an exclusive capable of devastating targets as far away as the United States.
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luckedeout’—sbarelyfomdispatch.con).e
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NortheKorea.eee
ANDYMATTHEWS

Non-armed US Trident
SLBM launch, with mul!ple
re-entry warheads
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Over two months has now passed since the Briesh people cast their vote on the UK’s membership
of the European Union. While the mass-parecipatory process of the referendum and aspects of the
arguments used by either side were of some interest to socialists (rising above the norm of what now
passes for poliecs), in the main the whole asair and its outcome were disappoineng for us.

Brexit, the nason-state and
the workers

questionsthatewasesframedeasehavingesupremes companiesshaveealwaysesupportedsthesconcepteofethes
Ai‘ortance-(‘a-once-in-a-generation-chance-to-set-the- EuropeaneUnion.eThesesmultinationalsecansinveststenseofe

futurescourseeofethescountry’)ewassyeteagaineasdebatee billionseofeeuroseandeaccepteregulationseinereturneforeassecures
aboutewhicheparticularsversioneorsconeigurationsofecapitalisme investmentsclimate.sTheyearesnotereallyeconcernedswhethere
shouldsbeesselected.sInsthisecase,sthesspecisicequestionsofe right-of-centresoreleft-of-centresgovernmentsearesinepowereine

whethereastrans-nationalssystemeofecapitalismeoreasmoree anyeindividualecountrysacrossethesmanyenationseofsEurope;e
traditionalenationalsorganisationeofecapitalism,sshouldsbes allsthatecountssisethatetheresiseasbroadlyssimilar,epro-businesse
chosen.s climatesinsthesescountries.sThesEU+as-thesorganisationale

Givensthatethesvastemajoritysofstheselectorateesareememberse frameworkeinewhichsthissmacro-policysisesimplementedsise
ofsthesworkingeclass,sthatsthesturnoutewaserelativelyshigheands attractiveetosthem.e
theevoteswaseclose*to+50/50,itbroadlysmeansejusteunderehalfe However,ssomescapitalistseineBritainedosnotesubscribestoe
theeworkerseofeBritainewantedetoeretainethescurrentssystemes  thisearrangement.sThesesincludessmallsbusinessesemainlys
whilestheeotherepartewantedstoereturnetosthessocietysthate producingegoodseoresupplyingeservicessforstheslocalshomes
theyeeithersrememberedeorsimaginedsexistedebefores1973.«  market.eTheyesaresconcernedewitheday-to-dayestrugglesetosmakes
Socialistsehavesnosfundamentalsinteresteoneadjudicatingeons  andekeepeprositseandsforewhomsethesregulationsefromeBrusselse
thisequestion.sNonetheless,*Brexitewillcundoubtedlyesremaine  areeburdensome.sAlsostheresareslargescapitalisteenterprisese
thesdominanteissue«ofsBritishepoliticseforeyearsetoscomesand-ite whoseedominantstradesinegoodseoreservicessarestosdestinationss
doeseshedssomes-lighteonsthescurrentenaturesofsthesinteractione outsidesthesEU.sIt'seworthenotingsthatethessignisicantesinanciale

betweenetheestate,sthesworkerseandsthescapitalists. supporterseofsthesLeavessidescamesfromsthesessectorseofsthes
economye(sinance,eretail,scatering,spublishing)swhereeanye
Split in the capitalist class benesitseofsEUsmembershipearesmarginal.

Althoughstheereferendumeitselfeandethesdebatecinethesrun-upe
toeiteweresundoubtedlysexercisessinepopularedemocracy,eit Mendacity and exaggeration
wasn'tsthesauthenticedemocracyethateweeespouse.eThesreals  Sucheassplitsinethescapitalisteclassecomplicatesethestaskeofe
struggleeandsmotivationsforstheereferendumewaseasconelicte government.esInemostecasesetheresiseasconsensualsvieweamongste
betweenetwoesectionseofsthesBritishecapitalisteclass.slteisstrues thescapitalisteclasseaboutsthesmajorseconomicequestionseofsthee
thatemanyepeoplesattendedespublicemeetings,sparticipatedeine  daysandstheegovernmente(whateversitssnominalspersuasion)s
radioephone-ins,swentealongetoeTVedebateseandsengagedeineonimplementsepolicieseinelineswithethiseviewswithsthee
lineediscussionsforums.eMostepeoplesgenuinelysbelievedsinsthequsticicationstosthespublicethateiteisesnecessarystospromotesand.
viewsetheyessharedewithefriendseorecolleagues.» ensuresprosperity.*Wheneassectioneofsthescapitalisteclassecomese
Howeversthesesideaseandeargumentsethatstheysdeployeds  toeasviewsthateisedivergentsfromemoresmainstreameelementse
weresreslectivesofeaswidersclimatesthatchadsbeensdevelopings ofethesclasse(sucheassinsthisecasesthesneedtosleavesthesEU)sane
overstheeprevioussfewedecades.sAneunderlyingecontroversys  alternativesapproachetosdirectlyeliaisingswithegovernmente

hasebeenegrowingeineBritishecapitalismeateleastesincesthee mustebesemployed.eThensenoughevoterse(thesvastemajority
latee1980seaboutsthesmeritseofsBritain’ssmembershipe ! beingeworkers)emustebesencouragedstosbelievesthatethes
ofsthesEU.sInitiallysthesmanifestationeofethisewaselimitede | Vote proposedepolicysneedsetosbecsimplementedeandstheys
toethesformationsofesmallepressuresgroupseassociateds Lea"e mustebesusedstoeplacespressureesonsthesgovernment.e
withsthesConservativesPartysand-thesoccasionalscriticale ¢ "7 Insthatesensesthespowersthatsthesuniversalsfranchises
columneinstheeright-wingepressebuteEuro-scepticisme : givesstoeworkerseiseexploited.e

GivensthatsthesLeavesside«ofe
capitalismeweresvictorious,e
thiseleadsetoeaneanalysiseofe
thesargumentssthatstheys
deployedeinsthesdebatesande
whyetheyeultimatelysprovede
successful.
Firsteofealleitthasstoebeesaide
thatethesLeaveecampaignetolde
someewhoppingeliesetoegete
theirsvotesout.eThesRemaine
sidesweren’tefarsbehinds

soonespreadesintoewiderssociety.sThesveryslargescapitaliste
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instheireoverblownsdoom-ladenepredictionseofeseconomice electionseinemostecountries).
catastrophesthatewouldebefallsBritaineaftereexit.«Ofscourses Right-wingepopulism
mendacityeandeexaggerationearesparteandeparceleofepoliticale Whilesmanysofethessmalleleft-wingegroupseencouragedsae
campaignseunderecapitalismeandsinefacteonesofsthesmeanssbye Leavesvotes(whereasesocialistsswanteaneendstoealleversionssofe
whicheworkersearescontinuallyeinveigledsintoesupportingsthes  capitalismewhetherenationallysbasedeorsgloballysorganised),e
continuationeofsthescapitalistesystemeelectioneaftereelection.  theemainsthrusteofsthesLeavessideshadeallsthestime-honoureds
ThestwoemaineplankseofsthesLeavescampaignewerestheslosseofshallmarkseoferightewingepopulism.sThisswasemosteclearlys
democracyeinsbeingeparteofsthesEUsandsthesinabilitystoecontrolemanifestedsby-the-politicalepartysUKIPsbeing-thesmainegrass-
levelseofsimmigrationsfromeEuropeanscountrieseintosthesUKes  rootseorganisationsofethesBrexiteers,sledsbysNigeleFarage..
(althoughstheslargesEUsmembershipsfeeswassalsosascomplaint)ParagesiseasformersTorysandeinshiseespousaleofsanti-immigrante
These-tworissuessweressummedsup-by-theireeffectivesslogan-ofwolutionsstosthesproblemssofemodernesociety,sespecially=duringe

urgingspeoplestoe‘takesbackecontrol’.e insecurestimes,*hasshademanyspredecessorseinsEuropeans
ThesLeavessidesweresappealingstostwoedisparatestargets history.CurrentlysDonalds Trumpeiseploughingeassimilarsfurrowe

audiencesewithsthissmessages—seirstly,epatrioticeands inethesUnitedsStatesetryingetoeexploitethesdisenchantmenteofs

traditionalistepeoples(more-likelysTorysvoters)swhoenevers assubseteofeAmericansworkerss(white,sbluescollar)swithsthes

accepted-the-(sIight)-diminution-of-national-sov_er_eignty-that- failureseofecapitalismstosprovidesthemewitheasdecentslife.sIne
waseasrequirementeofeEUsmembership.sAsesocialistsswessays normalsconditions,sthesLaboursPartysmightshavessuccessfully

theearguments counteredetheeatavisticeappealsofeUKIPsbuteonesimportanteside-
abouteaslackeofs  effecteofethescampaigne(thatshassbecomesasfrontepagesstoryeine
democracy-ise itseaftermath)sconcernsethestravailseofethesLaboureParty.e
fallacious.-Evene Foreashundredeyearssitshassdeclaredsitselfsthesvoicesofs
insthescontexte unionisedsworkerseandstheirsfamilies,sinitiallysseekingstoe
ofepoliticals transformethescapitalistesystem,sthenesettlingsforeattemptinge
structurese toeamelioratesthesworsteexcesseseofscapitalismebefores«inallye

withinecapitalists  yndersthesBlair/Browneleadershipsbeing-asstraightforwards
states,sthesUKeis* managersofethessystemevirtuallysindistinguishablesfromsthes
onesofsthesfews rivalsToryeparty.sThisscompletescapitulationstoscapitalismeands
democraciess abandonmenteofeevenethesrhetoriceofechangeshaseproduceds
withebotheane aswidesswatheeofedisillusionedsformersLaboursvoters,smanye
unelectedsheads  ofswhomeweresenticedeintosswitchingstosUKIP.ltsisstruesthate
ofestatesande JeremyeCorbyn,eassthescurrenteleader,shaseinjectedssomes
unelectedsseconde excitementsintosprogressivespolitics.sHowevershiseelectionslaste
chamber.ltshass  yearsinesomeswayseonlysemphasisesstheserraticeandsrudderlesse
asvotescountings  statesofsthesLaboursParty;sgoingsfromsBlair,sarguablysitssmoste
systems(eirste right-wingeleadersinehistorysnowetositsemostsleft-wingeleader,
pastethespost)e andewithinsaerelativelyeshortetime«frame.

thatetypicallye Ultimatelysthesoutcomesofsthesvoteswasesurprisingsands
createsehugesdiscrepanciesebetweensvotesereceivedsby-anye generallysunwantedsbyethesleaderseofeglobalscapitalism.s
particularepartysandethesnumbersofeMPseelected.Insanyscase,* Sincesthesend-ofsthesSecond-WorldsWar,thestrendshassbeens
realepowerswithinecapitalismedoesenoteentirelyslieswitheelecteds towardseasglobalisedeorganisationsofecapitalismedrivensbysthee
MPS.’And‘Of'COUI'SG'thE‘bUreauCI'atS'in‘BrUSSG|S,°adminiSteringhajorointernationa|ocompanies.(the-topotieroofocapiteﬂism).oofo
Euro-widescapitalismehaveenosmoresorslesseasmandatesthane courseeasewitheallesocio-economicepatterns,sthisstrendedoese

theebureaucratseineWhitehallshandlingeexclusivelysBritishe noteproceedssmoothlysbuteoccurssinesitssandsstartssthoughsthes
capitalism. underlyingepatterneiseclearlyevident.
Theeseconde-audiencescouldebesdescribedsasebeingemores WilleBrexitsbeslooked+backsonsas+asone-offeoddity-peculiare
Labour-orientedeineinclination. -For-example,othe-media- tooBritainooroasoaoharbingeroofothings-to-come'omarki ngeae
reported-disquiet-in-thissconstituency+(‘working-classe departuresfromethiseparticularstrendsofsglobalisation?+Ine
commu nities’-as-they-were-referred-to)-arising-from- anyocase-overothe-yearS,ocapita]ism-hasoprovedoitse]f.ano
globalisation-and-a-feeling-ofsbeing«‘leftsbehind’-Capitalisms  adaptablessystemeandsultimatelyswillshavesnosserioussproblems
haseinternationalisedeitself,swhichewasealwayseinevitable,s accommodatingeBritaineoutsidesthesEU.¢
butemanyeworkersearesusedstoecapitalismeorganisedsarounds Itecansbeedifsicultetosextractsgoodsnewssforesocialistsswhene

theenation-state.sUpt0°2016,*Britainemayswellchaveshadethes commentingeonethescurrenteaffairseofecapitalism.sFromeas
fastestegrowing-economy-ineEurope,screatingsmoresjobssthans socialisteperspective,swesdeploresthesfactsthatsthesLeaves
the'reSt°Of'EU'bUt'many°Of'theSG'CamE°With'|OW'pay'and'Zel'Ot;ampaignode|iberate|yotappedointoochauvinisticofee"ngs-in.
hourscontracts.sOne-salientsfeaturesofethiss’'newseconomy’«iss workersetosobtainstheirsdesiredsoutcome.sConverselyswhats
thatemanyesworkerse(andenotejustethoseeatsthesbottomeofethes Wasoencouragingowasothatomanyoworkers.ignoredotheodireo
incomeescale)shavesno-prospect-ofsheingeable-tosbuy-suchsas arningssofsthesusualepaidslobbyistseofscapitalisme(thes
basiceitemeofshumansneedsas-a-house.sThesLeavessidescannilysanksof-England,sthesOECD,sthesCBlI,etc.)sinearriving-atstheire
explOited°this-dissatisfactiomby'giving-the-impression-that-in- decision_.|toshows.thatoworkers-arecnotoa]waysotheopo|itica|o
the'UK'there'Were'On|y’a'Certain'number'Of'hOUSGS'that’COU|d5heepothatosome.po|itica|ostrategistsoassume_-Fina||y,othough’o
be<built,sa-certainsnumbereofeschoolsplacessavailable,sa-certaint's.onlyswhensworkerseacrosssthesworldsdiscard-allsnotionss
numbereofsappointmentseat-GP+surgeriessand-thateeveryeextrathatecountrieseandsnationalsidentitiesearesascentralsparteofsthes
fOFeigner'l’edUced'the'avai|abi|iW'Of‘theSE'tO'the'home°Citizen.’p0|itica|o|andscape.thatorea|ochanges.canobe.made.to.a||oouro
ThesLeavescampaigneunscrupulouslysplayedesonethisesense«ofe |jyes.
insecuritysandeangeretoeappealstoenationalsinstinctse,amonge  KEVIN*CRONIN
workers.eInethatesense,smanysworkersevotedsonenationalerathere

thaneclasselineses(asecindeedtheysunfortunatelysdoesinemoste
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Terrorism and war:
IS there ary dieerence?

We say terror is terror whether uno-cial and illegal terrorism or
legalised state-sponsored terrorism through conveneonal warfare.

hereethereearesnosterrorerelatedsstorieseinsthesnews.s Iteisealsoeansexpressioneofstheeglobalisationementionedsby«
hethereiteisetheesTaliban,*Al-QaidasorelslamiceState,sthes MarxeandsEngelssinsth€ommunisteManifestethesconstante

perceivedsthreateofeterrorismeagainststhesUnitedsKingdomehase requirementsforeaccumulationeofecapitaleresultingeinsthesneeds
alwayseappearedstosbesasrealsandsongoingedangerstosourslivesforecapitalismetosspreadseverywhere:*Thesneedsofsasconstantlys
Whilstesuchemediasstorieseusesthesterme‘terrorism’srathere expandingemarketeforeitseproductsechasessthesbourgeoisiesovere
freely,stheyedoesoswithenoeclearsdecinitioneofswhateterrorisme  theswholessurfacesofethesglobe.sltsmustenestleseverywhere,s
actuallyeis.eSucheisetheeperception,sexacerbatedsbystabloide  settleseverywhere,sestablisheconnectionseeverywhere.
newseoutlets,smanyeindividualsecouldebesforgivensforebelievinge Whilstethesthreatsofsterrorismeoftenshauntseasconelictede
thatethesmajority-ofsterroristeactsearescommittedsbysthosesofeas societylikescapitalism,sthesheightenedemediascoveragee
radicalslslamistebackground.sHowever,sthesrealitysliesedeepere inslatessthesissue.sThissfear-mongeringeallowssthesstatesas
thanejustelslamiceState. justisicationsforemilitaryeaction.sForetheemedia,sanyepoliticallye

Tryingetoesindeasdecinitionsforsterrorismeisenoteeasy,easstheresorereligiouslysinesluencedsviolenteacteperpetratedsby-opponentse
aresaenumbereofedifferingeperspectivessofewhateterrorismstrulys ofeascapitalistestatecisedecinedeaseterrorism,swhilesthesviolents
is.eThesofeicialegovernmentedesinitioneinsthesUnitedsKingdome actsecommittedsbyscapitalistestatesearespraisedease'sightinge
canebesfoundeinsthesTerrorismeActe0fe2000,sassummarysofe terror’.eThiseconeirmsetheesviewesofetheesearlys2ecenturysDutche
whicheisegiveneas; criminologisteWillemeBonger,ethateactsearesonlysdesinedease

‘Theeusesorsthreate ____ criminalewhenethee
ofetheeactioneofe i =" == — resultingedamage-
violenceeagainste isetoecapitaliste
asperson,eseriouss interests.sViolente

S/ce-the-turn-of-the-century,-rareIy-has-a-day-gone-by- duestosfearseofesuspiciouseglancesstowardsethesacronymsOIL.

damagestoeproperty,e andedestructives
endangermentstoeae statesinterventions
person’selifes(others isenoteregardedease
thansthateofsthee criminaleaseiteiseaimeds

personscommittinge & .
theeaction),soreserioust mi g
interferenceswitheane mm!

electronicesystem,»  Clockwise from top: depiclon of early
whereethesuse-orethrea0th Century terrorism. IRA bombing in

. atedefendingethee
interestseofstheerulinge
classeandecapitalisme
aseaswhole.
Bonger’sstheorye
wasealsosconeirmeds
bysthesChilcotereporte
releasedeearliersthise
year.sDespitesthes
decisionsofsTonyeBlaire
toegoetocaswarewithe
~ Iragebeingeillegale

thesgovernmenteoretos 2005.
intimidatestheepublice
oreassectionsofsthespubliceandsthesusesorsthreatesissmadesforethetlll * =
purposee-ofsadvancingesaspolitical,ereligiouseoreideological-cause 5§
ThisedesinitionscanecertainlysbeelinkedstosIslamisteterroriste |
actsesuchease9/11,+7/7,sandsthesrecentesurgesofeattackseine
Paris,sbutethesgeneralsinterpretationsofsthisedecinitionsfailse undereinternationale
toeacknowledgeessucheactsecommittedsbyeasstate.sViolente s : : law,*noscriminale
governmenteresponsesetosthesthreateofsterrorismehavesbeens chargesehavesbeensbought,sinsspitesofsthe*500,000¢civilianslivese
commonplacesthroughoutehistory,ewithetheswarseinelrageands thatewereslosteaseasresulteofsthiseaction.sAllsthatstheereporteeindse
airstrikeseineSyriasbeingerecenteexamples.sTheseshavesbeene onethiseisethate‘thesUKechosertosjoinethesinvasioneofelragebefores
framedease‘counter-insurgency’soperationseaseparteofsthes‘ware theespeacefuleoptionseforedisarmamentehadsbeensexhausted’
onsterror’,«despitesinvolvingeactseidenticalsinenaturestosthosee Clearly-thereesaresdoublesstandardseappliedswheneitecomese
committedebyeradicalslslamisteterrorists.e toedeciningswhateasterroristeis,swithetheemediaschoosingsto.
Theeonlyssignisicantedifferencesbetweensthesactseofe marginalisecassinglesgroupeofepeoplesandestosturneasblindeeye-tos
‘terrorism’sande‘counter-insurgency’sisstheirepurpose.sWhilste ~ whatsthespoliticaleelitesinechargesofsthesstateedoes.sHowever,s
groupsesucheaselslamiceStateearespushingsthesidealseoferadicaliteisenotethescurrentedesinitionsitselfeofeterrorismsthateise
Islam,scapitalistegovernmentsefromestatesesucheaseBritaineande problematic,*butethe«interpretationsofeitsby-ansinternationale
theeUnitedeStatesestrivestoeachieveeaschangesofegovernments mediasplatformeownedsbyerichscapitalistseexpressingethes
inecountriesewhichestandeinetheswayeofsthemepursuingstheire  viewpointsofetheeresteofsthesrulingeclass.«
interests.sToedisguisestheerealsaim,sthesAmericanemilitarysise ~ WILLIAM HORNCASTLE
saidstochavesbeeneforcedstoerenamestheireoperationseinelraqe
frome*OperationelragisLiberation’stos‘OperationelragisFreedom’,e
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theemilitaryescoup.sTheeerasofeanarcho-syndicalistepowers

| ]
I he H r I ineBarcelonaswaseover.sThesPSUCeandsthesPCEs(Spanishe
CommunistePartysofewhichePSUCewassthesCataloniane

branch)susedstheeeventsetosbolsteretheirepositionewithinethes

Tr ag e dy govermment

World war by proxy
InemanyswayssthesSpanisheCivilsWarewaseasdresserehearsale
- . . foretheeSecondeWorldsWar,switheforeigneinterventioneplayinge
A.C IVI I.War.WIth I n .a. asdecisivesrolesfromethesbeginningesofethesconelict.e Thesfasciste
- stateseofsGermanyesand-sItalysprovidedstroopseandshardwarestoe
C IVI I .War aidsthesNationalists,susingsthesconelictsassastestingegroundsfore
neweequipmenteandstechniques.sInsthessirstedayseandemonthse
ofsthesconelicteitewaseimpossiblesforelargesNationalistetroope
movementsetoebesconductedsviasthessea,sassthesRepublicechads
The second part of our look back at the controleofethesnavy.sSosGermaneaircrafteprovidedstransporte
Spanish Civil War. forsthesotherwisesstranded«forceseofsthesArmysofeAfricae
commandedesbysGeneraleFranco,sthisebeingstheeseirsteoperatione
heoSpanish.civi|.Waroisooftenosimp|istica||yodescribed- Of‘itS'kind'in‘hiStOry‘With‘a'fOfCG‘Of‘SOme'13,5mn'being'
asoaowaroof.democracy.versusofagcism'oor.by.Francoist. movedefromeMoroccoetoetheemai nland-by-theoend-oﬁthe-

I historianseaseCatholicismeversuseSovieteCommunismebu@peration.csAnothereshistoricaleeirstebefellsthesBasquestowneofe
thisehidesethesrealemultiplicitysofethesunderlyingsforcessthatsfeds<Guernicaswhich,latersinsthesconelict,swasstosbestheseirsteciviliane
into.theocono|ict_oRe|igion’oregionaﬁsm’otheoagrarianoquestion’o townodestroyedoby-air-raid.-The-otherowestermEuropean-
riva|oc|aimScto.theomonarchy,oandoc|assocon-|ictoa||op|ayed-aoro|@0Untl’ieS'in'effeCt'SUppOI’ted'thE'NatiOI’la"StS'by'preventing'
ineshapingstheecoursesofsevents. armsebeingepassedstosthesRepublicanseundersthesguisesofenon-

Thereswasetensioneandeconelicteofeinterestsebetweensthee intervention.-OnIy-Russia-and-Mexicmsupported~the-Repuinc~
varioussgroupsesthatemadesupethesRepublicanePopulareFront. andsMexicoeonly-diplomatically.
ThesGeneralitate(Catalonianeregionalsgovernment)esoughte TheeaimeofeRussiansforeignepolicy-wasstosseekeanti-Nazialliese
toeregainspowersthatchadsbeenstakensfromsthemeduringethes  inethesregion,~a-policysdependentsonsFrenchscapitalism.-As-thes
puttingedowneofetheemilitarysrisingeofeJuly*1936.sEventse
camestoeacheadeandeculminatedeinsthes‘MaysDays’*0f¢1937,*ast
famouslysdescribedsbysGeorge+OrwellsfiemagestoeCatalonia
One2+Maye2-threectruckseofeassaulteguards,sledsbysRodrigueze
Salasstheecommunists(PSUCe—eCatalonianeCommunisteParty,*
pro-Stalinist}*CommissionersforePubliceOrder,sarrivedeatethes
CNT/UGTecontrolledetelephonesexchangeebuildingswithethee
intentioneofeseizingeit.eTakingstheeoccupantsebyesurprisestheys
weresablestosentersthesbuildingsbutswereseventuallysforcede
backebysmachine-gunesire.sThessoundsofstheesighting-alerteds
thosesnearbyeandenewseofsthesraidequicklysspreadsthroughoute
Barcelona.sAsstandoffeensued.«Oneoneesideswerestheevariouse
forceseofsgovernmenteande-thesPSUC,sandsonsthesothersthesCN| #555 M b ‘
FAI sbackedsupsbysthesPOUMs(assmallsnon-Stalinistecommunis g 3| i Eonly - A
party,esimilareineoutlooketoeoppositionsCommunistseofeRussia)e R .
andeaesmalleregroupeThesFriendseofeDurrutis(asgroupewithine  spreadsofeworkers’scontrolewouldebesasthreatstostheeinterestss
thesCNTethateobjectedetoscollaborationswithsthesgovernment). ofetheerulingsclassessinsthesarea,sthesgoalsofethesRussiansswase

CNTeleaderssmadestheirewaystosthesGeneralitatetosdemands toesecurestheevictorysofethesRepublicebuteatesthessamestimes
thateAiguaders(CommandersofsthesAssaultsGuardssande stemsthessuccesseseofethessyndicalists.eAsethesRepublic’ssonlye
RepublicaneNationalsGuardewhoswaseassumedetoshavesgivens sourcesofearmsscamesfromeRussia,sadministeredebysthesSpanishe
theeorder)eandsRodriguezeSalaseresign,stoepacifysthessituation.<Communisteparties,stheysweresablestoeapplysmucheleveragestos
Butenoscompromiseecouldebeemet.eTheeCNTedeclaredsasgenerdheesituation;sthoughenotetosthesextentsthatsthesRepublicewassas
strike.sAsnetworkeofsbarricadessweresconstructedestosresistethes merespuppetsofeMoscow,sassisesometimeseclaimed.
governmentsforces,sandsmovementsofenon-CNTevehiclesswase
prevented..Sporadiceshootingecouldebesheard-throughoutethes The Spanish Holocaust
streetseofsBarcelona.Aecallsforscalmewaseputsouteoversthesradidfeissnecessarystoespreadeterror.s\Weshavestoscreatesthes
toenoeavail.e impressioneofemastery,seliminatingswithoutescrupleseore

AnarchisteandsPOUMedivisionseleftstheebattlefronteands hesitationeallsthoseswhoedoenotsthinkeasswesdo.sTherescansbenoe
attemptedetosheadstoeBarcelona,sonlystosbesturnedebackebys cowardice.sIfewesvacillateeonesmomenteandsfailstoeproceedswithe
republicaneaircraft.«Governmentereinforcementsearrivedeine theegreatestedetermination,sweewillenotewin.eAnyoneswhoshelpse
Barcelonasviasseasanderoad.sTheepossibilitysofeasfullscivilewars orehideseasCommunisteoreassupportereofsthesPopulareFrontswille
withinetheecivilewarewassbecomingeincreasinglysreal.eSeeings  beeshot’s-GeneralsMola.
thesfutilityeofesucheasturneofeeventssCNTeandsFAl-leaderse Awayefromethesfront-lineseaswavesofeviolentekillingsetooke
proposedethatethesbarricadessbestakensdowneonsthesconditioneplace,claimingenearly*200,000¢victims.sThougheatrocitiese
thatenoereprisalsebescarriedsoutsbysthesAssaultGuards.Thes occurredsonebothesides,sthesnaturesofstheskillingseinethestwoe
governmenteagreedsandsone7+Maysthesbarricadesebeganstos differentezonesereslectedetwoedifferenteattitudesetowardse
disappear.sFivesdayseofestreetesightingehaderesultedsinemores violenceeandshumanelife.sInsthesNationalistezonesthesrepressione
deathseandecasualtiessthaneinetheeinitialeputtingedowneofe waseofeaspremeditatedeandecoldlyecalculatedenaturesdesigneds

The German Condor Legion in Spain
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toesuppressethesenemyethroughsthesimpositionsofsterror.s|te
hasebeeneestimatedesthat,souteofeallsthesvictimseoferearguards
repression,*150,000swereeatstheshandseofsthesNationalists.»

deliberatelysheldsbackecrediteandsresourcessfromsthee
syndicalists,sandeinternationaletradesdealsemeantsthateforeigne
tradeescouldsonlysbesconductedeviastheeMadridegovernment,e

Onceeanecareacshadsbeensconqueredstheyswoulderoundsupsknowseeeconomicallysthessyndicalistssfoundsthemselvesebehindeas

Republicanseandstradesunionistseandemasseexecutionsswoulde

blockade.s

follow.sRepublicanewomenewouldehavestheireheadseshavedeands Butesuppose,sforethessakesofeargument,sthesCNTshade
besforcedstoedrinkecastoreoil,*soeasetossoilsthemselvessinepubliccomehowsmanaged-tosbecomesthesdominantesforcesthroughoute
Thousandseweressubjectedetosrapesandsothersformseofetorture.theswholesofsthesRepublic.sHowsthenswouldetheireprogrammes

TheeNationalistsewerestoecontinueswithstheirepolicysofebloodye

havesfared?sWorker-controlledscapitalismeisesubjectstosthee

repressionewellsafterstheecivilewarchadsbeenewons—inethesyearssameepressureseassthosesofecapitalismeproper..Evenswithe
followingetheswareasfurthers20,000°Republicansswerestosbee
executed.e

Theedisappearanceeofeconventionalestructureseofelaweande
ordereledstoeatrocitieseonsthesRepublicaneside,sbutetheseswere
mostlysbroughtetosaneendewithinstheseirstefewemonthseofsthes
war.sViolenceswasespontaneousesandscamesfromethesbottome

up,erathersthansbeingethesresulteofeasdeliberatespolicy.sInethee -

countrysideearmedegangseroamedesfromevillage-toevillage,*
executingeanyonesthatewasesuspectedsofsbeingesympatheticstc
theeNationalists.sVictimseincludedscapturedsrebelsarmyeofsicers

andetroops,sthesclergy,slandownerseandesbusinessmen.sNearlys#

sevenethousandememberseofetheschurcheweresmurderedeore

executed.eSomeseffortseweresmadestoeprotecteandesassistethes |

evacuationeofeNationalisteprisonerseandsotherseaterisk,sane
equivalentemovesnoteseeneonsthesNationalisteside.sWorkerse
organisationseandepoliticalepartieseseteupsautonomousepolices
forceseandesecreteprisons,sknowneabecasAssthesconelicte
wenteonstheseswouldsincreasinglysbesbroughteintoscentrale

theswholesindustrysofetheenationsforgedsintosonesgreatsco-
operative,stheslogiceofemarketecompetitionewoulderemain.e
Theenationalsco-operativeswouldshavestoebesablestoeacquires
goodseandsrawematerialsefromethesoutsidesworldeandstoedos
thiseitewouldehavestoeproeitablysdisposesofsitseown.s¢Ineordere
forsthisetosbeepossiblesenoughesurplus-valueswouldshavee
toebessqueezedsouteofsthesworkingsclassesosthateateleasteans
averageeratesofeproeitecouldebeerealised.sAsswitheanyescapitaliste
enterprise,sthespressureswouldebestoscontinuallysincreasee
productivityeofelabour,sultimatelystosthesdetrimenteofethes
labour.sTheelogiceofscapitalismeisenotesimposedsbecausesofsthes
greedeofsindividualscapitalistsebutebecausesmarketecompetitions
compelseenterprisesetocaccumulatesoredie.«Communismeisenote
capitalismewithoutecapitalistsebuteassystemewheresproductives
activityeisedirectlyecontrolledsbystheswholesofssociety,erathers
thanebeingemediatedsthrougheexchangesonsthesmarket.

Onsthesdawneofstheemilitaryerising,sthesworkingsclasseofe
Spainsfacedeasbleakschoice;sfacesrepressionsandeexterminations
atetheshandseofsthesfascists,spotentiallysdiessighting,soresuffere

5 y thesisolatione

ofeexile.e
Thoughsthes
outcomeswase
noteandecoulde
notehavesbeens
socialism,e
theseffortse
ofeasstronge
andewell-
organiseds
workerse
movemente
dideforeae
1 shortetimes

andeinemanye
respectsesuccessfullysimprovestheirelivingeconditions.s

control;sthoughethesCommunists,eassistedebysimportedsNKVDes However,satstheessamestimesweesshouldsnoteover-romanticise,*

Sovietesecretepolice,swouldsholdsonstosthaihecasusingstheme
noteonlysagainstesuspectedeNationalistsebutealsosagainststhes
CNT-FAIl,sPOUMeandeothereadvocateseofsthessocialerevolution.

Conclusion

sincesthespositivesachievementssofsthessyndicalistseweres
happeningeagainsteasbackgroundsofeviolenceesandsslaughter.
Thescooperativesworldwidessocietysweecallssocialismecannote
besbroughteaboutsthroughecoerciveemeans,sasewhateise
gainedebysforceshasestosbesheldsontosby-foRepressioneands

[teiseallstooseasy-toepassejudgmentsfromethesdistancesofehistorysummaryekillingecaneonlyscontributestosansatmospheresofe

Anyepraiseeorscriticismemustebeemadesinstheslighteofsthesfacte authoritarianism.«Nonethelesseonescannotehelpsbuteadmiresthes
thatewithoutetheemilitaryerisingenonesofethessubsequenteeventssbravery-ofetheeordinarysmensandswomenswhoecourageouslyssete
wouldehaveshappened,sand-everythingsthatedidehappenewase aboutebuildingewhatstheyssaweassthesnewessociety,swhilsteatethes
unavoidablyeshapedsandsineluencedsbysthesconditionseofewars samestimeeresistingsthesforcessofeasmilitarysrebellion.sWareande
andstheswidersinternationalssituation.sTheesocialerevolutions  civilewareisealwayseastragedy,sbuteinethisecasesitewaseastragedy-ofe

ineCataloniasonlysoccurredsbecausesthesnormalefunctioningeofs heroiceproportions.

statespowershadsbeenedisruptedsbysthesmilitaryerising,swithe

FollowingethesdeatheofeFrancosandsthesreturnstos

controleofetheseconomystemporarilyspassingsintostheshandseofs parliamentarysdemocracyeinsSpain,sanarcho-syndicalisms

theesyndicalists.
Couldstheesocialsrevolutione(bettersunderstoodesase‘trade-
unionecontrolledecapitalism’)shavesspreadsfurther?sTheeactuale

returnedstoeplaysassmallebutesignisicant,sthoughegreatlys
reduced,erolesinsthesSpanishelaboursmovement.eSpain’sethirde
largesteunionscurrentlysisethesCGTe¢(GeneralsConfederatione

situationeofethestimesmeantsthatethesoddseweresvastlysstackede ofeLabour),sformedefromeassplitswithsthesCNT+ine1979,switheas

againstethis.eTheesyndicalistseweresisolatedsbothewithine
thesRepubliceandeinternationally.eTheescentralegovernments
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reportedemembership+ofe80,000.
DJP
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ERR] | ---andBelers

ritingeiseone«ofsthes e = = Alabamaschool, 193
mostesignieicante 1 T e —
achievementseine . RN g e i i

humanehistory.slteenablede
knowledgestoebesrecordede
permanentlysrathere
thanepassedeoneorally,
perhapseinaccuratelysore
onlyspartially,sfromeones
personstoeanother.sLatere
developmentse—emovables
type,stypewriters,sword-
processors,sthesinternete—e
made-thesdisseminationeofe
ideaseevensmoreeeffective.e
Buteimaginesbeingeblockede
fromethiseworldecompletely:s
youecanegeteansideasofethise
byelookingeatsastexteineas
scripteyoueareenotefamiliare
withe(writtensineArabic,e
Chinese,*Thai,sforsinstance). =&
[teisefaremoresdisconcertinge
thanelookingeatesomethinge
ineaslanguagesyouedoenote
knowebutewrittensinethes
Romanealphabete(Hungariane

orsTurkish,ssay).sAndsthene nighteschools,*Sundaysschools,smutualsimprovementesocietiese

thinkswhateitewouldemeaneifeallsexampleseofewrittenslanguages andeMechanics’sInstitutes,sthoughsthesesweresfarslesseopenstos

weresaseopaquesandsmeaninglesseassthat. women.eSomeepeopleslearnedstoewriteesostheyscouldepencletterse
Importantly,silliteracyeisenotejusteasmattereofebeinge toeaesweetheart.s

completelysunable-toereadeandswrite.eThesconcepteofefunctionals [ jteracysrateseincreasedsthroughoutsthesnineteenthecentury,e
illiteracyerelatesetosthe-factethatepeoplesmay-besablestoesigns  putemanyspeoplesweresunaffectedsby-theseschanges.sRoberts
theirenamesandereadssimplestextsebutenotecopeswithemany- Robertse(The+ClassicsSlumecordssthateinepre-1914+Salforde
ofstheerequirementssofeeveryday-lifes(fromereadingsmosts hissmothersactedeasea-'villagesscribe’s<communicatingeonebehalfs
ofeicialedocumentsetoe+illingsouteformseorsapplyingsforeasjob).s  ofslocalspeopleswithscourts,scharities,shospitalseandssoson:+'shes
Unfortunately,sthesdesinitionseofsthisearesratherewoollysands thoughtsthateabouteonesinssixsofeoursadultsneighbourseweres
varyegreatly,sandeiteiseclearlysnoteassimpleseither—orsnotion.»  ejthersilliteratesorsnearlysso’.

Historicallys—eandeinternationally-basedscomparisonsearee Ine‘developed’scapitalistscountries, sthesextentsofscurrents
thereforesdifeicult. illiteracyecansbeesurprising,etosputeitemildly,sespeciallysateatimes
Thereswasea-timeswhensonlyasveryesmallepart-ofsthee whenethesstatesandeothersagenciessassumesthatepeopleswhoe

populationsweresliterate,perhapseasefewsasstenpercenteinsthes comesintoscontactewithethemearesliterate, sif-notecomputer-
Roman<Empire.sAseancillustrationsofsthis,spunctuationswase savvy.sThes
originallyedeveloped,sfromstheseighthecenturyCE-onwardsefore NationalsLiteracys
English,eineorderetoshelpepeoplesreadeastexts(oftencasreligiouss Trustestatessthate
one)eouteloudeinedayseswhensthesvastemajorityscouldenoteread.s overeeiveemillione
Naturally-theesituationechanged,sthougherathersgradually. adultssinsEnglands
Iteiseestimatedsthateeveneinsthes1840s0onlysaboutetwo-thirdse _eonesinesixe—earee
ofemenein<Britainswere-literatesand-halfstheswomen;sbutsthise  functionallye
justmeansetheyscouldssignstheirsnames,sosmany-ofsthesesmayiliterate, shavinge
stillshavesbeene<functionallyeilliterate.sElementaryseducatione literacyelevelseate
waseunavailablestoemany,sfrequentlyeverysshort,sandeoftencofe grephelowsthoses
poorequalitysanyway.sThesloweleveleofeliteracyswassasbarenots  expectedsofsane
justetoeasbetter-paidsjobsorepersonalelearningsbutsalsostosthes  11-year-olde
spreadeoferuling-classeandereligiouseideas.sThesSocietysfore (similaretosthes
theeDiffusioneofeUsefuleKnowledgeswasefounded+ine1826+asea* sjtuationeRobertse
wayeofeconveyingesucheideasstosan-increasingly-literatespublic, described).

buteonlyelastedejusteoverstwentyesyears.sEmployerseneededs IneQuebec,*
arliteratesandsbetter-educatedsworkforce,sandsworkersealso*  accordingstosthes ~ SUmerian tablet, c. 2600 BC, Louvre. It's a bill
acquiredsliteracy-andsotherabilitiessonstheirsowneinitiativesats of sale for a male slave - if you can read it.
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twenty-fourewhoecannotereadeiseshrinking,e

though,ssoeglobaleilliteracysmayswellsbessetetoe

decreaseeoversthescomingedecades.
Onescommonsthemescofetheeliteratures

- producedsbyeorganisationseaimingetoepromotee
literacyeisethescosteofeilliteracy,snotejustethes
e consequenceseforsthecindividualseconcernede
buteforetheswideresocietye(forstheerulingeclass,*
(N ineotherswords).eThoseswhoearesfunctionallye

illiteratesaresfaremores-likelystoegostoeprison,¢

besunemployed,livesonestatesbenesits,sande

handetheiresituationsonstostheireoffspring;e

theschildreneofeilliteratesparentsearecoftene
Literacy: black and dark reds: 15 - 50%; pale reds and pinks: over 50%; grey:no dat§jiteratesthemselves.ltsisenotehardstosseee

theslineseofecausationshere:spoverty,spoore
LiteracysFoundation,sonespersonesinesivechaseseriousedifeicultye education,sdisruptedsfamilyelife,sashomeswithe
understanding=andsusingsaswrittenstext.sThesUS<Departmenteoftittiesifsanysreadingsmatter,sthesesmayswellsleadstoschildrenswithe
Educationereportsethateonesperson<inssevenscannotsread,sands thessame-difsicultieseassthessituationsissreproduced.sSosilliteracys
onesinesivesreadssbelowsas-ifth-grade-levels(roughly,sthe-lasteyeaganscreatesproblemssandsexpensesforsthesrulingsclasseandstheire
ofselementarysschool);sandsthisshasshardlysaltered-instensyears.government.sltsiseclaimed,forsinstance,sthateprisonersswhos

Globally,sthe-literacysrates(andsbearsinemindsallethes receivesnosliteracyssupportearesnearlysfourstimeseasslikelystosre-

qualisicationsearoundesucheasterm)eforsthosesoveresifteensise offendeassthoseswhosgetesuchesupporte(begintoread.com).
claimedsbysUNESCO-tosbe+86-percent.sNaturallystheslessewell-  Thesextentsofsilliteracysinsthesworldsisstrulysunconscionable.s
offecountriesehave-farelowersrates:sforeinstance,*38+percenteine Everyshumaneshould-havesaccessstosasgood-qualityseducation,e
Afghanistan,sandsjuste19+percent-insNiger.sFurther,swomenshavesndsliteracysisean-essentialeparteofsthis.sEnsuringsthisshappenss
inegeneralsfarslowerelevelseofeliteracysthanemen:sinPakistan,»  wouldsimplysthesdedicationsofsmanysresourcessinstermseofe
the-literacyeratesforemeneise70percent,sbutsforswomensjust-43+ equipmenteandsthestimesandsenergy-ofeteacherseandsothers.s
percent.sWarsasswellsasspovertyscanenaturallysdisrupteschoolingButemillenniasaftersthesinventionsofewriting,illiteracyscaneands
andein'manysplaces-thesmainslanguagesofseducationsisenotethesshouldsbesdonesawayswith,slikeshunger,shomelessnesssandspoore
sameeasethesoneschildrensspeakeatchome.sGettingeonefors800¢ healthecare.
millionspeoplesworldwidescannoteread,sandstwo-thirdseofestheses PAUL BENNETT
areefemale.sTheenumberesofethosesagedsbetweenesifteensands

‘- rqq% "tle, invents ‘The Law of Scarcity’: thinkers, whether be they followers

i e ‘If an innite amount of every good of John Lennon, Michael Moore, or Karl
L ) & .\“f could be produced, or if human wants  Marx, has overlooked one key insight:
COOklng the boo ks were fully sa"s!ed, it would not then man’s nature does not change.
ma#er if too much of a par"cular good As if we hadn't heard that one before$

were produced. Nor would it then ma#er Paul Krugman made a more intelligent
if labor and materials were combined point that, while replicators might
unwisely... There would then be no be able to produce material things
THIS YEAR is also th&@50 1 economic goods, i.eno goods that are  in demand, they wouldn’t be able to
anniversary ofstar Trek g% rela"vely scarce; and there would provide services.
Although not the main theme ' hardly be any need for a study of Star Trekis of course !c"on. But

PRy
“KOy, 0““( :
~ s

or even a minor one, it is \, economics or economlzmg All goodsRoddenberrys assump"on raises the
clear from the characters’ »: would befree goodslike air’ ques"on of what humans would do
behaviour and occasional & This is not a ‘law’ but a de!ni"on and (besides exploring space) if they didn’t
asides (at ledsn the !rst ~ an odd one at that. In its normal sense have to work to sa"sfy their needs.

two series) that it's a A ‘scarcity’ means there’s not enough of  Provide services for each other perhaps?
money-free world. Set in // 1 . something, that it's in short supply. But Even in 2-300 years "me humans will
the 234 and 24" centuries, H.S economics delnes it as a situa"on where s"ll have to put in some work to sa"sfy
scarcity no longer exists as anything Samuelson’s ‘inlnite amount of every their needs, if only to maintain the
material needed to meet human needs good’ cannot be produced, i.e. as the  replicators. But this doesn’t undermine
can be produced by ‘replicators’. This  absence of sheer abundance. the case for a society based on common
prompted one trekkie, Manu Saadia, to For Byrns and Stone ‘a world in which ownership of the means of produc”on
write Trekonomics: the Economics of Starall human wants are instantly fulllled is where exchange and money would
Trekthat appeared earlier this year and hard to imagine.’ But this is just wh&tar therefore be redundant and where

which sparked a discussion on ‘post- Trek does imagine and what its creator, people work at what they do best and

scarcity economics’. Gene Roddenberry, insisted should be a take according to their needs.
Actually, 'post-scarcity economics’ is  background assump™on. It is thus a direct Scarcity has already been conquered,
a ontradic"on in terms as academic challenge to economics and economists. not in the economists’ eccentric sense of

economics de!nes itself as the study of  Accusing Roddenberry of espousing the absence of sheer abundance, but in
how socie"es and individuals allocate  ‘utopian socialism’, a certain Gardner the sense that the resources, technology
scarce resources. The opening chapter ofGoldsmith asserted that a ‘no-money and human skills already exist to produce
a typical American textboolEConomics  society’ was a fantasy: enough sa"sfy likely human needs and
by Byrns and Stone) is headed ‘Like Roddenberry, many thinkers have wants. No need to wait for the inven"on
‘Economics: The Study of Scarcity and tried to envision a world in which there is of replicators to establish this down here
Choice’. Paul Samuelson, in his much  no need for money, no market exchange, on Earth in the 25Lcentury.

more widely-used textbook of the sameand no property. And every one of those
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Prison Break ™ houns.

When the teens are shunted into a mee"ng room, they meet
with individual inmates, jailed for murder or drug o&ences. They
introduce themselves with their prison number, and one adds
that they may have a number, but they’re nothing while they’re
in jail. The prisoners talk about how their iden""es and decisions
have been taken away. As one of the o!cers says, when people
get locked up they become ‘a slave of the state’, as wri'en in the
13" Amendment.

Each of the prisons tweak the formula, o$en in bizarre
direc"ons. On some visits the teens are made to eat the
revol'ng prison food, get shown the morgue, and speak with
their crying parents through a window as if it’s visi"ng day. One
jail makes the teens wear placards which say things like ‘Il am
a thief’, and at another an o!cer demonstrates how easily an

WE'D LIKE to think

that scaring children

into learning something
wouldn’t be an o!cially-
approved educa“onal
technique. Unfortunately,
even mainstream schooling
carries a subtle threat

— get#ng high grades is
supposed to be a way

of avoiding poverty and
dead-end jobs, although we might not have realised it when we

were younger. This threat is made blatant in the ‘scared s’[raightmmate can get dragged into an empty room. Another group is
apprpach of teaCh'ng teenagers to avoid an"-soc!al behaviour. shown a ‘behaviour modi%ca“on cell’, painted pink because men

Th|sbmgth<:dk|nv?lvctet1s ylounlg pgoplt?[ caught#ptllpfsme}.lll;scale tradi"onally don’t prefer the colour. And one of the teens goes
crime being taken fo the cha prison 1o See what IIl€ IS like with her mother to meet a funeral director, and watches silently
behind bars.TroubI.ed Teens: Jal ShoiClBS Reality) brings to the as they plan her funeral as if she’s died through her behaviour.
telly several American schemes, with blunt, no-nonsense names he cameras return to the teenagers a month a$er their jail
lélf[e .Rﬁt"’}l'_tl_thheth’] Syralg%]r;tt]en Up ﬁnd Rgset, as We." atsh Scarfa ntto see whether it has prompted them to make changes
: raig b t(:[)hen;p ”ﬁs'ls ?h ese ?g bemes tlst qr; ;/%/arnlng . € {0 their lives. Most of those we see have calmed down, made
eens about ne helihole they could be Sent to 11 they Con NUE 50 o ort with studying, changed who they socialise with and
W'th. Fhelr behawour, and _the impact this would have.on their are ge#ng on be'er with their families, so as a result, feel more
families. Their approach is to"make the teenagers th!nk about p"mis"c and happy. Despite these apparent successes, research
the consequences of their ac"ons, rather than covering issues %hto the egec"veness of the ‘scared straight’ approach hasn't
r'gl_w ?nd WLong.b involved i the$ d convinced Bri"sh authori"es to try it here.

€ teens have been involved in gangs, thess, under-age A College of Policing brie%ng from 2014 concluded that these

alcohol qss, promiscuity, %gh"ng, truancy and cannabis Sm.OK"?\qethods ‘have a harmful e&ect and increase o&ending rela"ve
Beforg visi"ng the slammer, they_ tend to be cocky about their to doing nothing at all’. Strangely, seeing the tough regimes
behaviour, and several later realise their a#tude is a way of of prison life doesn't really preveht teenagers con"nuing

coping with not having muph hope or §e|f—e§teem. with behaviour which might lead them there, and may even
When the teenagers arrive at the jail they’re ordered to encourage them. The programmes’ worrying approach of

remove any piercings and put on drab prison overalls, then trvi Som :
g ; ying to teach through humilia“on, shock and oppression, of
handcu&ed and led in single %le through the corridors. Most Ofaiming to brutalise the teenagers out of living their o$en brutal

the"} already have the shqckgd_, sad EXpression on their faces lifestyles, just doesn’t work. However, ‘even non-confronta“onal,
they’ll have throughout their visit. Some smirk or talk back, and educa”onal programmes were shown to have no signi%cant

in return get a blast of orders from one of the prison o!cers, e&ect on the frequency or severity of subsequent o&ences’
who treat the teens with the same kinds of shouty oppression aﬁccording to the brie%ng. This suggests that there are widér
the inmates. Some of the guards relish how they will ‘break’ thedeeper reasons which have more in*uence over people caug}ht

teens. S " : : a2
. . up in crime and an“-social behaviour. The pressures of living in
The teenagers are then paraded in front of the prisoners, who "ve, divided, aliena"ng society have more impact on

shout and jeer at them from their cells or behind windows. ‘You Sgrtr?grr?gﬁe dav in iai
L e y in jail.
want to be here?’, “You gonna be mine’, ‘this ain’t no place for \v«E FOSTER
you’. Some inmates try
to provoke the teens
to show them they’re
not as tough as they
think, others plead with
them not to make the
same choices. Then,
in a shock tac"c even
more blatant than all
the other shock tac"cs,
the doors open and
the prisoners storm
out. The teens then
get their faces yelled
at, with threats for the
few s"ll daring to talk
back. The guards don’t
intervene, sugges'ng
that the inmates’
boundaries have been
agreed beforehand.
The aggression is a
warning, rather than
a real danger to the

teens, and perhaps v g Overcrowded condi'ons in San

the prisoners %nd ' - Quen!n prison, California, 2006
something cathar"c in ;
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Book Reviews
Pushed Around

Jeremy SeabrookCut Out: Living Without
Welfare. Pluto Press/Le! Book Club
£12.99

This volume
combines two
elements. One
consists of interviews
Seabrook conducted
in the West
Midlands, mainly
Wolverhampton,

with people who

WITHOUT
WELFARE | ere ator near the
bo!om of the social

pyramid. These are interspersed with his
comments on the ‘welfare’ system and
government alacks on it.

Some of the experiences revealed in
the interview accounts are just appalling,

JEREMY SEABROOK

LIVING

and many go back years, well beyond the

current austerity policies. One woman
is nearly sixty but has only ever had one
holiday in her life; she is lucky ifea

everything else has been paid, she has £1

a week for food. Another woman is payin
o# a loan at £43 a fortnight, has rent

redundant, given the wealth of advanced
industrial countries, but it is in fact s%ll
needed, as misfortune, such as ill health,
an accident or redundancy, can strike
almost anyone.

Seabrook believes there is li'le chance
of overthrowing capitalism, but his book
provides plenty of evidence of why this
needs to be done as soon as possible.
PB

Global class

Immanuel NessSouthern Insurgency:
The Coming of the Global Working Class
(Pluto Press, 2016)

S.UTHE N
INSU'GEN&Y

The author teaches
poli%cal science at
the City University
of New York. He has
also been a union

HE ¢¢| Organizer and an
, .M ING ac%vist in various
TH E G l-"“ projects in defense

WerK|NG cLASS
ImwiyUeL nEs e

of workers’ rights. He
has shown par%cular
concern with the

g

arrears of nearly £400 and owes £1400 orP!ight Of migrant workers.

water bills. One man has been paying bac
paying K are based on the percep%on that industrylabour unrest by $ring and replacing en%re

£7.20 a week to the Department for Wor
and Pensions for thirteen years\est he

misunderstood the rules for working while
claiming bene$ts. He is illiterate and coul

make no sense of the varioudées he
received. Older immigrants from South
Asia (especially theemen) 0"en speak
lille English, and this a#ects their ability
to cope with the bene$ts system.

The bedroomax is 0"en men%oned
as a big contributor to people’s
problems. One woman with hereditary
neuro$bromatosis keeps her electric
wheelchair in one room, but it is counted
as a bedroom for purposes of the tax.
Many people live in permanently cold
homes because of the cost of he

they buy the very cheapest food (such as

twenty pieces of chicken for £2 from a
supermarket). In add
of living on bene$ts are not just $nancial
there is the loneliness and isola%on,
and the disrespec'ul (to put it mildly)

treatment from Jobcentre sta#. Many who

had dreadful experiences as children,
whether from sexual or other abuse or th

early death of a parent, are s%ll su#ering

in later life, but the welfare system pays
lile alen%on to such past histories.
Seabrook’s main claim is that poverty
(in the sense of des%tu%on) has to
remain because, from the view point of

k Theories of the ‘post-industrial society’

is declining and the industrial working

class shrinking or even disappearing.

gN\ess points out that this is an illusion.
Manufacturing and mining remain of vital
importance to the global economy and
employ more workers than ever before.

need a terminology more di#eren%ated
than binary divisions like developed/
developing or North/South.

The main interest of the book lies
in its descrip%ons and analyses of
workers’ struggles in three regions —
the Gurgaon industrial belt near New
Delhi, the Pearl River Delta in southern
China, and the mining belt in the
northwestern part of South Africa. The
three cases di#er considerably in terms
of poli%cal context, union organiza%on
(or its absence) and market condi%ons,
although there are some signi$cant
common features — notably, the sharp
divide between rela%vely secure and well
paid ‘permanent’ workers and insecure
and poorly paid ‘temporary’ or contract
workers (0"en migrants).

Of the three groups studied it is Chinese
workers who have made the greatest
gains in recent years. This is despite
the fact that — in contrast to India and
South Africa — they are prevented from
forming independent trade unions and
can organize themselves only within
the workplace. The crucial factor seems
to be an emerging labor shortage — an
inadvertent result of the one-child policy.
Employers in India, where labour is in
abundant supply, have responded to

workforces. In China this is not a feasible
op%on.

The account of the miserable pay and
harsh working condi%ons of pla%num
miners in South Africa, whose protests
led to the massacre of striking workers at

However, they are no longer concentrated Marikana in 2012, reveals how lille ‘black’

in the ‘Global North’ — North America,
Europe and Japan — as they were in the
twen%eth century. They have moved to
developing regions in the ‘Global South’
such as industrial zones in the three
countries chosen by the author for his
case studies — India, China and South
Africa.

a%ng, and The sta%s%cs that Ness marshals in

support of this thesis are indeed striking.
The share of the Global South in gross

percent in 1990 to 31 percent in 2010,

working people have gained from the
aboli%on of apartheid. ‘Black’ poli%cians,
union bureaucrats and police are no less
ruthless than their ‘white’ predecessors

in manipula%ng and repressing ‘black’
workers in the service of (s%lIl mostly
‘white’) capital.

Ness appears not to have a de$nite
poli%cal a&lia%on, but his theore%cal
framework (in par%cular, his concept of
‘imperialism’) shows signs of Leninist

i%on. the di&cul%es$xed capital forma%on increased from 14in*uence.

He has illusions regarding the posi%on

while its share of industrial employment in of workers in China under Mao, claiming

formal sectors of the economy rose from
50 percent to 80 percent over the same
period. The corresponding shi" in the

that the working class enjoyed social
bene$ts and job security. In fact, the
division between permanent workers, who

egeographical distribu%on of wealth is lessdid possess such benes$ts, and temporary

drama%c because much of the industry

North who repatriate the pro$ts.

workers, who did not, was already well

in the South is owned by capitalists in the established at that %me.

The author’s wri%ng style could do with

Repeated use of the term ‘Global South’improvement and the tables contain some

in this connec%on may be misleading,
inasmuch as the new industry is not

errors. Nevertheless, the book has a lot to
o#er and is well worth reading, for it does

capitalism, it represents a deterrent aimegsPread throughout what used to be called at least alempt to grasp the evolu%on of

at those who are living somewhat above
this level. The poor must be punished bu
should not be eliminated; they can be
used to frighten others into conformity.
The welfare state might appear to be

20

the ‘underdeveloped’ or ‘developing’

capitalist society and the working class as

{ countries. It is heavily concentrated in just global phenomena.

a few countries and in just a few areas
within those countries. Most of Africa, for

example, is s%ll pre-industrial. Clearly we

STEFAN
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Exhibi"on Review

Greek dead-end

Delance:!Greecel!and!Eurep By Roger
Silverman. Zero Books. 2016. £15.99

Yet another book by
a ldist on Greece,
this "me by veteran
Trotskyist Roger
Silverman.
The #rst 6 of the
15 chapters are
a po$ed history
of Greek poli"cs
since a Greek
state was set up
in 1821. Although there were elec"ons
before, olen rigged, Greece cannot be
said to have become a capitalist poli“cal
democracy "Il aler the overthrow of the
Colonels’ military dictatorship in 1973.
Up "Il then the coercive parts of the state
machine — the armed forces and the
police — were not controlled by the elected
parliamentarians but were a law unto
themselves, intervening from "me to "me
to overthrow any government which acted
or threatened to act in a way they disliked.
Greece had had radical lelwing
governments before Syriza was elected
in January last year. In the 1980s it
was Pasok. Like reformist governments
everywhere, and in the 1980s like
Mi$errand in France, Pasok failed to make
capitalism work in the interest of the
majority class of wage and salary workers
and ended up imposing austerity on them.
It failed again in the 1990s and in 2009. So
Syriza’s failure was nothing new.
Although he thinks the Syriza
government could have acted otherwise
than it did (by, for instance, na"onalising
the banks) he is under no illusion that
there was a way-out — a way of avoiding
austerity — within capitalism. Recognising
that there was no immediate prospect of
capitalism being ended (which would have
had to be worldwide), Silverman is not as

GREECE AND

EURDPE

e

harsh on the Syriza Prime Minister TsiprasvieW, would probably make things worse
(hyperin%a”on). In fact, he can even see

posi"ve side to the euro:

as some of his other cri"cs. He virtually
concedes that, given capitalism and
isolated in Greece, the Syriza government

didn’t really have any other choice than to @%empt par“ally to overcome the

impose austerity itself. He quotes a leger réac’onary e&ects of the survival of the
na"on state, an obsolete relic of a bygone

‘The present ba$le in Greece has been €ra-

he received from a Cypriot Trotskyist:

lost. That the capitula“on of Tsipras is
the de#ning act of this loss cannot be
ques"oned, but in all probability this
ba$le would be lost a li$le further down
the road. Tsipras could see this and he
chose to throw in the towel rather than
take further punishment.’

Silverman is cri"cal of the lelwing

StandedgesTunnel

Travel between Lancashire and
Yorkshire generally requires crossing
the Pennines, whether by road, rail

or canal. Some routes follow the hills
and valleys, and were much used by
pack-horses carrying co$on, wool and
other goods, but as transport and othe
technology improved it became more g
prac"cal to dig tunnels. The tunnel

at Summit (near Li$leborough) was,
when completed in 1841 and for some
years, the longest railway tunnel in the |
world. But some of the most interes"ng
tunnels are those at Standedge (don't £
pronounce the #rst ‘d’), between DiggleS@s
and Marsden.

There are three rail tunnels, built
at various dates between 1848 and
1894 as the rail network expanded
enormously. Only the 1894 tunnel,
which is just over three miles long,
is s"ll in use. Earlier than these is
the canal tunnel, which aler several
abor"ve a$empts, was completed
in 1811: it is o'en described as
‘the longest, deepest and highest
canal tunnel in Britain’. It carries the
Hudders#eld Narrow Canal and for #nancial reasons, like a number of other canal
tunnels, was built without a towpath, so narrowboats could not be pulled through it
by horses. Instead, men called leggers had to lie on their backs and push against the
tunnel roof or walls to move the boats. Usually two leggers worked together, and it
took on average four hours for a loaded boat to go through the tunnel. As with many
others, the Hudders#eld Narrow Canal fell into disuse as canals became less popular
for transpor'ng goods and so ceased to be pro#table, and closed in 1943. It reopened
in 2001 for recrea"onal use, largely through the work of volunteers, and trips through
the tunnel are now possible (not powered by leggers).

At Marsden on the Yorkshire side is the Tunnel Visitor Centre. This contains some
helpful display boards and a few original bits of equipment. The hard work of the
navvies who built the canal and tunnels is referred to, but there seems to be no
men"on of those who died building them, and to be honest the centre is rather
underwhelming. However, some #ne walks on Marsden Moor and surrounding areas
do allow you to explore the industrial and transport history of the local area, and so of
Britain more generallyPB

wri"ng that there is no solu”on to the
problems facing Greek workers either
within capitalism or within Greece alone,
and that the only way out is to get rid of
capitalism on a world scale. But of course
he doesn’t mean the same. He envisages
(wait for it) this being led by ‘a single party

Labour, Lib-Dem, Tory
A ]

‘A currency union represents a posi‘ve

He employs the same language as us,

The Socialist Standard
examines their case

breakaway from Syriza, Popular Unity, in of the working class’ leading to a regime =
. . imi i i Socialist Standard, Freepost, London SW4 7BR
which SOAS professor and former Syriza Similar to what the Bolsheviks established :

MP Costas Lapatvitsas is prominent, with in Russia aler 1917. Trotskyists are so
predictable.

its call to leave the euro and restore the
drachma, a move which, in Silverman’s
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Sociiststnderd | 50 YEArs Ago  wpawe,

This pe%y patriolsm expressing itself as a dislike of

BB e . internalonal bankers (and America) is a characteris!c of the
CO nfus I O n O n Le&, one which clearly dis!nguishes them from Socialists.
Socialists know that patrio!sm is a delusion as workers have no

th e Ieo country.
“I[ EIWHI“MH"S Jepklns’ main charge against the Labour government was
that it was incompetent. Wilson was wrong, he said, in
un"Hn[N[:[ '"I“:K IT IS obvious that those trade union claiming to have been blown o# course;
s TR leaders who back the wages freeze he had steered right into the eye of
e | A€ MOt @CING in the interests of a hurricane. ‘Had the government
their members. But even those not heard of Keynes?’ he asked,
who oppose the freeze are hopelessly confused when i sugges!ng that since Keynes
comes to polilcs. This was well shown at a mee!ng on any government that allowed
September 1 organised by "ve of the unions opposing unemployment to grow must be
the freeze. incompetent.
Not seeing Socialism as a prac!cal alternalve, the This is another myth of the
"ve general secretaries who spoke o#ered their own Le&. Governments fail to solve
solu'on to the present "nancial problems of the Bri!sh our troubles not because they
capitalist class: cut military spending overseas; impose impo are incompetent or insincere or
controls; launch a produc!vity campaign and end the status of irresolute but because they are trying to
sterling as a reserve currency. On this last point, loud applausdo the impossible. Our problems just cannot be
followed a statement of the general secretary of the Associa!osolved within capitalism. The Le&, with their so-called solu'ons,
of Scien!"c Workers in which he said that they did not want  merely serve to keep alive the myth that capitalism can be
‘our’ currency being a commodity traded in by foreign bankers$ade to work in our interests. That is why Socialists oppose
Again, Clive Jenkins of ASSET commended De Gaulle’s policyhafim.
erec!ng a fence round France to prevent Americans buying up
French industries. ‘I'd like to see the same here’, he said amidst (Socialist Standarddctober 1966)

ACTION
REPLAY

. . . SOCIALIST STANDARD INDEX
idea of using a blackboard to illustrate FOR 2015

and develop tac!cs diagrams in pre-
match planning and post match analyses.
He was an ac!vist in the Associalon

Colin Veitch: pioneer Football Players Union (AFPU) set up in
1907. In November 190Bhompson’s

fOOtba” trade unionist Weekly Newsnnounced that several
leaders of AFPU including Colin Veitch
@ would write regular ar!cles for the
paper, providing a forum for the c 1Al OR
union’s views. The AFPU began .

nego!alons with the Football YOUR MO"E Y BACK

¢! Associalon but in April 1909 these

'ended without agreement. The The capitalist century,
'union threatened a strike and in by a socialist journal. A

* June the FA ordered all players running commentary of
'to leave the AFPU, and warned ::'e hundrodh years of
that if they did not by 1 July, their story - as it happened.

registralons as professionals would

For a copy send 2 second-class stamps
to: The Socialist Party, 52 Clapham
High St, London SW4 7UN

IN JULY Bobby Moore wag
honoured with an English
Heritage blue plaque, but |
he is not the "rst footballer |
to be recognised in this wayf  §
In 2013, Heaton History |
Group ran a successful
campaign to have Colin
Veitch awarded a Newcastl(/
City Council black plaque of
his house.

Colin Veitch was born | be cancelled. «Two World Wars
in Heaton in Newcastle Veitch resigned from the AFPU in Russian Rwolutlon :
in 1881. He captained J 4‘ order to carry on nego'alons with General Strike

Newcastle Schools in 1895. the FA and led the struggle to have The rise of Hitler

At Rutherford College, where he studied players reinstated. In August 1909, the . Spanish Civil War ;
a&er leaving school, he played for their FA agreed that professional players could s Hicoaliling BN SOCTALISM
football team, then regarded as one of  be members of the AFPU and the dispute The Silicon Chi bl
the "nest amateur sides in the North ended. Veitch was later the chairman oo
East, a%rac!ng the a%en!on of Newcastl®f the AFPU, now the Professional * Pop music
United for whom he played as an amateurFootballers Associalon, for a number of -..and much more
before turning professional in 1899. years. In polilcs he was a le&winger and
He was a versalle and talented had once been asked to stand as a Laboul g’:’y"d”m W"‘m:’ls‘lﬂdmw
football player who captained Newcastle candidate but turned this down. THE INDEPENDENT
United during their Edwardian heyday He died in 1938 a&er contracing A refreshing read...inspiring...a gem...
when the team won three Football pneumonia while recuperalng on holiday  yNDERGROUND FOCUS
League Championships (1905, 1907 in Bern in Switzerland at the age of only
and1909), the FA Cup in 1910 and "nalistg7. He is s!ll remembered in Newcastle See page 8 to order a copy

"ve Imes between 1905 -1912. A one-  as one of their greatest players.
Ime schoolteacher, he introduced the KEVIN
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Mee!lngs

For full details of all our meelngs and events see Blgetup site: hp://www.meetup.com/The-Socialist-Party-of-Great-Britain/

MANCHESTER

Saturday 1 October, 2.30 p.m.

“Where Will | Get My Apples?”

A discussion about ‘Democracy,
produc'!on and distribulon in a socialist
world.” The discussion will be opened by
Peter Rigg.

Venue: The Unicorn, 26 Church Street,
Manchester, M4 1PW

CANTERBURY

Saturday 8 October from 12.00 Noon
Street Stall

In the Parade pedestrian precinct.

NORWICH

Saturday 8 October, 2.00 — 5.00p.m.
East Anglian Regional Branch mee!ng
Venue: The Reindeer Pub, 10 Dereham
Road, Norwich, NR2 4AY.

Mee!ng up for lunch "rst at 12.00 Noon

at The Belle Vue Pub, 46 St Philips Road,

Norwich, NR2 3BL

Declaration of Principles

This declarason is the basis of our
organisason and, because it is also an
important historical document dasng
from the formaeon of the party in 1904,
its original language has been retained

Object

LONDON
Clapham

London Anarchist Bookfair
Saturday 29 October, 10.00a.m. — 7.00

Saturday October 15 and Sunday Octoberp.m.
16 from 10.30 a.m. — 5.00 p.m. both days Venue:% Park View School, West Green

Autumn Delegate Mee!ng
Venue: Socialist Party Premises, 52
Clapham High Street, London, SW4 7UN

LONDON

Chiswick

Tuesday 18 October, 8.00pm

THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Commi#ee Room, Chiswick Town Hall,
Heah"eld Terrace, W4 4JN

Edinburgh

Wednesday 26 October, 7.30 p.m. - 9.00
p.m.

“Introduc!on to Socialism”

Venue: The Autonomous Centre of
Edinburgh, 17 West Montgomery Place,
Edinburgh, EH7 5HA

of the working class will involve the
emancipalon of all mankind, without
dis!nc!on of race or sex.

5. That this emancipalon must be the
work of the working class itself.

The establishment of a system of society 6. That as the machinery of government,

based upon the common ownership
and democa!c control of the means
and instruments for producing and
distribu!'ng wealth by and in the interest
of the whole community.

Declara!on of Principles
The Socialist Party of Great Britain holds

1. That society as at present coiged is
based upon the ownership of the means

including the armed forces of the nalon,
exists only to conserve the monopoly
by the capitalist class of the wealth
taken from the workers, the working
class must organize consciously and
poli!cally for the conquest of the powers
of government, nalonal and local, in
order that this machinery, including
these forces, may be converted from an
instrument of oppression into the agent
of emancipalon and the overthrow of

of living (i.e. land, factories, railways, etc.)privilege, aristocra!c and plutocral!c.

by the capitalist or master class, and the
consequent enslavement of the working
class, by whose labour alone wealth is
produced.

2. That in society, therefore, there is an

7. That as all poli!cal par!es are but

the expression of class interests, and

as the interest of the working class is
diametrically opposed to the interests of
all seclons of the master class, the party

antagonism of interests, manifes!ng itself seeking working class emancipa!on must

as a class struggle between those who
possess but do not produce and those
who produce but do not possess.

be hoslle to every other party.

8. The Socialist Party of Great Britain,
therefore, enters the "eld of polilcal

3. That this antagonism can be abolished ac!on determined to wage war against

only by the emancipa!on of the working
class from the domina'on of the master

all other polilcal par'es, whether alleged
labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls

class, by the conversion into the common upon the members of the working class

property of society of the means of
produc!on and distribu'on, and their
democralc control by the whole people.

4. That as in the order of social evolu!on

the working class is the last class to
achieve its freedom, the emancipalon

SocialistStandard October 2016

of this country to muster under its banner
to the end that a speedy terminalon may
be wrought to the system which deprives
them of the fruits of their labour, and

that poverty may give place to comfort,
privilege to equality, and slavery to
freedom.

Road, London, N15 3QR
The Party will have a stall outside the
venue.%

NOVEMBER 2016

NORWICH

Saturday 12 November, 3.00 p.m.

“The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists”
Film followed by discussion

Detail of venue to be con"rmed.

EC Mee!ng

Saturdayb November 52 Clapham High
Street, London, SW4 7UN.Correspondence
should be sent to the General Secretary.
All ar!cles, le#ers and no!ces should be
sent to the Editorial Commi#ee.

Stressed?
Depressed?
Exploited?.

Y

=
}Sulda gone to
The Socialist Party

www . worldsocialism_org

Picture Credits

p2: London bombings — © Ellywa 2005 CCA-SA 3.0
Unported license.

p6: Opium jar, 2011, Bullenwéchter, CCA-SA 3.0
p7: Andrea Leadsom - © Policy Exchange 2013
Crealve Commons A#ribulon 2.0 Generic license.
David Blunke# - © Policy Exchange 2015 Crealve
Commons Atribulon 2.0 Generic license.

Tim Lougton - © Department for Educalon h#p://
www.educalon.gov.uk

p9: Co%ee plantalon in Quimbaya, 2005, Shaun
McRae, CCA-BY 2.5; FARC guerillas, 2006, US DEA, PD
p10: DPRK soldier, Kristoferb at English Wikipedia,
2009, CCA-SA 3.0; Unha-3 rocket, US DoD, PD; Trident
montage, US DoD, PD

pl2-13:Leave sign - © Albert Bridge 2016 CCA-SA
Generic license.

Remain sign - © Bob Harvey 2016 CCA-SA 2.0 Ge|
license.

pl4:La Terroriste - PD. IRA bombing - PD.

p15: Condor legion - © Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-
E20569-21 / CC-BY-SA 3.0

p16: Guernica - © Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-H25224 /
Unknown / CC-BY-SA 3.0. Fighters - PD.
p17-18:Sumerian tablet, 2009, Marie-Lan Nguyen,
CCA BY 2.5; Literacy map, Jolly Janner, 2015, PD;
Alabama school, 1934, Franklin D. Roosevelt
Presiden!al Library and Museum, PD

p19: San Quen!n Prison, California Department of
Correclons, 2006, PD

p20: Cut Out- www.waterstones.com

Southern Insurgencypress.uchicago.edu/ucp
p21:Delance- www.newhambooks.co.uk. Standedge
Tunnel - © 54north 2008 CCA-SA 3.0 Unported
license.

p22: De Gaulle - © Donald Sheridan 2013 CCA-SA
Internalonal licensep22: Colin Veitch -#p://www.
colinveitch.co.uk

p24: Cairo market, Joelsuganth, 2009, CCA-SA 3.0;
Daily Mail, 15th Jan 1934, PD; Malaria mosquito,
2004, US CDCP, PD

P.0

eric

#.0

23



Everything is for sale

‘Brokers in Egypt’s underground
trade in human body parts use
pros!tutes to tempt migrants to

sell their kidneys as hospitals turn a
blind eye to illicit dealing in donated
organs for transplants, a report sayq
Undocumented African migrants
arriving in Cairo, desperate for cash
told the Bri!sh Journal of Criminolog
that sex workrs were o"ered as a
“sweetener” before or a#er removal
of their organs. “(One pimp) used th
services of sex workers as leverage
when nego'alng fees with both
sellers and buyers,” the report said.
night with a sex worker was o"ered
as an extra inducement to sell.” Org
purchase is banned in Egypt, thoug
the country is a common des!nalon
for transplant tourism, along with
India, Pakistan and Russia, accordi
to separate research by Erasmus M
University Hospital Ro$erdam in
the Netherlands’ (news.trust.org, 2
September).

Cairo market - it's amazing
what you can buy

Not yet endangered

Some 40 percent of animal species
are parasites, a fact recognised by |
nursery rhyme Fleas (adapted from
salrical poem by Swi#):

Big "eas have li#le "eas,

Upon their backs to bite ‘em,
And li#le "eas have lesser "eas,
and so, ad in!nitum.

D. H. Lawrence in one of his poems
compared the mosquito and
capitalist:

The mosquito knows full well, small
as heis

he’s a beast of prey.

but a$er all

he only takes his bellyful,

he doesn’t put my blood in the bank|

‘Mosquitoes kill more humans than

any other animal and were linked
to roughly 500,000 deaths in 2015,
mostly from malaria. For more than
century, humans have used bed ne
screens and insec!cides as weapo
but mosquitoes keep coming back.
They are now carrying viruses like
Zika and dengue to new parts of the
world’ (wsj.com, 2 September).

Capitalism has eradicated
Rinderpest and Smallpox, and the
spread of Zika may hasten the dem
of its carriers. Yet, the driving force
capitalism is the pursuit of pro&t no
health. Neglected tropical diseases
(NTDs) are aptly named as they ardg
largely con&ned to members of our
class living in Africa, Asia and the
Americas. The eradicalon of NTDs
is possible but not pro&able. The
establishment of socialism means t
end of capitalism and the parasi!cal
1 percent.

Daily Mail leader ar!cle, 15 January, 193

Wages in a sick world

TheDaily Mailis a mine of

misinformal!on which has supported
fascism and today works with the
People’s Dailythe 0% cial organ of the
so-called Communist Party of China. That
the Brilsh Medical Associalon’s ‘Junior
Doctors Commi$ee (JDC) is full of Labour
Party members’ and ‘many are Jeremy
Corbyn supporters and have links to
Le#-wing group’ may well be true, but

to say they ‘idolise [sic] Marx’ and want

to make ‘capitalism history’ (dailymail.
co.uk, 2 September) is nonsense.
Socialists support aclon by doctors, just
as we do with any such ac!vity fought on
sound class lines, but would urge them
as fellow members of the 99 percent to
note the remarks of one Dr. Marx: ‘the
working class ought not to exaggerate to
themselves the ul!mate working of thesem.. /W?ﬁg
everyday struggles. They ought notto . '
forget that they are &gh!ng with e"ects...
that they are applying pallialves, not _—"===<
curing the malady’\(alue, Price and Remind you
Pro't, 1865). of anyone?
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