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Introducing the Socialist Party

The Socialist Party is like no other poli$calpatch up capitalism.
party in Britain. It is made up of people
who have joined together
because we want to get
rid of the pro!t system
and establish real
socialism. Our aim is
to persuade others to
become socialist and
act for themselves,
organising
democra$cally and
without leaders, to
bring about the kind
of society that we are
advoca$ng in this journal.
We are solely concerned with
building a movement of socialists

for socialism. We are not a reformist
party with a programme of policies to

to make new socialists. We
publish pamphlets and
books, as well as CDs,
DVDs and various
other informa$ve
material. We
also give talks
and take part in
debates; a"end
rallies, mee$ngs
and demos;
run educa$onal
conferences; host
internet discussion
forums, make !Ims
presen$ng our ideas, and
contest elec$ons when prac$cal.
Socialist literature is available in Arabic,

Bengali, Dutch, Esperanto, French,
We use every possible opportunity German, Italian, Polish, Spanish, Swedish
and Turkish as well as English.
The more of you who join the Socialist
Party the more we will be able to get our
ideas across, the more experiences we
will be able to draw on and greater will be
the new ideas for building the movement
which you will be able to bring us.
The Socialist Party is an organisa$on of
equals. There is no leader and there are
no followers. So, if you are going to join
we want you to be sure that you agree
fully with what we stand for and that we
are sa$s!ed that you understand the case
for socialism.

All original material is available under the Crea$ve
Commons A'"ribu$on-NoDerivs 2.0 UK: England & Wales
(CC BY-ND 2.0 UK) licence.
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Editorial

EU referendum: an irrelevant sideshow

WE FACE months of debate over Britaiwill need the labour of those of us who exists in the midst of plenty of food.

staying in or leaving the European work to make their proets for them.
Union. It is already dominasng In order to do business, there will
headlines and all poliecal discussions, have to be arrangements with other
yet it is not the most pressing issue governments, especially those that
facing us by a long shot. neighbour Britain. Presy much all free
In the UK thousands of early deaths trade agreements have an arbitrason
each year are related to poor diet, fuel process, which will mean courts telling
poverty and inequality. Wages have onlyhe Briesh government what to do in
just returned to the same value they  order to comply with the treaces it
had in 2008, before the Great Crash, signed.
and are growing slowly. 1.7 million They’ll s¢ll need to ensure that
people are unemployed (according to goods and workers can get from A to
oecial stassecs) and millions more are B without massive queues, delays and
working in insecure and stressful jobs. bureaucracy. The only countries with
In reality, it doesn’t maser for the truly controlled borders are the likes of

Anthropogenic climate change is
changing eco-systems across the world.
Millions are displaced by war. These
are human problems, that we must
confront on a worldwide scale.

If we want pracecal control of our
own lives, if we want to confront
these problems, we have to organise
on a worldwide basis, not a nasonal
basis. We need to join with the vast
majority of the world who do not own
it, in order to bring the wealth of the
world under the democrasc control of
everyone, rather than taking sides in a
faceonal dispute between members of

vast majority of us, yet the poliecians Cuba and North Korea, whose examplethe propereed class.

and journalists are full of discussions are hardly worth following.
about whether or not Britain should be  The owners of capital will sell try to

part of the EU. ensure that they get privileged access
Those who own the produceve to the corridors of power, so that the
wealth of society aren’t going to rules and terms of trade are in their

willingly let their capital lie idle. Inor  favour. Most of us will conenue to have

out of the EU, they will need workers  as liele control over the laws of the land

and seek proets in presy much the as before.
same way. They will always seek to Worldwide millions die due to lack of
make the most proet they can, and theyavailable medical services. Starvason
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FATHEINDERS

Captidiism's war on
the war on drugs

IT MAY come as a surprise to some
that the Tory government has since the
coali'on years been promo!ng the idea
of ‘evidence-based policy’ and using it
as a buzz-phrase in their publica!ons.

notally Arshibirafinbaeol & B M Rine
Penning, the minister responsible for the
bill, was ebulliently unapologe!c: ‘We
will ensure that we insert what we want
to insert [into the exemp!on list], while
at the same !'me having a blanket ban'.
Insurrec!on duly followed from the Tory
benches over the use of amyl nitrate
‘poppers’, which are highs and muscle

Insofar as they are genuinely pursuing this'€/axants popular among gays and which

laudable aim we could hardly object. But
are they?

Not according to anyone who's looked
at the terms of the new Psychoac!ve
Substances Act, which blanket-
bans anything ‘intended for human
consump!on that is capable of producing
a psychoac!ve e"ect’ and which was due
to come into force on 6 April (gov.uk/
government/collec!ons/psychoac!ve-
substances-hill-2015).

The Act has already hit a major snag,
forcing the commencement date to be
postponed, with no new date set. The
problem is that the government has
o"ered no meaningful and unambiguous
de#nilon of the term ‘psychoac!ve’. The
result is that ministers don’t know exactly
what they are banning, which means that
the police can't enforce the Act (Poli'cs.
co.uk 30 March).

But surely the government, commi$ed
to ‘evidence-based policy’, would have
sought the advice of its own Advisory
Council on the Misuse of Drugs, which
was set up over 40 years ago in order —
theore!cally — to provide the scien!#c
case for the war on drugs? The problem

now were threatened with criminalisalon.
‘Some!mes when something is
proposed which becomes personal to
you, you realise the government is about
to do something fantas!cally stupid’ said
Crispin Blunt, gay Tory MP and popper-
user, in a Commons speech in January
which served to create an embarrassing
associalon between banning party drugs
and homophobiaTelegraph 20 January).
A%er further lambas!ng from the Labour
benches the government retreated in
some confusion and instructed the ACMD
to #nd a way to get poppers onto the
exemp!on register in order to avoid a
back-bench mulny. The almost equally
mu!nous ACMD, commanded to produce
‘evidence’ in support of a stupid Act but
to keep silent otherwise, duly obliged with
a technical fudge arguing that as poppers
mainly a"ect blood vessels and do not
directly target brain cells they couldn’t be

Sai'u‘fe:.TFﬁé"WJ/i‘u‘J'F'r\@&.G’Qﬂ‘{.j&?.‘..s&‘: Ul
came out in support in 2014. In the UK,
cannabis-related arrests have fallen by
50 percent since 2010 and several police
commissioners have stated that they
will not arrest users or growers of small
amounts. The Lib Dems, with the reckless
daring of the electorally doomed, are
proposing a new Cannabis Regulalon
Authority to oversee a legal retail industry
(poli'cs.co.uk 20 April). As things stand,
however, Labour and Tories in general s!ll
see drug liberalisalon as polilcal suicide.
Even in its own terms, capitalism has
done some bizarre things, and prohibilon
must count among the most logic-defying,
because it has forced a decoupling of
the capitalist market from capitalist
legislalon, thereby shu&ng down the
normal operalons of capitalist produc!on
(including quality control) and instead
opening up an en'rely unregulated black
market, a kind of ‘dark capitalism’, which
is today worth around *500bn globally,
more than the market value of Google
or Microso%. This has in turn produced
a global disaster of racketeering and
murder that dwarfs what happened in Al
Capone’s !'me. The policing cost to the
ruling class has been staggering, but the
cost in deaths is even more so. Mexico’s
average life-span has actually lowered due

said to cause a genuine psychoac!ve e"ecto the gigan!c number of drug-related

(New Scien!st2 April). The fact that this
is pseudo-sciency-sounding-codswallop
is abundantly obvious to any popper user
ge&ng the instant highs, and 0%en the
banging headaches a%erwards.

deaths New Scien!st9 April). Whoever
has been winning the war on drugs, itisn’t
governments, it isn't the (licit) capitalist
class and it certainly isn’t workers either.

here is that, ever since the days of ACMD  This draconian and ill-conceived Act isn'tUncelebrated centenary
just illegally-dra%ed scien!#c nonsense, it'$he history of drug prohibilon has

chairman David Nu$, who was famously
sacked by New Labour for stalng that
taking ecstasy was less dangerous
than horse-riding and for describing
government drug policy as ‘beyond
absurd’, the government has not trusted

the ACMD to toe the line and has cut
them out of all consultalon on
~ the new Act. This despite the
fact that ‘It is actually a legal
requirement set out in the
Misuse of Drugs Act 1971
.= that the ACMD must be

\ consulted before alteralons
to the Act or new legislalon
is brought in’ (bbc.co.uk/

news/uk-33079042). Not
~ surprisingly, members of the
> ACMD were reported
~ to be ‘furious..

Health

i, campaigners have,
" also not surprisingly,

_ ridiculed the illogic

=N .

of a universal ban on
relalvely harmless
drugs while exemp!ng
some of the worst,

e

really the last desperate cheer in the UK
for one of capitalism’s biggest avoidable
own-goals, the ‘war on drugs’.

The bigger picture
Worldwide, state an!-drug policies are
in total disarray. While China, Russia and

nothing to do with science and everything
to do with racism and an!-worker
condescension by governing classes. Drugs
were #rst banned in the UK in 1916 under
the 1914 Defence of the Realm Act, a%er a
moral panic about drugs in the front line.
But where post-war bans on alcohol failed

remarkably, Sweden, are trying gamely to quickly due to its universal popularity,
stay hard-line on prohibi'on, the Americas the prohibilon on other, relalvely niche

are in the process of hois!ng the white
'ag, at least in the case of cannabis,

by far the world’s most popular illicit
drug. A%er years of decriminalisa!on,
California is set to legalise cannabis
this November, a%er Colorado in 2014
and Washington DC in 2015. Federal
regulalon is expected within #ve years,
while Canada has already announced

narcolcs, remained sustainable un!|
globalisalon in modern !'mes has created
a Frankenstein’s monster.

Exactly a century later, the signs are that
capitalism is beginning to realise what it’s
missing out on, and is not going to allow
its own legislalon — which normally exists
to protect it — to con!'nue ge&ng in its
way. How to sell this enormous policy

plans to create its own regulated cannabisU-turn to voters who have grown up being

market in 2017. Uruguay ‘went legal’ in

brainwashed by government propaganda

2013 and other South American countries against drugs is currently the problem

including Argen!na and Ecuador are
likely to follow suit. The Czech Republic
legalised ‘medicinal’ marijuana in 2013,

proving precisely too much for Cameron
and his Tories, or for many Labourites
hoping for re-elec!on, but there’s no

and Germany is soon embarking on a hugdoubt where the smart money wants to

medicinal cannabis programme. Spain,
Italy and Australia will probably to do the

go next.
PJS
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TheAvallablility Heurisec

Logical thinking, and how to do it ‘the troubles’ in Northern Ireland, since the late six-es there
have been 36,000 shooeng incidents and over 10,000 bomb
explosions, with more than 3,500 people killed, 1,707 of them
by the IRA. So whilst it is true there has been a recent upsurge in
Islamist inspired terrorism, this has yet to reach levels anything
like those previously experienced, the total death count from
Sslamist inspired terrorism in the UK is currently less than 60.
Yet there has been an area in recent years that has seen a
rise in deaths, but as it is largely hidden from view its presence
weighs lisle on the public mind. Excess winter deaths (the
amount of deaths occurring in winter months compared to the
average amount of deaths in non-winter months) are at a 15
year high. Between December 2014 and March 2015 there were
almost 44,000 of these excess deaths
— the largest annual rise in almost sve
decades. Part of the reason for the
increase has been put down to the
eu vaccine being not as eseceve as in
previous years but the background story
is one of poor housing, poverty and
pensioners who can't asord to pay for heasng.
So rather than being at risk from an unprecedented threat of
ihadi terrorism, it is the more mundane features of society, such

. . . . in te provisioning for the elderly that are the real killers.
So, whilst media coverage and public percepeon of terrorist as inadequate provisioning for the elderly that are the real killers

threat appears to be on the rise, is the UK really facing a greateF’Ut as these vicems die silently and in private, and because of
terrorist threat than it ever has known before? According to he availability heuris-c, they are unlikely to come to mind when

the Coneict Archive on the Internet, a website that documents g‘\']rlljkmg about threats fo life.

‘What we’re facing in Irag now with Isis is a greater and deeper
threat to our security than we have known before.

David Cameron, 29 August 2014.

A common cognieve bias is the availability heurisec - this is
the tendency to create a picture of the world using the element
that most easily come to mind. When assessing risk we will
most likely give much more@neon
to sensasonal dramasc events than to
more commonplace, but less spectacul
happenings. Striking and emoeve stori
seck more in our mind causing us to
ignore, forget or downplay the larger,
but more abstract, picture presented by
staesecal evidence. Repeated media reports of violence will lea
to people thinking that the world is much more dangerous than
it actually is, since violent acts leave a vivid and quickly recallal
picture in the mind, this being one of the reasons that acts of
terror are commieed in the erst place. To avoid falling foul of
this heurisec we need to remember that events do not happen
more o*en just because we can think of them more readily, we
should be prepared to queseon any inieal conclusions that come,
to mind.
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and behave? How does the economy really funceon? How did
Su mmer SChOOl money come to be such a dominant force? We also look forward
22nd - 24th July 2016 to a moneyless socialist society, which will be — in more than one

sense of the word — free.
Talks include:
Janet Surman discusses a moneyless society: ‘Proeeng From A
Money sows through every aspect of society, and therefore Moneyless World’
aeects every aspect of our lives. What possessions we have, thédam Buick presents ‘An Idiot’s Guide To Banking: How To Avoid
elciency of the services we use, and how we are supposed to Being A Currency Crank'’.
value ourselves are all shaped by the money system. Full resideneal cost (including accommodason and meals
We're encouraged to think of the economy in much the same Friday evening to Sunday asernoon) is £100. The concessionary
way as we think about the weather — something changeable, rate is £50. Day visitors are welcome, but please book in advance.
but always there. When the climate is ‘good’, life feels brighter.  To book a place, send a cheque (payable to the Socialist Party
When the climate is ‘bad’, we huddle down unel we can ride outof Great Britain) to Summer School, Suson Farm, Aldborough,
the storm. Although we’ll always have the weather, the economyBoroughbridge, York, YO51 9ER, or book online through the QR
doesn’t have to be permanent. code or at hep://spgb.net/summerschool2016. E-mail enquiries
Our weekend of talks and discussion looks at the role of monéy spgbschool@yahoo.co.uk
in our society. In what ways does money asect how we think

Fircroe College, Birmingham
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‘Chris"an values’? One big issue he may have wrestled with
E a[n % a[n We, in the UK, must ‘stand together and would have been tax avoidance schemes

defend’ these values in the face of threats for the rich, which only a few weeks ago he

. from terrorism he said. And he singled out slammed as being ‘totally unacceptable’
Cnris'an’vaiues ‘Responsibility, hard work, compassion andand ‘morally wrong’.
pride in working for the common good’ Imagine his theological uncertain"es

MARGARET THATCHER used to lie awaﬁéthe kind of values that Chris"ans, or at when the ‘Panama Papers’ tax avoidance
at night and fantasise about ‘Victorian least Tory ones, hold and are in danger of scandal came to light and it emerged that

values’ and how, if only they could be being blasted out of existgnce by Isis.
reintroduced, the working class would Had he consulted his bible, he would
learn to know their place. These days,

however. since there are few colon mills di%erent values, and he didn’t hesitate to

or coal mines remaining where small exercise them vyhen dealing With anyone
children in rags can be put to work for ~ Who annoyed him —the Amalakites, for
six days a week, or cheery young urchins example. He told Saul to ‘u!erly destroy
for that maler, who for a crust of bread @l that they have, and spare them not;
can be forced up chimneys to clear them but sl_ay both man and woman, infant and
of soot, it's not an idea we hear so much Suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass’(1
about. Samuel. 15 v3-4).You can see where that

What we need now, we are told, are
‘Chris"an values’, and although there
is some confusion, especially amongst
those who recommend them, as to what 2SRy
they actually are, they probably amount ~ 9rasp ?f Chris"an
to prely much the same thing. And their ~ Values’ though.
big advantage is that they can be bandied Although he
about as the cure for everything from the ©nce described
perilous state of the NHS and the steel hlrnself as b,elng
industry to street beggars. a cprpml!ed

So for David Cameron’s Easter messageChris"an, he

can't you?
We can perhaps make allowances for
Cameron’s shaky =—m

to the Tory faithful, delivered just a#er ~ admi'ed that
the Islamic terrorist bombing in Brussels, he‘ was only
and another one targe"ng a children’s a ‘vaguely

playground in Lahore even as he $nished prac“smg" one,
speaking, what beler way to assure and was full of -
everyone that he, and God, were s"llin ~ doubts’ on the big,
control than a rousing speech on good old 'SSU€S.

cooking the books

When supply exceeds demand ....

e

not produce steel at a cost below the
price they would get from selling it. This

gone up but because the world market
price of steel has fallen. As tiiégmes(30
rch) pointed out, there is ‘a global
glut of supply. Capacity u"lisa"on in the
global steel industry is just 66 per cent.’
This glut, and overcapacity and
overproduc”on (in rela"on to market

THE CAPITALIST class is not a monolit
block with a single interest. They are
united of course in wan"ng capitalism

to con"nue and a government to

enforce their ownership, but beyond

that it's a mass of o#en con&ic"ng
sec"onal interests of par"cular groups,
industries and $rms. An important role
of governments is to arbitrate between
these con&ic"ng interests.

The current crisis in the Bri"sh steel
industry is a case in point. Tata, the India
based capitalist conglomerate which
owned the Port Talbot steelworks (which
shows that capitalism is interna"onal
and that the Leninist theory that
imperialist Britain exploits capitalist India

5 METESE = A E I LT =) does it, others are permi'ed to retaliate

RN D CEESE OF (16 [0 by imposing or increasing tari%s. This
making a pro$t. In fact it was said to have y 1mp 9 9 0>

been making a loss of £1 million a day. IS Wh;t tf:(edEg R 1 d% bUtttTis
No capitalist $rm is going to put up with was blocked by some member-states,

Tt o [ including Britain. But why? Didn’t the
The reas%n why Tata’s Port Talbot Bri"sh government want to protect the

works had not been making a pro$t is
that it was not ‘compe""ve’, i.e. could

the world economic slump that followed
the Great Crash of 2008, from which
the world economic has not yet fully
recovered.

capacity. The policy its rulers have

the money invested in its steel industry
has been to sell its steel below its cost
of produc”on. In short, dumping. This
is not allowed under interna“onal trade
agreements or, rather, if one country

didn’t want a higher tari% as this would

his father, whose fortune was es"mated
in the 2009Sunday Times Rich LastE10

have found God held a whole range of verymillion, had made his fortune in 0%shore

funds in Panama and Geneva, and that he,
too had bene$!ed from these.

Fortunately a#er much soul searching
and examining his ‘Chris"an values’ he was
able to explain that although such schemes
for the rich may be slightly ‘totally
unacceptable’ and perhaps even a "ny bit
‘morally wrong’, they were perfectly legal,

other God, the ISIS one, gets his ideas fromnd anyway, his father’s $nancial a%airs
were ‘a private maler’.
NW

Tradi'onal!Chris!an!values:!French!
reenactment!oflthe!First!Crusade

put up the price of steel in Europe
and so increase the produc”on costs of

was not because its produc”on costs hadindustries consuming steel.

The BBC reported (1 April): ‘“The
European Steel Associa"on said the UK
had been blocking an EU measure which
would have tackled the “dumping” of
cheap Chinese steel in Europe, which is
partly being blamed for the crisis. (....)
The UK has argued against higher tari%s,

demand not needs), is a manifesta"on of saying they would hit other sectors such

as the car industry, which import a lot of
foreign steel.” Thdimesthat day added:
‘Mr Javid con$rmed his opposi“on

last month, saying that it could hurt

China too has a surplus steel-producingconsumers and other businesses using

steel products.’

adopted to try to recover some at least of Explaining this to the Port Talbot

steelworkers was never going to be easy.
Business Secretary Sajid Javid came
across more as the investment banker
he once was than as an astute poli“cian.
But he gets full marks for honesty when
he told the Engineering Employers
Federa"on:

‘We have to recognise what
government can do and what it can't.
There is a huge overcapacity and a fall in
world demand and we can’t change that’

Bri"sh steel industry? In a word, No. They(Times 31 March).

Precisely.

SocialistStandard May 2016



In Europe or ou

gree with: Britain will not join the

¢ Euro; will keep its own border controls;

will impose tough new restriceons on

D ’?nigrants’ access to the welfare system.
O you care?™

IN EUROPE or Out? Do You Care?
The events of this not-so-merry month

of May have +lled quite a few pages

in quite a few diaries. There was the

of the People about the varying styles of
organising local councils. Which led on
to The Big One — the June Referendum
to decide would Briesh capitalism grope
more euently as part of a European
combine — calling itself a Union even
when unity is clearly absent from the
relasonships within it. This dispute has
been bubbling along for some *me,
ferelising a number of groups such as

Meanwhile a well-publicised example of
the propaganda style and tacecs at work
in the current dispute emerged from the
other side — the so-called Brexit camp.

for leaking documents is not known).

Her boss at the Vote Leave campaign is
Ma#hew Ellio#, a regular advocate of
cu%ng government spending, including
those which he agrees would entail *...a
painful process for public service workers’.
A previous praceeoner of this policy was
the Blair government which applied the
Private Finance Inisasve (PFI) policy of
encouraging private investment in, among

This was in the form of an email from one other concerns, the NHS. In 2001 Jon
opportunity to juggle with the names of a Cleo Watson which saw the light of day  Sussex of the O!ce of Health Economics
ragbag of claimants to be Representasvesthrough being leaked by, it was rumoured, recalled that in May 1997 the Blair

Michael Gove, close ally and friend of
David Cameron who once consoled
him by naming him Lord Chancellor
and Minister of Jusece. But now Gove
is opposing Cameron, he is among the

government ‘enthusiasecally advanced PFlI
in all parts of the public sector’. Between
then and 2001 some 85 percent of the
funding of major NHS capital projects
came from private sources , with PFI

Vote Leave camp and notoriously alert to expanding from new hospital buildings to

involve himself in any act of ungrateful

services such as informason technology,

subversion. Cleo Watson asked senior NH&anners and so on. This policy was

sta" to support a le#er, to be published
a few days later, which argued that while

Remain (for the Union) or Leave (against).the NHS is ‘a great Briesh insetueon that

Pamphlet

In eme for the Referendum
the government produced
a 14-page pamphlet which,
apart from its absorbing
photographs of things

like a full supermarket
basket and an unedy
kitchen table, set out a case
for Britain remaining within the
EU (which Cameron is always careful to
insist will be a ‘reformed’ Union). This
was an o!cial publicason, carrying the
government crest and it was delivered to
every household in the country at a cost

of 34p each and some might have thoughtPasents are having to wait

that this was a very reasonable price to
pay for so comprehensive an exercise

in falsehood. The o!cial excuse for the
cost and the work involved was that the
leaset was in response to the results of a
recent survey in which some 85 percent
of the public expressed a need for the
full facts about the Referendum. On the
other side of the argument Boris Johnson
blabbered a protest much as expected
from him: it was, he said, ‘crazy’ that

the government should spend such a lot
of money in such a cause: ‘Given that |
think it's very likely it will be very biased
and hysterical and warning unnecessarily
about the risks of leaving the EU, | think
it's a complete waste of money’. Which
might have been more convincing except
that Johnson is always liable to promote
his poliecal ambicons by speeches which
can most suitably be pigeonholed as

resources. In any case the leaset states
a case which in many respects he should

SocialistStandard May 2016

families rely on ...it is
being asked

to make
huge cuts at a
eme of rising demand.

longer for treatment, hospital

descits are increasing and doctors are
on strike a$er being told they must take
a pay cut ...” To stay in the EU would be
inceneve for the government to ‘starve

carried on by the Tory government under
the 2012 Health and Social Care Act, so
that in April 2015 the Minister of Health
Jeremy Hunt signed a deal worth an
esemated £780 million with a number
of private ¢rms to take over work done
previously by the NHS. But there were
serious queseons to be asked
about some of those
erms. Vanguard
had been in
trouble over
a programme
of ‘rushed’
operasons
with serious
complicasons for
the pacents. In one
of the last PFI decisions
by Labour’s Health
Secretary Andy Burnham
the Hinchinbrooke Hospital
in Cambridgeshire was handed
over to Circle Healthcare, which in January
2015 was trying to withdraw a$er being

the NHS of its necessary enancial supportassessed as ‘inadequate’ and itself rasng
— as Cameron and Hunt have done in the the deal as ‘no longer *nancially viable'.

past. There is in this episode more than
a suggeseon of irony. But it cannot be
ignored that members of the Vote Leave
group who rely on the current NHS crisis
for ammunieon were recently on the
other side, arguing that a sustainable
Health Service demanded deeper cuts,
restricted service, fewer doctors and
nurses and longer waieng lists.

PFI
Cleo Watson presents herself as having
skills in Strategic Communicaeons in

The present Referendum about
European Union is not the erst. In 1975
the Wilson government organised one
which resulted in a 67 percent vote in
favour of membership of the European
Economic Community. But since then
enough problems have accumulated
to cause another vote. Which should
encourage all who parecipate to reeect on
the mass of evidence about the persistent
chaos of capitalism in Europe and across
the world and to consider some response
other than obediently openg for one side

poliecal campaigns which she has applied or the other in a contest between two
biased, hysterical and a waste of valuable in jobs such as her recent — very brief

— period as an intern for Michael Gove
(whether that included responsibility

disasters.
IVAN
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St Kilda and Socialism

The last na!ve resident of St Kilda died in April.
This remote part of Britain used to prac!se a

communis!c society.

SOCIALISTS, WHEN asked about
examples of common ownership and
control in ac'on, o"en refer to peoples
who live or lived in a social system that
we term ‘primilve communism’, 0"en

was assigned on the basis of individual
skills, and there was no private property
apart from accommodalon, furniture,

where shall it be sought?”’
In 1887 Robert Connell observed in his
St. Kilda and the St, Kildian$o discover

and other personal items. The community the socialis!c principle you have only to

made sure that those who were sick,

tribes in the Amazonian rainforest. Yet 110disabled, or elderly could live at the
miles west of the Sco#sh mainland there same standard as anyone else. A large
are a small cluster of islands known as St propor!on of the communal work involved ‘all things common’ this la%er-day Ananias
Kilda, inhabited for at least two millennia the catching of sea birds and the gatheringwill share his spoail, to the last leaf, with

and with a popula'on probably never
exceeding 180, where a form of primi!ve
communism prevailed.

In theory St Kilda was part of Scotland
but it was e$ec!vely overlooked. The
Inland Revenue never a%empted to

of eggs. A"er a day capturing fulmars,
for example, all the dead birds would be

toss a roll of tobacco — an ounce will serve
the purpose as well -etthe 'rst man that
accosts you. True to the apostolic theory of

every smoker on the island.
The men of Hirta (the only inhabitable

placed on a large pile, and then distributedisland) would meet every morning in what
to each family according to the size of the was the daily ‘Parliament’. It had no rules,

family. Men who returned with especially
large quan!!es of fulmars would receive

impose taxalon, and the inhabitants of St the same share as any other.
Kilda were never invited to register on an

In 1838, a traveller, Lachlan MacLean
wrote ‘If St Kilda is not the
Eutopia so long sought, where
will it be found? Where is the
land which has neither arms,

4! taxgatherer’s bill threatens on
a church door, the game-laws

{ reach not the gannets. Safe in
its own whirlwinds, and cradled
in its own tempests, it heeds

B i LS ot the storms which shake the
s & St Kilda islanders, 188]7 foundalons of Europe — and

electoral roll. No crime was ever o&cially
recorded. No one from St Kilda was
called up into the armed forces. Un!l the
nineteenth century money was not used
on St Kilda. On the islands the islanders

acknowledging the dominion of
M’Leod, cares not who sways the Bri!'sh

sceptre. Well may the pampered na!ve of

happy Hirt refuse to change his situalon
— his slumbers are late — his labours are
light — his occupalon his amusement.

had developed a self-su&cient communal Government he has not — law he feels
economy based on seabirds (meat, oil andnot — physic he wants not — polilcs he
eggs), Soay sheep, 'shing, and some smalheeds not — money he sees not — of war

scale cro"ing.

On the whole the people were le" free
to develop their own type of society.
The outcome was a form of communism
in which decisions a$ec!ng the whole
community were taken in a collec!ve
manner (though only by the men), work
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he hears not. His state is his city, his city

no chairman and par!cipants arrived in
their own !'me. This was a mee!ng to
share informalon, discuss current issues,
resolve disputes, and make decisions, in
par'cular in relalon to work that needed
to be done. Decisions were reached by
consensus. ‘O"en the proceedings are
anything but harmonious, and the loud

_ money, care, physic, polilcs, nor talking of the men at one and the same
" taxes? That land is St Kilda. No moment is sugges!ve of anything but

a peaceful solu'on. However, when a
decision is arrived at the malcontents
readily give way, and co-operate cordially
with the majority.” Never in recorded
history were feuds bi%er enough as to
bring about a permanent division in the
community.

Like the free workers of Jamaica that
Marx describes in th&rundrissevho,
being ‘content to produce what was strictly
necessary for their own consump!on’, and
how they were portrayed by the plantalon
owners as idle and indulgent, so the St
Kildans were similarly held in contempt
by visitors and churchmen for their
produc!on just of use-values and their
adherence to their home-grown version of

is his social circle, he has the liberty of his communism of directly sa!sfying needs.
thoughts, his aclons, and his kingdom and The enlre populalon was evacuated in
all the world are his equals. His climate is 1930 and so ended perhaps the longest
mild, and his island green, and the strangesurviving example of a communis!c system

who might corrupt him shuns its shores.
If happiness is not a dweller in St Kilda,

in ac!on on Bri!sh soil.
ALJO



The General Strike:
A Weapon of Class War

On the 9@ anniversary of the 1926 General Strike we look again at its lessons and at the uses and
limitasons of this class struggle tacec.

toedefendsthesminers.sItshasebeensclaimedethateas TheeSocialistePartyerealisticallyeunderstoodethatsthereswasenoe

signieicanteproportionsofsthesunioneleadershipsactuallys immediatesquestioneoferevolution.sWeesfavouredsthesgenerale
fearedevictory.s‘lsamenoteinefearsofsthescapitalisteclass.s Theonlystrikesforethe«limitedsobjective-ofeexertingemassivespressures
classelsfearsissmysown,ssaid+J.R.+CleyneseofethesGeneralsands uponeemployersetoeconcede-overspay-orsconditions.sWeshade
MunicipalsWorkerseUnion.eTradesunionsleaderssweresnotsgoingadvocated:
toechallengestheestatesevenethougheasethesstrikescontinued,* «'...combinedeactionebysthesworkersstosresiststheswholesales
moresandsmorescontroleoverethesday-to-day-functioningeofe onslaughteby-thesmasterssupon-wagessandsworkinge
societyespassedsintostheshandseofsthesstrikers.eThesTUC+Generabnditions...ethatethesoldssectionalsmode-ofsindustrialewarfares
Councilsbetrayedeeverysresolutioneuponswhichsthesstrikescalls waseobsolete;ethat,swhilesthesdevelopmentsofeindustryshadse
waseissuedeandewithouteaesinglesconcessionsbeingegained.s  unitedsthesmasterseintoegiantecombinations,swithsinterestse
Thesminerssweresleftstoeeightethesmine-owners,sbackedsby-thesramifyingeineeverysdirection,ssupportedeateeveryspointeby-thee

T hesGeneralsStrikeelastedesfrome3etoe12eMaysineaneattempty\Vhate\We-Said

government,sonstheireown.» forceseofsthesState,srepresentingsthesentirescapitalisteclass,sthee
Mostecommentatorseagreeethatetheestrengtheofetheestrikee  divisioneamongsthesworkers,saccordingstostheirsoccupations,e
camesfrometheesolidaritysofetheegrass-rootsemassesupporte ledeautomaticallystoetheiresteadysdefeateinedetail.e Theeonlye

andsthesweaknesssfromeabovesby-ancindecisivesbureaucracy.s hope,sevensforstheslimitedepurpose-ofsrestrictingsthesextents
‘There’seneversbeeneanythingelikesit.¢Ifethesblightersso’sleaderssofsthe-defeat,lay,stherefore,sinsclassecombination....economice

heresdinnaesleteusedownswe’llshaesthescapitalistsecrawlin’s andepoliticalsignoranceskeptethesworkersedividedsandsthe*
onetheirebellieseineasweek.sOheboy,eit'sethesrevolutioneatelast,* defeatsewenteon.sYeteevenewormsswillsturn,canderatseforcede
saideonesstrikersineGlasgow.*Revolutionswaseexactlyswhate intoecornersewillesighte... Theresiseaslimiteevenstosthesstupiditye

thestradeeunionsleadersedidn’'tswant.sThesGeneralsStrikeeshade ofesheep;sandenotealletheesmooth-tonguedeeloquencesofstheire
openedeasPandora’'seBoxeandeinetheswordssofeNUReleaders  shepherdsscouldepreventstheeslocksfromerealisingethatstheys
CharliesCrampe—s‘Nevereagain!’«andesaidsBeneTurnereofethee mayeasewellshangetogethersasshangsseparately.
TUC+GeneraleCouncil:*‘lsneverewantstoeseesanother.*Thestrades TheSocialistsStandarqgdune+1926)-lamentedsthesTUC’selacke
unioneactivists’sshockeatsthescall-offswaseonlysmatchedsbys ofestrikesplans:

thesemployers’sandsgovernment’seunexpectedssurprise.ee/As ‘Aseaneexpressioneofeworking-classesolidaritystheeresponses
victoriousearmyedisarmedeandehandedeoveretositseenemies,’s  ofsthesrankesandsileswaseunquestionably-unprecedented;sbute
declaredeanothersGlasgowestriker. theslongemonths,snay,eyearseofedelaysfoundseffectsinethesofsiciale
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confusionsbetweens‘essential’>andsnon-essentialsoccupations,s

theehandlingeofegoodsebyssomeeunionsswhicheweresbannede

possessesenothing.sTheefailuresofeasgeneralsstrikecinvolvesereals
suffering,eandesdiscouragedeandsdisconsolate,sdefeatedsstrikerse

bysotherseandsthesissuingeofepermitseonesdayswhichshadetosbeaithdrawsfromstheemovementsintoepassivitysandeapathy.ssAs

withdrawnetheenext.sJusteprioretostheestrikesthesrailwaymens

generalsstrikesise‘Allsorenothing!’sWorkerseshouldsthinkstwices

weresworkingeovertimesprovidingstheecompaniesewithethescoals aboutesupportingesucheaesgamble.

toerunetheireblacklegetrainse...

Thereeareesomeswhoeseekstostransformeasproposedegenerale

Ineparticular,sweeurgedethesworkingeclassetoslearnstheslessonstrikesagainsteausterity,sforeinstance,¢intoeaspoliticalegenerale

ofethesGeneraleStrike:
*“Theeoutlooksbeforesthesworkerseiseblack,sindeed,*butenote

strike,susingethesoppositionstosthescutseassthesslogansestos
mobilisesaround.sTheysexpectsthat-because-ofeassustainede

hopeless,ifetheyswillsbutelearnstheslessonseofethisegreatesteofeajeneralestrikesthesnormaleeconomicslifesofsthescountryswillsbee
disasters.s'Trusteyoursleaders!”swesweresadjuredeinsthesPresse suspended,sandethereswouldsbesa-totalestoppagesinedistributione

andsfromsthesplatformseofsthesLaboureParty,sandstheefollysofe

andeineproduction.sNaturally,sworkersewouldebesforcedstoe

suchesheep-likestrusteisenoweglaring.eThesworkersemustelearns adoptemoresforcefulemethodssinsorderstoslive.eTheyswouldsseizes
toetrusteonlysinsthemselves.sTheysmustethemselveserealisestheifoodsandsothersprovisionsewhereverstheyecouldslayshandseone
positioneandedecidestheslinecofsactionstosbectaken.sTheysmuste them.sTheerulingsclassewoulderespondesinekindswitherepressions

electstheireofeicialsetostakesorders,enotstoegiveethem!s...clteise

andesostheesgeneralestrikesiseenvisagedetosescalatesintosas

uselesseforsthesworkerseeitherstoe'trust’sleaderseoretos‘change’s revolutionarysscenario.sThateisethesideasofsthes‘revolutionaries’.

them.sTheeentiresinstitutioneofsleadershipemustebesswepteby
theeboard.”sAtethestimesweeurgedsworkerssthatetheys“muste
organiseesaseasclass,snotemerelysindustrially,sforethescapturee
ofssupremespowersaserepresentedsbysthespoliticalemachine...e
Theeonerthingenecessarysiseasfullsrecognitionebysthesworkerse

/‘_‘g..-“ o Punch
L ST cartoon,
,/!‘-f‘jy’j - -‘@4:»’# 19 May
1926

HE LEVER BEEAES,

themselveseofstheshostilityeofsinterestsebetweensthemselvese
andstheiremasters.sOrganisedsonethatebasis,erefusingstosbee
trickedsandebluffedsbyspromiseseorestampededeintosviolences
bysthreats,stheyswilleemergeevictorioussfromsthesage-longe
struggle.sWinePoliticalsPower!sThateisstheesirstestep.’

Theegeneralestrikesaseatactic
Theepossibilitysofeasgeneralestrikeskeepsecroppingeupewithine
theetradesunionemovement.sWhenswesspeakeofstheegenerale

Butethisesorteofestrategyeiseastricketoedeludesthesworking-class.»
Iteproposesetosdragethemefarebeyondewhatewaseproposed.sToe
imaginesthateassocialerevolutionscaneresultsfromemisleadinge
workerseinesucheasmannersisesnonsense.
Althoughstheegeneralsstrikesisequitespowerlesseassae
revolutionarysmeanseofeliberationeforsthesexploitedeclass,*
neverthelesseiteiseaspotentswarningestostheecapitalisteclass.sIte
tellssthemeifstheyeareecrazysenoughetoemakesthesrightstoeunites
inetradesunionseandstheerightstoestrikesemptysforms,sthene
asgeneralestrikeemayswellsbesthesshapesthateaslabourerevolte
wouldetake.sltswouldebesmoresasesasmeanseofedamagingethes
enemystoesaveeourselvesethansasmeanseofeliberation.sThestrades
unionemovementehaseprovenesitselfstoebesaspowerfuleinstrumente
ofsaedefensivescharacter.e
Theestrikesweaponesisetheeworkers’sonlysmeanseofedefencesors
attackswhicheithaseforetheeprotectionsofsitssimmediatesmateriale
interests.ssWorkingepeoplesareerightetosjealouslysguardsthes
rightetoestrike.sWhilesthesSocialistePartysfullyssupportsethise
righteforeallsworkers,sitsisenoteoursbusinessetosincitesthemetoe
makesusesofeit.elteisenoteforeusetosurgesorediscouragesstrikes.»
[teiseforsthosesimmediately«involved,sthoseswhoewillshavestos
endurecthesconsequenceseofstheiredecision,tosdecideswithoute
pressuresofeanyekindsfromeoutsiders.sWhenethosesworkerse
whoserinterestseareeatestakeshaveedecidedeuponeasstrike,sothere
workerseincludingesocialistseoughtetoeaidethemstoegaineeverys
possiblesadvantagesfrometheesituationeinewhichstheyshavee
placedsthemselves.s
Thateis,egenerallysspeaking,whateisesandewhateshouldsbee
theeconducteofesocialistsesosfareasestrikesearesconcerned.s

strikeewesaresnoteconcernedswithsthesgeneralsstrikesofeassingleesacknowledgestheestrikeeaseasweapon,sbuterecognisesthate

tradeeunionebuteofealleworkers.sThesmovementeisenoslongere

astradesunionesmovementebutehasebecomeeasclasssmovement.s

Forestheegeneralsstrikestoesucceed,sthesworking-classemuste
besconvincedsofsthesimportancesofsthespurposesforewhicheite
isedeclared.sltsmustebesshownsthatethesaimeiselegitimatesande

itseeffectivenesseshouldsnotstosbesexaggeratedsandsthateite
possesseselimitedspower.eUndersfavourablescircumstancese
ittmayscompelssomesemployersetosyieldstoeunionesdemandse
buteitehaseneversbeeneablestosproducesanysradicalechangerine
theecapitalistesystem.sHereeorstheressomeeameliorationsehaves

victoryeisepossible.eTheegeneralestrikeecannotsbe-asdisguisesforbeeneachievedsbutstheyshavesnotebeensincompatibleswithethee

revolution,sbutesimplysthesexercisesofetheerightetoestrikesoneas
widerescalesandewitheasmoresclearlysmarkedsclassecharacter.

increasingeprosperitysofecapital.
Thesepoliticaleexpropriationeofethescapitalisteclassstodayeise

Thee«SocialistePartysdismissessthesideasthatsthesgeneralestrikeeig*economiceexpropriationstomorrow.s Toewinsforesocialisme

aspanaceasforeworkers.e
Thesideasofscarryingsthrougheassocialsrevolutionebysmeanse

theegreatestepossiblesnumbersofepartisans,sthateissthestaske
toewhichetheeSocialistePartysconcentratessitseefforts.eWhateise

ofeas‘foldedearms’spolicysissromantic.Asstoppage-ofeproductionfiecessarysisstosmakeessocialists,*tosbringspeople’sswillssintoe
andstransportationeisenoteenoughetosbringsaboutethesoverthrowsharmonyswithsasmovementsthateseekssthe+election-ofemores

ofeassociety.sStrikersewillestandsidlysoutsidesplaceseofswork,e

andesmoreesocialistsetoeourevariouseelectiveeassemblies.Thee

andseveneifsthesworkerseoccupiedsandstookspossessionsofsthes political-_expropriat_ion-of-the-capitalist-class-today-canfbe-its-
factorieseandeofeices, sitsiseaspointlesseexercisesforetheyscannots€conomiceexpropriationstomorroweandsthestransformationsofe

functionswhilestheeeconomyeisesuspendedeandeproductioneise

wageelabouretosthesfreesassociationsofeworkerseandscommone

stoppedebysthesuniversalestrike.sSoslongeaseasclassedoessnote ownership.

collectivelysowneandscontrolstheswholessocialsmachine,site

caneseizesallsthesfactorieseandeofeicessitewantseto,sbuteitereallys
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(toedestroysthe<buildingseofshostilescountrieseandekillstheire
T h e P an am - citizens);sthereeares175+0fethem,sthetotalecostebeingeestimated.
atebetween«$40sands$50¢billione(that'sssomewheresbetweene
l twenty-eightethousandemillionspounds,sandsthirty- ives
Pap e rS B thousandemillionepoundse—ewhichecomesstoeabouts£100+fore
everysmanewomaneandschildsinstheeUnitedsStates.)e
Al I I N It Soewhereswillsthesmoneyscomesfrom?sThesanswersbecomese
moresobvioussthesmoreeyousthinkeaboutsit.sIfeyouswantefood,*
youshavestoegoeandegeteite(andepay-forsit)eateasplaceswherestheys
to g et h e r havesfood,seg..assupermarket.elfeyouswanteclothes,syouego-tosae
placeswherestheysselleclothes.sAndsifsyouswantsmoney,syoushaves
toegeteitesfromethespeopleswhoshaveemoney.sThere’senoepointe
inedemandingesigni icantecontributionsefromeallsthosespeoples
Cpitalism-is-an-expensive-business.-ln-any-society-whereWhO'have'tO'WOrk‘for'a‘"Ving-'Whe”'the‘economiStS'exami”e'
t

hespopulationsissdividedsbetweensthosesfewswhosowne thee inanceseofepeopleswithelowsandsmiddlesincomes,stheye
utedoenosproductiveswork,sonsthesoneshand,sandsthes alwaysesay-it'ssasmattereofeswingseandsroundabouts.sTaxatione
manyswhorshavestosworksbuteownelittle,sonsthe-other,sitsise issdemanded-fromemany-such-people,sand-many-others-gets
obviously-necessarystosbuild-upsaspowerfuleand-far-reachings Variousskinds-ofsbene its.Atsthesendsofsthesday,«it'ssmerelys
statesapparatusstosprotectsthesowningsfew.sEachecountry’ss  redistributingsthesincomeswithinsthate(veryslarge)sgroup-ofe
owningsclassshasstossafeguardsitselfsbotheinternallysands people.+Apartsfrom-allsthat,ofscourse,ifsthesworking-class-ass
externally.Internally,sitmusteconstructsandsmaintainepolices  a*whole«didshavestospaysserious-taxes,itswould=meansmuchs
forcess(overtsandsundercover),«courts,sprosecutingsmachinery,-9réaterspressureforshigherspay-tosmake-up-for«it,»and-in-thes
prisonseandssosforth,sinecasesthe-propertylesssmanysshould-risgnd-thescapitalistssas-aswhole-would-be-takingswith-one-hand-
againststhem-and-attemptstosconstructea-differentesocietys—sor&nd-havingsto-give-backswith-theother.
evensjustetostrysandsreplacesthespresenteleaders.-Externally,s  All*thissbeing-so,sthesmoney-tosrun-the-state-and-preserves
itsmustsconstructeandsmaintainearmies, snavies, sair-forcess itsfromedangersebotheinternaleandeexternalshasstoecomesfroms
andesosonein-orderstospreventsanysotherscountry’sscapitaliste the-capitalists-themselves.-But-yvhile-alIfruling-agthorities-
classetryingstosseize=partsofeitssproperty,sand-alsostossupport acknowledge_-th|s,-and-have-strlct-_laws-ln-place-m-order-to-
any-attempteitimay-makestosseizesterritory-atepresentsheldsbye collectssuf icientsmoney-fromsthe-rich-to-operatesthesstates
anotherecountry’seowningsclass.e machme,-the-lnd|V|dual-capltal|st_s-W|II-often-be-tempted-to-
Allsthisecostssmoney,sasgreatsdealsofsmoney.sBritaineise reduce-asemuch-assthey-canstheircown+personal-tax-burden.
buildingeasnewesuper-prisonsinsWrexham,switheplacessfor-2000énd-this-isswhere+‘offshore’«companiesand-similaredodgess
inmates, «atsascosteofe£250+million.<Andsthat’ssjustsbuildingsit.. COMe+in.sRecentlysmany-documentss—+emails,scorrespondences
Apparentlysitscostseabout£40,000+asyearstoskeepseachsprisonefic*—*have-been-leaked-fromean«in luentialslaws irm,sMossacks
inejaile-s0r+£65,000asyearsifsyousincludesthescostssofsthespolicdPnNseca,inPanama.Thes |rm-has-apparently-acted-for-many-
courtseetc.sButsthesesexpenses,senormoussasstheyeare sares Wealthyspeoplesround-the-world-who-wished-tosconcealsmoney-
dwarfedsbysthesamountsascapitalisteclassswillspay=outstosdefendr*Propertysfromsthe-authorities+in-theirrownscountries.+Thes
itssproperty-fromepossiblesattacksbysforeignerss(orspossiblys leakededatasfromethisesinglee |rm-make_-lt_-clear_-that-the-further-
toeacquiresmorespropertysfromsforeigners).s ThesUnited-Statese UP*thespowersscale-aswealthysperson-is-in-theireparticulars
iseplanningstosprocuresasnewegenerationsofsbombingsplanese country,sthesmorestheyswillsbestemptedstoe iddlestheiretaxe
affairseinesucheasway-thatestheysendeupspayingeveryelittlesore
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sometimesenothing:slikesasmembersofeastug-of-wareteamewho-
cheerseonstheeothersebutepersonallyesdoeseveryzslittlestugging.»
Oneewaystoemakesyoureaffairse‘tax-efeicient’sasetheslawyerse
says(i.e.eputtingeyouremoneyswheresitsisesafelysouteofesighteofe
theelocalstax-collectors)eisstosestablisheascompanysorstruste
ineonesofeseveralecountrieseroundethesworldsthateadvertisee
themselveseas+‘tax-havens’*sMoneysgainedsillegallyscan-alsoe |
beestashedeawayequietly,ssincescriminalseoftenesindeitedifeiculte
toeexplainehowewithouteanyeveryesobviousssourcessofeincome,*
theyeareesuddenlysinepossessioneofsasloteofecashe(asRolls-Roy
parkedeoutside~asterracedsdownmarketshouseswouldscauses
inconvenientscuriosity).eThroughethesessecretivescompaniese
it'sepossiblestoe‘launder’smoney,foreexampleswheneoffshoree
companiese(withsanonymoussowners)sbuyshouseseineLondon’ses  “AyadsAllawi ,sformerePrimesMinistersofelrag.

~ 77 Tax Havens near you

boomingepropertysmarket.s"Worldeleaders,scriminalseande ee  «DreSaraki,*PresidenteofsthesNigerianeSenate.
billionairessheikhsehaveessecretlyepouredshundredseofemillionse «=  «€RamisMakhlouf ,.cousineandeclosesassociatefresidents
ofepoundseintosLondoneproperties,sleakedsoffshoresdatas AssadeofsSyria

reveals.eThescacheeofedocumentsefromeasPanamanianelawesirms 4 jisXiaolin ,»«daughtereofethesformersPrimesMinistereofe
coneirmsethescapitaleasethesgo-toeplacesforswealthysforeignerse China.
andscriminalssanxiousstosprotectetheirranonymitysandsassets’» «  {etrosPoroshenko ,presidenteofeUkraine.
(Times @April).» s KimeCholsSameasseniorsofeicialsofethesNortheKoreane
Capitalismeissfundamentallysthessamesthroughoutsthesworld,*ragime.
butelocalshistorysandslocalsconditionseoftensmean-thatetheslocals, = .c|gse+associatesswiadimir-Putin .
versionelooksedifferenteonsthessurface.sDifferentepoliticianse
haveesdifferentenameseforestheireowneversionsofecapitalisme—e
somestrystoegetevotesebyscallingeitesocialism,ssomeeevenshavee Plusslotseofsothers:ee.glans-JoachimsKohlsdorf ,sformers
the°nerve't°°cal"it'commu”i5m°__'b”t'i”'faCt°it°i5'reC09nisably°senior-executive-ofoSiemens,-Europe's-largest-engineering-
thessame-thesworldsover.~And-being-thessame, -the«locals company,MichaelsGeoghegarrthesformersHSBC+bosBavids
politiciansesharesthessameedesires:*howstoshidestheireowne Hunt ,*‘one+ofBritain'ssmostsfearedsgangsters’saccordingstos
wealth,-whiIe-at-the-same-time-getting-the-rest-ofothe-country’%e,-l-imesDominiC,Chappe|| ,noweprincipalsownersofsBritishe
rich-people-to-hand-over-enough-of-the-readies-to-enable-the-Home,StoreS:Farek,Obaid ~thesfoundersof+Anglo-Saudioile
country’s-capitalist-system-to-survive-and-prosper.-Here-are-a-company,Petro_Saudi_(and,a,;leading,investor,,in,a,company,

few-of-those-Iisted-by-thé’émesor-the-BBC-as-being-connected-running.a.dozen.academy_type-schools)_-And eofecourse,®

with-these-offshore-subterfuges,swho-appeared-in-the-Panamag) ,ss acksFonseca, swith+300,000+clients, sissonlysonessirmeamonge
paperss—seitherstheirrownsnamesscamesup,+orethesnamessof* - 4, onsinsthesbusiness+ofshelpingspeoplestoshidesawaystheire
familysmembers-or-close-friends: assets.sltswillsbesseensthatstheresarespeoplesheresfromeallssidese
. o . ofsthesvariousehostilesgroupingseandepowereblocseintoswhiche

- -Slgmundur-G_unnlgugsson lceland’ssprimesministers capitalistecountriesenaturallysclustersthemselves.sTheysmay
(inefactethereeareslinkseinetheedatastostwelveepresenteoreformere denounceseach-othersferociously,sbutsthey-are-allealikeswhene

heads-ofestatesorsprime-ministers);spoorsold-Sigmundur-had=tof, .o messtosseeingeif-theyscan-avoidepayingstheirsfairesharesofs
resign. o _ . thesenormousecostseoferunningscapitalistecountries.sTheslawse
*» David-Cameron,+Britain'sspremier,swhorisegoing-to*hosts gperatingeineeachscountryearesverysoftensdifferent,sbuteevenssos
an-anti-corruption-summit-in-London--shortly;-there-were-also-it.is.quite.possime.that.none.of.those.named.broke.any.|aws;.

es  <Brother-in-laweofXieJinping,epresidentsofeChina.

callsforehiseresignation. itswasemerely-asquestionsofsbeingsablestosenjoy-wealthsbutenote
s GiannisInfantino ,sthesnewsheadsofsFIFA«(justeinstalleds paystaxessoneit.
toe‘cleaneupsthesmess’,sbecausesofetheespeculiarssinancial DavidsCameroneappearedeonethe-listsbecauseshissfather,e
transactionseofstheslastelot). lan,shadeoperatedstwoeoffshorestrusts,soneeinethesBritishe

es  «GonzaloeDelaveau,cheadsofsthesChileansbrancheofsthee  Virginelslands,eonesineJersey.sIn=2012+hescriticisedsJimmyeCarr,e
anti-corruptionewatchdog,* TransparencyeeInternational. comedian,swhoshadejoinedsan-offshorestax-avoidancesscheme:s
e« Jameselbori,s‘thescorrupteNigerianegovernorewhosise heesaideitewase‘morallyswrong’.eWheneaskedsabouteGary<Barlow,e
knownstoshavesboughtspropertysacrosssLondon’. aspopestar,»whochadscampaignedsalongsidesCameronsforsthee

e« deylasand-ArzuasAliyeva,swhoe‘aressaidstoshavesamassedonservativessin.thes2010+election,sandswho<had+joinedsa-
vastsbusinesseempires’ssincesdaddy-—ePresident-Aliyeveofe  Similarsscheme,shessaid<he+hadn’tshadstimestoslookeinto-yet;e
Azerbaijans—scamestospowersins2003. thoughehe<hadefoundssufeicientstimestoegivesBarlowean*OBE*
«  PresidentsMacri sofsArgentina. ine2012.sSoit'saslittieeembarrassingsthats*Cameroneandehise
wifesboughteshareseinehisefather’ssoff-shoresfundeine1997¢
fore£13,500,°andesoldsthemethirteensyearselatersfore£31,500,¢
two-and-a-halfstimeseasesmuche—easverysacceptablesprosittmades
througheoffshorestrading.sNotestoementionsthateCameron’se
educatione(Eton,sfeesenowe£32,000+asyear,andeOxford,swheres
Cameronejoinedethe«BullingdoneClubs—edress-suitstoswearsate
clubedinners:*£3,500)swasepresumablyepaideforeby<hissfather’se
offshoreeactivities.
Socitesseemsethat'sshowe‘morallyswrong’scansbeecinanciallye

es eTwoecloseesassociatessbfarinesLePen,shead-ofsFrance’se
NationalsFront.

es eAcclosecassociatesBfesidentesPenasNietosofeMexico.

es AlaasMubarak ,ssoneofethesformereEgyptiansdictator.

es  SheikheKhalifasBineZayedeAlsNahyan,sPresidentsofsthes
UnitedsArabsEmirates.

es dVariameSafdar ,stheedaughtersofsNawazeSharif,sPrimes
MinistereofePakistane(andetwoesisterseofehers).s

es  «KojocAnnan,esoneofsthesformereheadeofsthesU.N. right.
»»  «KalpanasRawal,sDeputysChiefeJusticesofeKenya’ssSupremgas \wyN.-EDGAR
Court.
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hat global climate change has been caused by the

excessive emission of carbon dioxide, (CiCsince

the Industrial Revolution is now accepted by the
worldwide scientilic community and (as the attendance at
the Paris international conference, COP 21) in December last
year indicates) by the ruling political class of all countries
= as well. Though there are still important reservations and
much follow up work will be required, the agreement at the
Conference to limit global warming to 2 degrees centigrade
(2°C) above pre-industrial levels was a breakthrough
regarding tackling the huge problem of climate change.

Stabilisatione

However, it does raise the question of how the countries

of the world are going to go about this formidable task.

One practical approach worth recalling is that proposed

by Socolow and PacalaXeplanstoskeepecarboneineche&kH
Socolow and S A Pacal&cienti ic’eAmericanJuly 2006). The
key features of this are shown in the ligure which is a graph
of carbon (i.e CQ), the dominant greenhouse gas derived
from burning fossil fuel and released into the atmosphere
over time. The straight line labelled BAU (business as usual)
shows a fairly straight line increase from about 1.6 billion
tons carbon per year (BtCly) to 7 BtC/y* over the period

" 1956-2006 followed by a straight line extrapolation for

the next 50 years. It is a basic assumption in Socolow and
Pacala’s analysis that the level of production of goods and
services will go on unabated and steadily increase as it has in
the past. These emissions have led to a buildup of J@the
atmosphere from about 280 parts per million (ppm) before
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the industrial revolution to 375 ppm in 2006 to 400 ppm
today and when it reaches about 500 ppm a rise of@ is
likely to occur.

What Socolow and Pacala address is how to use existing
technologies to bring about a reduction in the amount of fossi
fuel (coal, oil and gas) used to power society and so limit the
increase in global warming to 2C. In the lirst instance the

The area, marked ABC on the ligure, between the BAU line a
this steady level is called the stabilisation triangle. Socolow
and Pacala further divided the stabilisation triangle into 7
wedges, each representing the same amount of Cémissions.
(The wedge is a convenient unit because its size and time
scale match what specilic technologies can deliver). Socolow
and Pacala identilied 15 technologies each of which is equal .
to the task of removing a wedge of emissions of CO'hey
were careful only to use tried and tested not ‘pie in the sky’
technologies and excluded improvements that are currently
taking place. The idea is that one of the 15 technological
solutions is applied in a controlled manner to eliminate a
wedge of COrelease.

proposed, carbon capture and storage (CCS). The process
involves the capture of COfrom coal lired power stations in

a liquid solvent, then compressing it before transporting it

by pipeline for burial deep underground, i.e. putting it back
where it came from. In the lirst year this would reduce power
station emissions by 0.5 Bt of carbon. In the second year mo
plant is introduced and a similar reduction is made so by the

.. -
—

=SocialismeandGimates.nange:

end of the second year, 1.0 Bt of carbon from coal-lired power

stations would have been diverted from the atmosphere. And
so after 50 years the target of no increase above current leve
from this source of CQwould have been achieved and a total

- of 25 Bt of carbon would have been prevented from entering
- the atmosphere. Socolow and Pacala’s work indicates that

et e e S s e A T e e

CCS plant would need to be installed at 800 large coal-lired
power stations to achieve this target, a not inconsiderable
engineering feat. The same approach can be applied to the

other six wedges of CQemissions.The outcome would be that.

over the next 50 years or so CQOeleases/year would be held
at the level of 7 BtCly.

For this level of COrelease into the atmosphere, global
warming as predicted by widely accepted climate change
models, would continue to increase before leveling off at
around 2°C above pre-industrial levels. After this, to ensure
this temperature rise would not be exceeded, further wedges
would be required to drive down CQ releases.

Other technologies identilied by Socolow and Pacala for
eliminating a wedge of CQrelease include:

Increase fuel economy of two billion cars from 30 mpg tc

- 60 mpg

Replace 1400 large coal-lired plants with gas-lired
plants

Increase solar power from photovoltaic electricity to
2000 Gw of installed capacity.



«  Forest'management.sReducescuttingeofeprimarystropicale aseaccountancy,eadvertising,*banking,sincomestaxsofsicers,e
foreststoezerosovers50syears.sReforestshundredseofemillionssofesVATinspectors, sstock-brokers, sstock-exchanges, sbanknotes,
hectareseinstemperatesandstropicalezones.e armouredescars,sgaseandeelectricitysmeters,epostagesstamps,*
es  Cuteelectricitysinhomes,ofsicessandestoressbys25+percenticketssandTV-licences.Socialismewould-eliminatesthesneeds
forethesesindustrieseandstherebyerapidlysintroduceeaslargescute
inepoweregenerationeand-consequentsC@missionsetosthes

atmosphere.eThisewouldeserveetosrelaxsthesonuseons(i)sthee
introductioneofstheemitigatingetechnologiesediscussedsabovee

Sincesthesproposalsby=Socolowsand-Pacalasin=2006+thesreleaddid* (i) -enablesthespower-generation-required-for-thepent
ofscarbonshassnoweincreasedsfroms7BtC/y+ins2006sto+9+BtC/y¥P*demand-forsimproved-livingsstandards-in-the-developing
today.sThissdoessnotealtersthesbasicsideasofstheswedgesconcept/@rid-tosbesmet. . , , o :
Buteitsdoes+highlightsthesyearsswastedswhenslittlesactionswase  Following-NaomisKlein'ssanalysis-ofsthespolitics=ofsclimate
takeneandsitscouldsmeansthats9swedgesswouldsnowsbesneededdange-ThissChanges-Everything2014)-it-is-difsicult-tos
Howeverstheswedgesstrategysremainssanseminentlyspracticals beheve-that-capnal|sm-W|II-heal-ltself_,-not\Nlthsta_ndlng- _
approachstosthesproblemsbutsonesthatswouldsrequiresans the-appareqt-success-of-coP_-zl.-It-|s-hard-to-d|sagree-W|th-
enormous-effort-and-an-unprecedented-degree-of-cooperationher'con(_:lus"o_n'th""t'the'.0 pposmop-of-th(_a-hugely-_powerfuI-
worldwidestosbringsabout.» companiesewithevestedeinterestseinsfossilsfuelsewillsbestoo.
greateforeanyegovernment(s)stosovercome.e
Toeconclude,einsthessirsteperiodeofesocialismeclearingeupe
thisemesseleftsbyecapitalismewouldsbeeasprioritysproject.e
Howeversiteisecertainlysthescasesthatedespitestheereductionsine
CQeemissionsethatewould-besbroughtsaboutsbyssocialism,thes
introductioneofstheswedgeestrategyswouldestillsbesasnecessarye
andsformidableschallenge,sbutesurelyeonesthatewouldebe
graspedswholeheartedlysineassane,ssocialisteworld.e
FinallystoequoteeSocoloweandsPacalasregardingethesfutures

byemakingethememoresefeicient.
ee Increaseswindepowerstoereplacescoalewithe2emillione*s
Imwepeakewindsturbinese

ThesRedsWedge
Theequestioneis:scanscapitalismedeliver?sOremoreepertinentlys
whatecouldebesdonecineassocialistesociety?¢Inesocialismeas
similareapproachecouldsbesadoptedstosthesonesoutlinede
aboveewitheonesbigeadvantage.sOnsthesadventeofesocialismeas
considerablesreductionsinsC@emissionsewouldsbesobtaineds
bysendingethesenormousswastefulseconomiceactivityeande

productionsinherentsinecapitalism.sPrincipalecontributorse =, ) >
Criticallyeasplanetarysconsciousnessewillshaveegrown.s

tosthisewasteearesthesmaintenanceeandspreparednesseofsthes - ! ; . /
. . Humanityswillshaveslearnedetosaddresseitsecollectivesdestinye-«
armedsforceseandesoccupationseandsproductseshandlingemoney.s y
ndstoesharestheeplanet’.sLeteusshopeeso.

The-enormous-sum_s_-pf-money-_spent-on-th(_a-mlIltary-represen TONY-GLUCK
theeuseeofsland,sfacilities,»machinery,smaterialseandshumane
resourcesetoekeepeitsineasconstantestatesofepreparednessefore
and-partlc!pa_tlon-ln-war._-T_hevSoc_laIlst-Pa_lrty S'Own'pUbhc"mom‘A-biIIion-tons-is-lOOO-miIIion-tons.-As-in-reference-l-the-units-
FromeCapitalismetoeSocialisaprovideseaslisteofedozenseofe

: ) : . ofsreleasesare-expressedsasecarbonenots@ne-tonsofscarbons
occupationseandeproductseforetheesinancialssystemeasediverses. s 5

isecontained«ine3.67-tonnes«ofsC.O

14 ; B

Figure: Carbon emiled against year ' 4
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MakingNal! onalists

The world is divided i@ almost 200 diserent countries and most of them celebrate some type of annual
‘nasonal’ day.

IndependencesDay-ofsthesUnitedsStateseandeBastilles  connectedsto-thesRisingsapartsfromsthesfactethatemostemajore
Dayeone14«JulysineFrance.sMexicoshassits*'El*Grito’sine  railwayestationseinelrishecitiesearesnamedsafteresomeeofsthes
Septemberswhichecelebratessthesbeginningeofeitsestrugglestos leadingeparticipants.s
endsSpanisherulesandsCubachassitseLiberationeDay-toemarkesthes It'seinterestingetoecomparesthisecentenaryscelebratione
adventeofethesCastroeregime.sBritaineiseunusualsinenotehavinges withethescommemorationsthateoccurredsine1966+0onstheshalfe
anyewidelyerecognisedesnationaledayealthoughsthesQueen’se centenary.sThescentrepiecesonethateoccasionswaseastraditionale
OfeicialeBirthdayeandSt.«George’ssDay+(ateleastsinsEngland)s oldestylesmilitarysparadesofstheslrishsArmysdown+O’Connelle
partlysfulsilethesrole.sInelreland,sSt.ePatrick’'ssDaysonsthes17¢  StreetesineDublinewhilstebeingereviewedsbysEamoneDe+Valerae
Marcheisegenerallysacceptedeasethesnationaledays(especiallysineandsotherselderlyssurvivorseofsthesRising.sWatchingeoldeeilme
theeRepublic)ealthougheEastereMondaye(thesdatesofsthesRisingeofsitsiseverysreminiscenteofsobservingstheeMaysDay+paradese
thatetheesleadershipeofethesSovieteUnioneindulgedsinswithethes
massederankseofemarchingetroops,sthesarmouredscolumnse
andstheeselypastseofecombateaircraft.Ofecoursesforelreland,sthes
militaryshardwaresoneshoweswasesonsasmuchesmallersscale.s
Forethiseyear'seanniversary,sthesaimswasestosbesmuchemores-
‘inclusive’swithesfamilysevents,seducationalslectures,historicale
re-enactments,estreetefestivals,setc.eOfecoursesthesunderlyinge
nationalistemessageswasestillepresentsthougheineasmoresmuteds
form;eaneexamplesbeingsthateinethesweeksepriorstoeEaster,sthe
Proclamationswasereadsouteineallesschoolsplaygroundseundersthes
Tricolour.
ThescorrecteattitudestoeadoptetoethesRisingehasealwayssbeene
somewhateproblematicalsforelrisheGovernments.sWhileslrishe
Independencerisenominallystakenstoshavesbegunewithethes
rebellion,sinefactetheeoriginseofethesstatesreallyedatesfromethee
unplannedesandeerraticeserieseofseventssthateoccurredsfromesthes
Conscriptionecrisise0fs1918stosthesendeofsthesCivils\Warsin*1923.¢
Thesundemocraticeandevanguardistenaturesofstheemilitarye
operationeofsEasters1916<hassunpalatablesparallelsswithsthes
moresrecentecampaigneofethesProvisionalsIRA.sInsfacteduringe
thesesmoreesrecentstroubles,*apologistssforsthesProvisionale
movementelikedstoejustifystheirestrugglesagainsteclaimsethatsite
Above: the 196@&ommemoralon of the Easter Rising. Right: Eamon
De Valera, survivor of the Rising

T hesmostewidelysknowneexamplessaresthésgulys to-dayeliveseofsthescitizenseofsthesRepubliceofslrelandsthateise

ine1916)eisealso*ascalendaredatesofesimportance.sNationaledayse
usuallyscommemoratesthesformationeofsthescountrysinsthes
sense«ofegaininge‘freedom’«fromeasgoverningecolonialepower,s
aseinsthescasesofstheUSA, +orselsesmarkesomesmajorechangee
(erroneouslyscalledesasrevolution)esinethessocialsstructuresofeae
countrysasswitheFrance.eSometimesstheyshavestheirerootseine
andestakestheirecontextsfromecultural,sreligiouseorehistoricale
events.eForecountriessthatehavesexperiencedesmuchesocialsands
politicaleupheavalsoverstheslaste100syears,esucheassGermanysore
Russia,thesdaysconsideredeas-thesnationaleday,shasschangede
manyestimeseoversthesyears.«
Inelreland,sthiseyearebeingethescentenary-ofsthesEasters
Rising,sthesdayswasegiveneasmoreespronouncedesignicicance.s
Forstheepreviouseyear,sthesgovernmenteplannedsaswholesseriess
ofsceremoniesewithsthesmajorecommemorationssheldeone
EastersSundaysandsEastersMonday;s27+-ands28+March.sWhat'se
associalisteperspectiveeonsthis?*AsstheearticlessinsthesMarche
Standardesuggested,inespitesofeallethesrhetoriceofsthesstatesande
media,sthereereallysiseveryslittlestangiblestoeseesinsthesday-
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ituari

FrankeDuncan

[teisewithegreatesorrowsthatswesreporte
theedeatheofeFrankeDuncan,eastalwarte
socialisteandeasfascinatingeman.sHes
joinedsthesGlasgowsbrancheine1944,¢
justeaftershecshadeplayedeaskeyerolecine
organisingsthesGlasgoweapprentices’s
strike.eAneApprentices’sCharter,e
producedebysthesClydeestrikeecommitteee
ine1937,shadecalledsforeapprenticesstos
havesdayereleasesforstechnicalstraininge
andstheerightetosjoineastradesunion.sWhen
thesesdemandsewereeelatlysrefusedebys
thesemployers,sFrankeandehisefellowe
apprenticesewenteouteonestrike.sDuringe
thiseperiodeheattendedopen-aire
meetingsein*Glasgow,sfoundstheelogiceofe
theecasesforesocialismeirresistibleeande
joinedsthesParty.e
Heelatersbecamesthessupervisorsofsthee
telephonesexchanges«insCricklewood,e
NortheLondoneandsjoinedsPaddingtone

annualecyclingetourseofethesCanarye
Islands),sashugesenthusiasteforebrasse
bandemusiceandeasregulareattendersate
concertseofemanyskindseatetheeSouthe
BankeinsLondon.e
leeirstemetehimeinethee1980s-when,*
aftereasperiodeofeinactivity,shesthrews
himselfebackeintoeenergeticeactivitysaseas
membere—eandsthenslong-timeesecretarye
—eofelslingtonebranch.sToesaysthatehise
energyswasenoteeasystoekeepeupewithe
wouldsbesaneunderstatement.eFranke
wasesomeoneswhoewaseas24/7+socialist;®
everythingeheesaideoredidereferredstoe
hisedeepeprinciples.sEveryoneswhos
knewshimeknewswhateheswaseallsabout.e
Heehadeasgreatsinsluenceesonsthesmanye
youngesocialistsswhoejoinedsduringe
thateperiodeandeplayedeaspivotalerolesine
severalselectionecampaignseinelslington.»
Hiseknowledge,*enthusiasmeandeplayfule
sensecofshumourewillsbesmissed.s
SC

PetereNewelle

Our comrade Peter Newell died suddenly
on 16th February. He was 90 years old.
Like many others of his generation,
Peter erst came across the Party at
Speakers’ Corner in 1946. At the time, he
was a member of the Communist Party,
although he left that early the following

during the 1950s, under his own name anéxemption from military service. He was

later as PEN — his entirely apt initials.

Originally a draughtsman, in the early
‘60s he sought a change of career and
became an employee of the Post Ofece,
where he was active in the Union of
Post Ofece Workers. Peter felt his union
activities conlicted with his membership
of the Party and this, together with
personal and family problems, led to his
resignation in 1964.

Edgar Hardcastle (‘Hardy’), also a

uncomfortable at meetings, being unable
to hear what was going on. Despite his
lack of foreign languages, he travelled
extensively, particularly enjoying his
trips to Mexico, where he bravely visited
remote locations associated with Zapata.
He enjoyed music and was a well-known
member of the local jazz club. Additional
interests included philately — he wrote a
guide to the stamps of Alderney and had
a *ne collection of handmade Tibetan

member of our Party, was the head of the stamps — and family history, l8ymond

research department of the UPW. Hardy
suggested Peter write fohe Postthe

Newell and Kett's Rebelliof2007) dealing
with his relative’s connection with the

union’s journal. Hardy and Norman Stagg,peasant revolt of 1549.

‘editor of The Postfed Peter with material
for his column ‘Bellman’s Roundabout’.
Much of this came from the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions,
which, it was later revealed, turned

out to be a CIA front group. Peter was
approached by the ICFTU and attended
several international conferences in the
early ‘60s. He clearly knew something

Our commiserations are extended to
Dominique, his long term companion.
KAZe

Making Na!onalists con!'nued

thatehasebeeneandecontinuesstosbe-pute

was amiss for his association lasted only forwardstosthesScottish=people-bysthes
! _afew years, however it sparked a lifelong governingsSNPeinsEdinburgh.eTosane
branch.sFrankswassasgreatscyclist(taking*jnterest in espionage which culminated

in his last bookAmerica’s Secret Island
which was published last year.

extenteit'sesimilarstosthescurrentedebatee
inethesUKeabouteitseownemembershipe
ofetheelargersEuropeanepoliticaleunion.s

In the 1970s, Peter moved to ColchesteWhileswesconstantlyshearsthateweslivesine

and became a Drainage Technician for
Colchester Borough Council, keeping

asglobalisedsworld,snationalesovereigntye
stilleresonatesewithemanyepeople.e

records of sewers. As for many socialists, Asesocialistseweerejectethesconcepte
paid employment was merely an incidentaibsolutely.eTheedelineationeofenationale

part of his life, however he was a

boundariesewithineassystemeofeworlde

conscientious worker, always willing to do capitalismeisejusteasreslectioneofsthee

his bit.

At this time, Peter was writing
extensively folrreedomand other radical
journals. He was co-author of Freedom
Press’sighting the Revolutiof1972)
and sole author cfapata of Mexico

nationalisteconsciousnessethatecurrentlye
prevailssamongstetheepeople«ofsthise
planet.eTheecelebrationsofenationaledays,*
theesupportingeofsthesnationalsteameate
internationalsfootballstournaments,sthee
organisedsremembrancesofscommone

(1979). His chief association was with the historysetc.sare«allsmanifestationssofe
short-lived Organisation of Revolutionary theeconstanteencouragementstosusstos

Anarchists, whose journal wasbertarian
Struggle This was a Platformist group,
inspired by the Ukrainian revolutionary
Nestor Makhno. Peter wrote ORA's Aims
and Principles, which drew on our own
Declaration of Principles.

Peter rejoined Central branch in 1992,
being a founder member of Colchester
branch, now the East Anglian Regional
branch.

He will be remembered for his
informative articles in th&ocialist

makeridentisicationswitheoursfellows
countrymeneasstheeprimarysdeterminante
ofeourepoliticaleconsciousness.sThise
iseasfalsesproposition.eTheeproblemse
ofstheslrishepeoplesweresnotesolveds
byesindependence;stheshundredseofe
thousandseofeemigrantsewhoeleftelrelande
sincee1922+aresproofeofethat.e Theesames
willsholdsforsthesScottishepeople.sIne
theelongeterm,sthesmaintenancesore
relinquishmenteofemembershipsofsthesEUs
willenoteimprovesoreworsensthesoveralls

Standard He specialised in foreign affairs positioneofethesmajoritysofethespeoples
and was particularly knowledgeable on theyfsthesislandsofeBritain.eAsesocialistse

history of our companion parties, writing

wesesayetheesonlyepoliticaleallegianceswee

a history of the Socialist Party of Canada, shouldegiverisstosoursfellowsworkerseande

The Impossibilistdn 2008. His last article

year. After a period of extensive reading —appeared in last month’s issue.

Peter never did anything half-heartedly or
without forethought — he joined our Party
as a member of Fulham branch in 1952.
He wrote many articles for tt&tandard

oureobjectivesshouldsbestoesinishewithe
countrieseandstheireboguse‘national’s

Peter was a quiet and unassuming mangays.

He was profoundly aflicted by tinnitus
from an early age, which led to his

KEVIN CRONIN
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known type; a few years ago it was mephedrone, aka ‘m-cat’
or ‘meow meow’. Others have names such as ‘happy joker’ and

: ‘holy smoke’, their packets marked ‘not for human consump!on’,
Legal H |ghS which used to be enough to protect the manufacturers from
And LOWS legal comebacks about the drugs’ downsides. One downside

not shown in the documentary is a ‘mamba a%ack’, an extreme
BBC3 is easy to overlook in ts'eacton to the Qrug which ter)ds'to involve being disorientateq
new online-only home, even and losing bodily control, which in prac!ce can mean collapsing

and being unresponsive or ac!ng aggressively or erralcally.

Perhaps because of BBC3'’s reduced budgetng O"

Mambaisn’'t complicated by a narrator or commentary from
professionals. The camera follows Liam, who smokes mamba
every few hours, and says it ‘makes you feel nice. It makes me
forget about things that | don’t want to think about, like being
homeless, having no family, no friends, no help, no nothing’. He
Their Itles follow the BBC3 tradilon of a tabloidish, eyeball-  and many others use it as a coping strategy for the pressures of
grabbing headline which suggests the programme is going to b&3€c!vely being on capitalism's scrapheap. The rough sleepers
tackier than it turns out to beMeth And Madness In Mexico and vulnerably housed people featured in the show all recognise

Why Are Women Pu!ng Cannabis In Their Vagiras@Whoopi that using mamba doesn’t really help them deal with their
Goldberg Wants To Cure Your Period Pain With Wdere situalons, and instead makes ma%ers worse. Another mamba

blandly !tled is theirDrugs Map Of Britaiseries, which in its smoker, Bruce, says it has sapped his molvalon and self-esteem

"rst episode visits the people in Wolverhampton aiming at as well as draining hi.s money. In other cirgumstances, drqg
Ge!ng O" Mamba. use can be more enriching, but not when it's wrapped up in an

otherwise unful"lling, restricted lifestyle.

though this is probably how
we’ll watch more channels in
the future, as the boundaries
between television and the
internet blur. Online, the channel can group together similar
broadcasts, and their stash of shows and ar!cles about drugs
looks at the issue from some interes!ng and imaginalve angles.

Mamba is a ‘legal high’, now more formally called ‘new ) ) -
psychoac!ve substances’ (NPSs). These are synthelc versions gf-iam decides to get support to come 0$ mamba, and visits
other drugs, produced by the kind of entrepreneurial spirit we're 9! T’ one of Wolverhampton's substance misuse services.
supposed to admire. The manufacturers of these substances € Meets with Sunny, who has recovered from addic!on and

found the gap in the mainstream market le# by the trade in drug&®" nelps others do the same. He and Liam talk about how

like heroin, cannabis and cocaine being illegal and therefore ~ Staying 0$ drugs means making changes to di$erent aspects of
underground. As new psychoac!ve substances diger chemicallyiS lifé, such as how he spends his Ime and who he associates
from other drugs, they weren't covered by exising legislalon, With- An update at the end of the show tells how he's avoided
un!l the introduc!on of the 2016 Psychoac!ve Substances Act. USing mamba and is on a work placemebé!ng O" Mamba
Before the change in the law, NPSs were openly sold online andf €SS exploitalve of its subjects than many of the similar
in *head shops’, meaning they could reach a wider audience ~ documentaries which followed in the wakeBéne#ts Street
than other drugs, and therefore rake in the pro"ts. Mamba, an But it s!ll approaches them in a distant, slightly patronising
ar!"cial approximalon of cannabis, is probably the most well W&y, which veteran drama producer Tony Garne% has likened to
anthropologists studying ‘nalves’.

New psychoac!ve substances (NPSs) aren'’t really all that
new, but have become more widespread over the last decade,
encroaching on the popularity of heroin, cannabis and cocaine.
Some people have switched to NPSs from using tradilonal drugs
because of their increased availability, and the decline in purity
of tradi'onal drugs is probably another factor. Producers dilute
drugs with cheaper (and o#en harmful) substances in order to
bulk out the deal and make more money. For them, this becomes
a false economy when users turn to something else they hope
will be more e$ec!ve, such as mamba. The drugs market
will change again with the introduc!on of the Psychoac!ve
Substances Act, which makes it illegal to produce or supply NPSs.
This won’t magically make demand for them disappear, so their
manufacture and use will be driven underground, like other
drugs. Nor will the change in law remove the pressures of poverty
and homelessness which lead some people into problemalc drug
use. For Liam and the others@e!ng O" Mamba, drugs have
been a coping mechanism which hasn't solved their underlying
di&cul'es. Similarly, reforms like the Psychoac!ve Substances Act
are just coping mechanisms which also don’t address the deeper
causes of the drugs problem.
MIKE FOSTER
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Book Reviews

Voteseforesomeswomen

WomeneandeSocialism.sClass,*Race,*sande

Capital .sBysSharoneSmith.eHaymarkete
Books.=2016

Thiseiseas‘fullys
revised’sre-
edition,switheae
newesubtitle,sofe
asbookewithethee
samertitlesthate
camesouteine2004e
bysanesAmericane
Trotskyist.eIne
theemeantimee
Smithehadereviseds
herepreviouse
derogatoryeattitudestowardse'middles
classefeminists’s(whosmerelyswante
equalitysunderecapitalism).sShesalsos
wantedstoeemphasisesmoreshereviews

thatetheresiseasneedstosunifysfeministeands

blackestruggles.

thesCivileRightssMovementeofsthe+1960s.* beingeusedeaseaspoliticalsweapon..

Smitheseesenoteinsistingeonethiseatethee
fimeeaseasfailuresonstheeparteofeearliere
feministsewhich,esheeargues,sshoulde
nowebeerectisiedebysseeingsthesblacke
andewomen’seequalitysmovementsease
parteofethessamesstruggle.sMulti-identitys
—egayseandslesbiansearesinvitedstosjoine

TheethirtiesesawesDepression,e
unemploymenteandsthesMeanseTest,*
andstheenumbereofeservantseincreaseds
slightly,sasswomeneswhose-fatherseweres
outeofsworkehadetossindeemploymente
somewhere.eFamilieseweresbrokensup,*
andemanyspeopleeslidedownethessociale

tooe—epolitics,eifeyouclike,sinsteadsofeclasseladder,switheapprenticeshipserarelys

politics.

leadingetoeasskilledsjob.sBysthesmid-

Shesarguesethatethesbasissforewomen’ssthirties,thingseweresimprovingsforemanys

equalityehasstosbespay-forehousework.s
Butethiseisenotegoingstochappensunders
capitalismeandewon’tebesnecessaryeine
socialismewherespeopleswon’tshaves
tochavesasmoneyeincomestosaccesssthes

goodseandeservicesstheyeneed.sInstead,*

theeprinciples‘fromeeacheaccordingstos
theireability,stoeeacheaccordingstotheire
needs’swill~apply,sasmuchebettereande
moreerationalswayeofeputtingewomene

workers,sthoughebysnosmeanseall.eMasse
productionsoneassemblyelinesewaseasnews
development,simportedsfromethe<US.
TheeSecondeWorldeWarswass‘thee
people’sswar’,sandemanysworkerse
benesitedsfromeincreasedewageseande
jobesecurity.eTheireliveseimprovedeevens
moreeafterstheswar,ewithehigherewagess
ande‘fulleemployment’.e«Onesareaswheree
thereswaselittlesprogress,showever,ewase

andsmeneineaspositioneofsequalityeinethate housing,swithenoteenoughshousesebuilt

respect.
ALB

Onerinterestingefactsthateemergessfrome

ascouplecofepassagesrcisethatewesweres
notealone«ineopposingethessuffragettes,

ButeWhichePeople?

whoesweresdemandingevotessforewomens
onetheesamestermseasesmenethenchad,*
forswantinge‘VotessforeRichsWomen'.e
SomerinetheeGermaneSocialsDemocratice

andscouncilshousingegenerally«inferiore
toeprivatesbuilding.sBy+1951,sthesmetale
industrysemployeds15epercenteofe
malesworkers.sByetheslateseifties,smanye
working-classefamilieseexperiencedeas
reasonablesstandardsofeliving,sbuteonlysife

SelinasTodd:sThesPeople:sThe+Risesande theyehadetwoeparentssworkingsovertimee

FallsofethesWorkingeClasseJohneMurraye
£10.99.

movementetookethessamespositioneine
regardetostheesameedemandesineGermanye
(whereeuniversalemaleesuffrageedidenote
existeeither).eSmithetellseus:

...sthesearly-twentieth-centurye
Germanswomen’sesuffragesmovements
didenotechallengesthespropertye
requirementsethatedeniedsworking-
classemenstheerightstoevotes—eknowinge
thatesucherequirementsewouldealsoe
denysvotingerightsstoeworking-classe
women.sMaintainingesuchepropertye
requirementsecouldeonlysstrengthensthes
politicaleweighteofethesmiddlesandsuppere
classes,swhilesthesworkingeclassewoulde
remainepoliticallysvoiceless.’

and

‘Someswomen’sesuffragesorganizationse

Thiseiseintendede
aseachistorysofethee
workingeclasseine
theeUKefrome1910e
t0°2010.°Althoughe
Todd’seviewsofe
whoecountsease
workingeclasseise
notealwayseclear,e
sheeappearsetoe
seesiteaseprimarilye
manualeworkers,e
soeonlysparteofstheestorysisepresentede
here.eHowever,sshesisequitesrightewhene
sheedescribeseclassease‘asrelationshipe

anderelyingeonedebt,eespeciallyshires
purchase.e
Fromearoundsthatesamestimeeasculturale
revolutionstookeplace,sbyswhichebeinge
workingeclassesupposedlysbecames
fashionables(aseseencinenovelsesuchease
RoomeatethesToprInetheelatessixties,e
workersebecameereadierstoestrikesfore
higherswages,sandsmanyswomenegote
involvedeinerentestrikeseasecouncilerentse
rose.sInetheseighties,sthesgovernmente
attackedeunions,smostenotablyeinethes
miners’sstrike,sandecutesocialesecurity,*
leadingetosincreaseseineinequality.elte
wasenoslongereclearsthatechildrenscoulds
lookeforwardetoebetterelivessthanstheire
parentseshadsknown.sBy+2000,°70°percente
ofsworkerssweresemployedeinenon-

deoined.byounequa|.power’orather.thanca. manualowork,-yetoa-growing-number-of-
Way-ofc]ife-oroan-unchangingocu|ture‘_n people'saW'themse|VeS'aS'W0rk|ng'C|aSS.'

demandeds(andeinssomesEuropeans Theenarrativeeshesprovidesecansbee Assthisesuggests,stheresiseasloteofeusefuls

countries,ewon)epartialesuffragesfore
womene—ewithevotingerightsebasedeupone
propertysholdingeandsthespaymenteofe
taxese(thateis,erestrictingevotingerightse
toethoseswomeneofesinancialemeans).s
Buteinemanyesofethesessamessocieties,*
malessuffrageswasealsoepartial,sdenyinge
working-classemenstheerightstoevote.e
Thus,epartialesuffragesmerelyeincreasede
theevotingepowersofethesuppersclasses.’
InethesUSAeuniversalemalesandsfemales
suffrageswaseinstitutedeine1920<bute
onlysonepapersinsthesex-Confederatee
Statesewheresblacksmeneletealonesblacke
womeneweresexcludedeunderevariouse
pretexts,esaneanomalysnoteputerighteuntile

summarisedeasefollows.sInethesearlye
parteofetheslastecentury,stheresweree
nearlysoneeandeashalfemillionedomestice
servants,stheslargestegroupeofeworkers.s
Factorysworkersetendedstosbeeregardede
aseunskilleds(andesoelower-paid)eifeanys
ofstheirsworkeinvolvedeusingemachinery.s
InethesFirsteWorldsWar,sdomestice

materialshere,*enlivenedsbysreferencesto,*
andequotessfrom,esurveyseandeinterviewse
witheworkers,smanyscarriedeoutebysMasse
Observation.sButetheresiseaneunfortunatee
tendencystoeromanticisecthespost-1945e
eracandeexaggeratesitsesongoingeeffecteone
theeliveseofstheegreatemajority.sWeearee
toldethate‘[b]etweene1945+ande1951thee

servantsealmostedisappearedeasswomene liveseofeworking-classspeople-greatly

wentetoeworkeinemunitionsefactorieseande
joine

improved’,sbutethensthate‘thes1950se

d.unions;-they.often-resentedobeing. we re-a-decade-of-insecurity-and-fear-

forcedebacksintos'service'safterstheswar.e forsmanyspeople’.»And-thesbookeis-abite
The-defeateof-thesGeneralsStrikesmeants Naivesineplaces,ssucheas-the-claimsthats

thatetheslabouremovementesupposedlye
becamescommittedstoeconstitutionale
change,switheworkers’sstrengthenote

bysthesendeofsthesseventiessthesmaine
politicalepartiesshadsmadeeas‘decisione
toegoverneinefavoureofscapitalistserathere
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thaneinethesinterestseofethesmajoritysofe

theeelectorate’:swhenswaseiteeversanye

different?
Aneafterwordetakesstheesstorysupetoe

2015,*andeiseinesomeswayserathersmoree

convincing,easeinsthesstatementsthate

‘classearisesefromethesconelictsebetweene

differentegroups,swhoearesdecineds
primarilysbyetheirerelationshipstosthee
meanseofeproduction.sInecapitalism,e
theeproeitseofethesfewsdependeonsthee
exploitationeofstheesmany’.eAsconsistente
approachetoeclass,swithelittlesorenoe
referencestoeasvaguely-desinedemiddlee
class,swouldshaveemadesthiseasbettere
book_""'

PB

FamilyCircle

PartysAnimals:sMyeFamilysandsOthere
Communists.eBysDavideAaronovitch.e
JonathaneCape.=2016.

Aaronovitcheise
not,eiteisefairetoe
say,euniversallye
popularease
aspoliticale
columnistebute
thisebookeshowse
anotheresidestoe
asquitescomplexe
individual,e
centeredeone<hise
upbringingeande
earlyslifeeinethesCommunistePartysofe
GreateBritain.elteiseforethesmosteparte
engagingeandewellewritteneandstheresise
mucheheresthateanyonesfamiliarswithe
radicaleanderevolutionaryepoliticsewillsbee
abletoeidentifyewith.e
HisefatherswaseSameAaronovitch,-ae

theemainstream.s

WhilesthesCPGBehadeitseowne
distinctiveeinternaleculturesandeidentitye
itewouldebeechurlishetoedenystheresisea
widereresonancesheresofesorts,sincludinge
witheorganisationselikesthesSPGB-thate
haveshadeassimilareancestrysinthesself-
educatedsworkingeclasse‘autodidactic’
tradition.eThisehasebeeneastraditioneoftens
atevariancestostheeprevailingeattitudese
andecodeseofsbehavioureinesocietys(frome
say,enegativesfeelingsstowardsereligion,e
toerefusingetoesingstheenationaleantheme
ateschool).

Inesomeerespectsetheresaresinterestinge
parallelsewithetheesapproachstakeneine
AlexeieSayle’StalineAtesMysHomework
thoughecomparedetosSayleswhatsthise
loseseinshumoureiteperhapsegainse
instermseofepsychologicalsinsight.e
Aaronovitcheissimpressivesinehiseanalysise
ofspsychologicalsattitudeseandsresponsese
inetheeCPGB-towardsetheeHungariane
Uprisingeofe1956¢(includingewhyssomes
memberselefteatethisetimeeswhilesotherse
reconciledsthemselvesstoestay),sthes
Czechoslovakianeeventseofe1968eande
thenetheslongedeclinesofstheeCPGBesfrome
thee1970s.sHeetakeseinethessplitewithethes
hardlinesso-calleds'tankies’sine1977+ande
theeeinaledissolutioneofethesorganizatione
ine1991e.withethesfoundingesofethes
DemocraticeLeft.sButebyethenethesPartye
hadebeeneoversforehimeforesomestimee
andsthisebookeissthesculminationsofemanye
yearse—decadeseevens—eofesoul-searchinge
aboutehiseupbringingsandeinvolvemente
ineit.e

Someeofswhateemergeseaboute
Aaronvitch’sefamilyebackgroundeise
clearlysuncomfortables(hissfatherswase
aneadulterereandeiteappearsethatsthes
familyewereesthesthinly-disguisedssubjecte
ofeaschaptereineaswell-knownebooks

workingsclasssfull-timesCommunistsParty- Py*thespsychologistsRobyn-Skinner,

ofeicialewhoelaterebecameeansacademic,e

consequenteoneasserieseofsfamilystherapye

whileshisemothereLavenderswaseasradicale SeSSionS°they'had°With~him).-There-is-a-

activisteandeequallysferventeinehere
leftisteandepro-Sovieteviews.eTheysweres
contemporarieseofswell-knownCPGBe

sensesofesomeescore-settlingetoosassthee
bookeprogresses,sthoughsthisedoesn’ts
detractetooemuchefromewhateiseane

activistselikee JohnsGollan,JockeNicholson®therwisesinsightfulswork.Itsissmainlye

ande<PetersFryer,sandsAaronovitchedeftlye
analysesstheireNortheLondonesocialeande
politicalemilieu.sThisebookeiseaneattempte
toeexplainewhystheysthoughteasetheysdide
andestosexploresthesculturaleenvironmente
andereferencespointseofsthoseswhoesete
themselveseinsthisewayesoutsidesthes
mainstreameofesociety.sInsthiserespect,e
itsiseaepersonalsexplorationeofewhate
ittmeansetoebes‘thesother’sandshows

aneautobiographicalsandesociologicale
accounterathersthaneansexpresslye
politicalsonesperhaps,sandsitswoulde
havesbeensinterestingstoshavesexploreds
morescloselysatetimessthespoliticale
assumptionssthatelaysbehindsthe<beliefe
ineso-called«‘actuallysexistingesocialism’e
inetheeSovieteUnioneandeitsesatellites.e
Forsthisswasenoteas'socialism’sthate
degeneratedesoverstime,sbuteascompletes

politicalsideologyswassreslected-insmusic,s Mirage+fromsthe-outset,sand-one-thes

holidays,sfoodseateneandsasrangeeofe
othereostensiblyenon-politicaleactivitiese
thateweresneverthelesssimpactedsbysthee
sensesofebeingedifferenteandeapartefrome

SocialistStandard May 2016

CPGB-ewereeatepainsstospromotesands
upholdedespiteeallethesevidenceetosthee
contrarysfrome1917+0onwards.e®

DAP



50 Years Ago

The Law and
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You'll Never Walk
(Out) Alone!
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Meelngs

For full details of all our meelngs and events see our Meetup site: h"p://www.meet-

up.com/The-Socialist-Party-of-Great-Britain/

CLAPHAM, LONDON

Sunday 1 May

Stall and lea#e!ng for GLA Elec!ons from
11.00 a.m.Socialist Party premises, 52 BRIGHTON

Clapham High Street, London, SW4 7UN. Brighton Discussion Group

Tuesday 10 May, 7.30 — 9.30 p.m.
Venue: The Brighthelm Centre (Pelham
Room — First Floor — li$ available), North
Road, Brighton, BN1 1YD

Saturday 28 May from 10.00 a.m.
Street Stall. The Quadrant, SA1 3QW.

NELSON, LANCASHIRE

Sunday 1 May, 11.00 a.m.

Walk in the CountryMeet at Nelson
library.

CANTERBURY

Saturday 14 May, from 12.00 Noon
Monday 29 May Street Stallln the Parade pedestrian
May Day Rally from 1.00 p.m. precinct

Venue: Townley Park, Holmes Street, Burn-

ley, BB11 3RQ. The Socialist Party will halMANCHESTER

a stall at this event. Saturday 14 May, 2.00 p.m.

The EU Referendum

Venue: The Unicorn, 26 Church Street,
Manchester, M4 1PW.

BURNLEY

SWANSEA

Saturday, 7th May from 10.00 a.m.
Saturday 14 May from 10.00 a.m.
Saturday 2% May from 10.00 a.m.

Declaration of Principles
of the working class will involve the
emancipalon of all mankind, without
dis!nc!on of race or sex.
5. That this emancipalon must be the
work of the working class itself.
Object

The establishment of a system of society 6. That as the machinery of government,
based upon the common ownership including the armed forces of the nalon,
and democal!c control of the means exists only to conserve the monopoly
and instruments for producing and by the capitalist class of the wealth
distribu!ng wealth by and in the interest taken from the workers, the working
of the whole community. class must organize consciously and
poli!cally for the conquest of the powers
Declara!on of Principles of government, nalonal and local, in
The Socialist Party of Great Britain holds order that this machinery, including
these forces, may be converted from an
1. That society as at present cons!tuted isinstrument of oppression into the agent
based upon the ownership of the means of emancipa!on and the overthrow of
of living (i.e. land, factories, railways, etc.)privilege, aristocra!c and plutocral!c.
by the capitalist or master class, and the
consequent enslavement of the working 7. That as all poli!cal par!es are but
class, by whose labour alone wealth is  the expression of class interests, and
produced. as the interest of the working class is
diametrically opposed to the interests of
2. That in society, therefore, there is an  all seclons of the master class, the party
antagonism of interests, manifes!ng itself seeking working class emancipa!on must
as a class struggle between those who be hoslle to every other party.
possess but do not produce and those
who produce but do not possess. 8. The Socialist Party of Great Britain,
therefore, enters the "eld of polilcal
3. That this antagonism can be abolished ac!on determined to wage war against
only by the emancipa!on of the working all other polilcal par!es, whether alleged
class from the domina!on of the master labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls
class, by the conversion into the common upon the members of the working class
property of society of the means of of this country to muster under its banner
produc!on and distribulon, and their to the end that a speedy terminalon may
democralc control by the whole people. be wrought to the system which deprives
them of the fruits of their labour, and
4. That as in the order of social evolu!on that poverty may give place to comfort,
the working class is the last class to privilege to equality, and slavery to
achieve its freedom, the emancipalon freedom.
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LEEDS

Sunday 22 May, 1.00 p.m.

Yorkshire Regional Branch. The Victoria
Hotel, 28 Great George Street, Leeds, LS1
3DL

June 2016

SWANSEA

Saturday &4 June from 10.00 a.m.
Saturday 1T June, from 10.00 a.m.
Saturday 18 June, from 10.00 a.m.
Saturday 2% June, from 10.00 a.m.
Street Stall The Quadrant, SA1 3QW

CANTERBURY

Saturday 11 June, from 12.00 Noon
Street Stall

In the Parade pedestrian precinct

LEEDS
Saturday 11 June, 1.00 — 5.00 p.m.
CROSSING BORDERS:
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