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Introducingthe Socialist Party

The Socialist Party is like no other poliscal We use every possible opportunity toand Turkish as well as English.

party in Britain. It is made up of people make new socialists. We publish The more of you who join the Socialist
who have joined together pamphlets and books, as well Party the more we will be able to get our
because we want to get rid as CDs, DVDs and variousdeas across, the more experiences we
of the prolt system and other informa$ve will be able to draw on and greater will be
establish real socialism ¢ material. We also give the new ideas for building the movement
Our aim is to persuade 4 talks and take part which you will be able to bring us.

others to become || in debates; a"end The Socialist Party is an organisa$on of
socialist and act for rallies, mee$ngs equals. There is no leader and there are no
themselves, organising and demos; followers. So, if you are going to join we
democra$cally and | run  educa$onal want you to be sure that you agree fully
without leaders, to conferences; host with what we stand for and that we are
bring about the kind internet discussion sa$s!ed that you understand the case for
of society that we are forums, make !Ims socialism.

advoca$ng in this journal. presen$ng our ideas,

We are solely concerned and contest elec$ons

with building a movement of when prac$cal. Socialist

socialists for socialism. We are not literature is available in Arabic

. . . ' All original material is available under the Creative
a reformist party with a programme of Bengali, Dutch, Esperanto, French,commons Attribution-NoDerivs 2.0 UK: England &
policies to patch up capitalism. German, ltalian, Polish, Spanish, Swediskales (CC BY-ND 2.0 UK) licence.
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Editorial
The Socialist View on the EU Referendum

IMAGINE TWO social systems, which make it easier for member countries to it must be said that even capitalists

we can call system A and system B. compete against the US and Japan and and their governments cannot control
System A involves a ¢ny minority owning the rising power of China, Russia, India capitalism.
the means of produceon, a wages and so on. On this issue, however, there In the 1975 referendum on the

system, exploitaseon, varying degrees is a split in the capitalist class and their Common Market, as it then was, the
of poverty, resistance by workers, wars, poliecal and media representasves. In  Socialist Party made comparable points,

environmental problems. System B broad terms, the bigger capitalists and adding that ‘The Briesh people are only

involves a eny minority owning the those who are export-oriented or are being asked to endorse the conenuason

means of produceon, a wages system, based in the City of London are in favour of capitalism, in or out’ocialist

exploitason, varying degrees of of EU membership, while the smaller Standard May 1975).

poverty, resistance by workers, wars, capitalists and those whose businessis  Supporters of nasonalisason and

environmental problems. domesecally-based are against. taxing the rich may well conclude that
System A was a descripson of Briesh Those for staying in say leaving would whether the UK is in or out of the EU

capitalism with the UK as part of the mean less control over ‘our economic  may make some dilerence as far as

European Union; system B a descripeon alairs.’ Those for leaving say ‘we’ would their reformist policies are concerned.

of Briesh capitalism with the UK outside ‘regain the power to control of own But to a revolueonary movement that

the EU. Clearly they are both exactly alairs.’ aims at abolishing the wages system and

the same, and there are no important As is usually the case with establishing a classless society it does not

di'erences to workers’ lives between statements by the ruling class and their ma"er in the least.

the two systems. Any di'erences will spokespersons, you need to ask who Socialists will be wrieng ‘World

be marginal, temporary, and could go  the ‘we’ being meneoned really refers  Socialism’ on voeng papers in the
either way. So the socialist response to. And what kind of ‘control’ do they referendum (this is emphaecally not an

to the queseon of how to vote in the have in mind here? As workers, we don't absteneon), and we urge all workers
referendum is not to vote Yes or No but control our own lives and certainly not  to do the same. But of course we urge
to write ‘World Socialism’ across the ‘our economic alairs’, nor can we solve  workers not just to do that but also to
ballot paper. ‘our own problems’. It is the interests consider the case for a society without

The EU is a capitalist club, designed toand powers of the capitalist class that arecapitalist clubs like the EU, without
simplify and harmonise markets and to  focussed on in such statements, though countries and without classes.
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FATHRINDERS

Lights out,
Inaceon...

AS UK readers will recall, people in the
north-west of England had an intereseng 5
eme of it just before Christmas courtesy of
Storm Desmond. It was quite something
to see the local town centre under water, =
and those not actually ooded out of their
houses sell had the unigque experience

of spending two or three winter nights
without heaeng or power. With nothing
but a candle for company when it gets
dark at 4pm you quickly realise just how
interminably long a December night lasts.
There’ll be a regional baby boom next
September, in all probability.

One might have thought that heasng
and lights would be uppermost in people’s
minds, and certainly it wasn’t fun for
those all-electric households which had
only bread and cold water for dinner. But
one can manage on the whole fairly well
without basic ameniees, so long as it's
not permanent. What one can’t manage
without — and this is not obvious unel you
experience it — is informason.

People were in the dark in more ways
than one. No power meant no TV, no
radio, no internet, and no mobile phones.
It's hard to overstate, in our hyper-
connected world, just how disorieneng
this is. It was as if a black shell of silence
had descended on the area, shusng out
all noise from outside. Hungry for news,
or perhaps rediscovering the importance
of human contact, people les their houses
and poured into the city centre to end out
whatever there was to *nd out. Every food
shop was closed, and anywhere you migh
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rom other counees, seemed uniformly
uninformed. One directed people to walk
miles to an out-of-town supermarket
which was closed. Asked if he would use
his radio to check what food services
might be funceoning, another oecer
simply laughed. Police radios are only for
important things, apparently.

Showing more presence of mind than
the constabulary, sta! from the local
*0oded Sainsbury’s began doling out
free bread and a queue formed across
the large car park, redolent of Soviet
Russia. Similar queues grew around the
few funceoning public telephone boxes,
anachronisec installasons nobody had
even nosced the day before.

It wasn’t the end of the world, and
people knew it, because M&S sell had
its Christmas lights on. There was good
humour and bonhomie, and a complete
lack of the sort of panic which those in
charge like to pretend populasons are
prone to. There were jokes too. These
were terrorist soods, people said. Isis
have been stueng toilet rolls into the
storm drains to block them up. It's a
tconspiracy by the carpet erms. It's a Tory

erd ¥ R wesll fiitewmervamie wwWshiu
look something like this. People would
pour out of their dark, cold houses, their
phones dead and useless, sulering an
almost existeneal crisis of ignorance, while
authority egures stood around vaguely,
pretending to be in charge but not much
the wiser. The end of the world would

not be caused by a mere power cut. But it
would certainly start with one.

The acid test of a society is how it copes
when things go wrong. Socialists are not
inclined to be melodramaec, but we do
think about the big queseons, like what
kind of social structures humans would
need to survive into the far future. We're
certainly not alone in the conviceon that
capitalism is spectacularly not equipped to
ensure that.

It's not just the chaoec casino
economics. A key problem with property-
owning socie«es is that they form rigid
verecal hierarchies whose only purpose
is to preserve the status quo, and this is
an intrinsic weakness because it makes
those socieses non-adapeve. The people
trapped in them are also non-adapeve.
They are not encouraged to cope in
adversity, they’re encouraged to be weak,
to be clueless and defenceless and over-
specialised, because this is what protects
the hierarchy. They are trained from infant
school to rely on authority, to do all that
is ordered and nothing that is prohibited.
All the glare and dazzle of the informaeon
society, with its 24/7 news channels and
its movies and its myth-making, obscures
the esseneal fact that the majority of
people are perpetually in the dark, out in
the cold and disconnected from power.
For capitalism to be perpetually strong,
we must be perpetually weak. This is all
good for capitalism but it is a survival
eaw for humans. A eaw like this killed the

conceivably purchase a candle, but Claire’glan 18 e et iEs g 2 Lenelen dinosaurs. A meteorite caused havoc and

reservoir ready for the next summer
drought.

But it was sobering, all the same, to
realise how fragile modern society is and
how we can be so easily disconnected
from it, and how upon disconneceon
that same social reality so quickly
comes to look like the dreamed
‘reality’ in the «ImThe Matrix A few
nights of blacked out streets, where
even the street and traec lights
don’t work, is not enough *me for
social order to disintegrate (though
there was a spike in burglaries), but
it is enough eme to resect on the
blinding meaninglessness of reality
TV, X Factor shows, Facebook and a
million other things we think are real and
important and intereseng.

It wasn’t the end of the world, but
one couldn’t escape a feeling that the

Accessories was incongruously open for
business and so was Ann Summers. The
town authoriees seemed not to have quite
grasped what was going on, and it did not
occur to anyone to set up a central news
point. On being asked for informason,
the duty oecer in the well-lit counter
booth at the central police stason smiled
innocently and said ‘What about?’

An early rumour was that the nuclear
power stason had gone down. In an
informaeon vacuum every Chinese
whisper is amplieed to a shout of alarm.
There was a rumour (rich irony) that the
water was to be cut o!l. The bridges were
closed (why?) and many roads out of
town (why?). Conenuing her whimsical
a"empt to be helpful the stacon duty
oecer enquired ‘Did you want to go
somewhere?’

Police oecers on the street, drased in

T

shut out the sun, but what really killed
them was their inability to adapt.
This is what the authoritarian Leninist
Lee doesn’t understand, any be"er
than the proto-fascist right-wing.
That's why socialists talk about
the future society as a ‘horizontal
hierarchy’, an organisasonal
structure which allows a
maximum diversity of skills
without the coercive weight
of verscal strasecason. It's
not just a loey obsession with
egalitarianism. Such a society,
unrestricted by the steel bonds of
social rank and posieon, would be
mobile and adapeve, able to respond
to changing circumstances, able to survive
long term, and probably a damn sight
be"er organised when the lights go out.
PJS
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ERADICATE
EXTREME POVERTY
AND HUNGER
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ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL
PRIMARY EDUCATION

MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GO _.
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I neSeptemberethesUN-adoptede

seventeensGlobaleGoals,sintendedstos

buildeasbettersworldeby+2030¢(Www.
globalgoals.org).sThesesincludessuche
aimseaseendingepovertyeandshunger,e
promotingecleanswatereandsrenewables
energy,*achievingegendersequalitysande
combattingeclimateschange.Allsverys
worthy,sandeateleastetheeglobalsnaturesofe
problemseandesolutionseiserecognised,®
butelet'sestepebackeasbiteandslookeatsthes
backgroundeandshistorysofesucheefforts.
eseThesGlobalsGoalseareeasfollow-upstoe
theeMillenniumeDevelopmenteGoalse
(MDGs)esetebyethesUNeine2000¢(www.
un.org/millenniumgoals),sthoughewithe
1990-0oftenstakeneaseasbenchmark.«
ThereswereejusteeighteMDGs,sfrome
eradicatingeextremeepovertysande
hungeretoereducingechildemortalitysande
combattingsHIV/AIDS.«Foreasdiscussions
ofeonesaspecteofsthis,sseesMateriale
WorldeinsthesAugustSocialisteStandarc
essThesUN’sereporteonstheeprogresse
ofsthesMDGsewasepublishedesineJulye
thiseyear.eThisespeakseofe‘profounds
achievements’,sbut,sevensifeweeaccepte
theeclaimseatefaceevalue,swhateemergese
iseatemosteasserieseofequali ieds
successes.sAmongesthesachievementse
(allequotedsfrometheereport):
eeaTheenumbersofepeopleclivingeine
extremeepovertyshasedeclinedsbysmores
thanehalf,sfallingefrome1.9<billioneine
1990+t0*836°million«in*2015

¢ «Theenumbereofeout-of-schoole
childreneofsprimaryeschool-agee
worldwideshasefallensbysalmostehalf,stoe
aneestimatede57emillionsin*2015,s«downe
frome100emillioneine2000
es® s Theeglobalsunder- iveemortalitye
rateshasedeclinedsbysmoresthanehalf,e
droppingesfrome90eto*43+deathsepere
1,000¢livesbirthsebetweens1990+ande
2015
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**® Since*1990,thesmaternalemortalitye
ratiochasedeclinedsby+45<percents
worldwide,sandemosteofstheereductione
haseoccurredesince+2000.
eseYeteasstheereportealsoenotes,«‘thes
pooresteandsmostevulnerablespeoplee
areebeingeleftebehind’.eForeinstances
(againequotedsfromsthesreport):

es® Aboute16,000<childrensdieseache
dayebeforescelebratingstheirs ifthe
birthday,smostlysfromepreventablee
causes

e+® |nethesdevelopingeregions,schildrene
frometheepooreste20+percentsofe
householdsearesmoresthanstwiceease
likelystoebeestuntedeassthosesfromethes
wealthieste20spercent

esse Ahoute800emillionepeoplesstillelives
ineextremeepovertysandesufferefrome
hunger

ee® |ne| atineAmericasandsthesCaribbean,e
theeratiosofewomenetoemeneinepoore
householdseincreasedsfrome108e
womensforeeverys100smeneine1997¢toe
117swomeneforeeverys100°smeneine2012
e0 Bystheeendeofe2014,+con lictsehade
forcedealmoste60smillionepeopletos
abandonstheirshomese—thechigheste
levelsrecordedssincesthesSecondsWorlde
War.

eseThuseitewouldeseemethatethee ifteen-
yeareprojecteestablishedsine2000-wase
soesuccessfulethateanothers ifteen-yeare
project,scoveringemanyeofstheesame-
aims,swaseseteupswhensitecamestoeans
end.sExtremespoverty,sforeinstance,¢
wasereducedsbuteitthadecertainlysnote
beeneeradicated,sassthesgoalsehadeit.e
Asefareasehungerswaseconcerned,sthes
truesaimewasenotethatenobodyesshoulde
gochungryebutsthatethesproportioneine
developingecountriesesufferingsfroms
hungereshouldebeshalvedsbetweene
1990+and+2015.°Theereductions
allegedly-achievedewaseinsfactsfrome

23.3epercentetoe12.9epercent,swhiche
isenotequitecashalf.sThisewaseagainste
asbackgroundeofshigherefoodeprices,*
extremesweathereevents,snaturale
disasterseandstheeeconomicerecession.s
MucheofstheereductionewaseineChina,*
asetheeeconomystheressaweshort-terme
expansioneandsthescountrysbecamee
assourceeofscheapelabourspowere
foreglobalecapitalism.eButeprogresse
wasemucheslowereinethesCaribbean,
Oceania,*SouthernsAsiasandssub-
SaharaneAfrica.eSoutheAsiacaloneshase
281emillionsundernourishedspeople.
eseSoewhateconclusionsedoswesdraws
fromethis?eThatsthesnewsGlobaleGoalse
willenotedelivereeither?sThatetheswholee
enterprisesiseascharadesintendedetos
coversupethescontinuationeofepovertye
andeinequality?eThatethesUNeisshardlye
thesbesteorganisationstosoverseessuche
projects?eThateyetemoressucheprojectse
willebeeneededesubsequently?

ess Aemoreeappropriatesresponseswoulde
bestoesaysthateinestechnologicalstermseite
iseperfectlyspossiblestoemeetsthesreale
goalseofeendingepovertysandesoeon,e
andetoedoesoestraightaway:sthatethee
planeteandeitseinhabitantsearesperfectlye
capablesofegrowingeenoughefoodesfore
everyone;sthatematernalemortalitye
cansbeesigni icantlyesreducedsifsthes
requiredsresourceseareeputstoe-it;sthate
noschildeneedsetosgroweupshungryeore
stuntedeoreilliteratesoreabused;sthate
theeenvironmentscanebesproperlye
nurtured.elneotherewords,thescurrente
sufferingeandsprematuresdeathsearee
quiteesimplysunnecessary.eButeitewille
takeeasrevolutionetoeachievesallthis,enote
tinkeringewithinetheepresentesystem.esesees
PB

Lefters

Dear Editors

The ar!cle on the Labour Party in the
DecembeilStandardclearly exposed their
failures. That’s not how the Labour Party
themselves see it of course, claiming
that their ac'ons in government ‘have
revolu!onised the lives of the Bri!'sh
people’ (www.labour.org.uk/pages/what-
is-the-labour-party).

Even a"er several Labour governments,
the lives of workers in Britain s!ll involve
exploitalon and varying degrees of
poverty. The revolu!on is yet to come.
Paul!Benne’, Manchester




Revolu!on or Resolulons?  sancemoniously agonizing over what New the secularizason of moral discourse does
THERE’S NOTHING the devout ChriseanY€ar’s resolusons impose on themselves, not reduce human kindness, in fact it does
likes more than a righteous feeling of guilt the Han-HancpI_umn is here to help. _ just_ the oppqsite’ said Prof Jean Decety
and sin. Fortunately Chriseanity gives its Forget abo_ut_ giving up fags and b(_)oze, it's(Science Dalj_)Novembe_r 2_015).
punters plenty to feel guilty and sinful not very original and you're not going to And a previous, but similar study by
about. seck to it anyway. Here’s something you Royal Holloway, University of London

And although their god, like most can really feel guillty about. How about founql that ‘When subconsciously exposed
others, is all-seeing and nothing escapes 91Ving up your religious delusions? It to religious ideas and concepts, religious
his asenson, guilt-ridden Chriseans seems you have more to be ashamed of people are far more likely to acevely
happily torment themselves with their than you thought. punish those they believe are aceng
sinfulness to their heart's content, safe in A recent study by the University of seleshly and unfairly’§cience Daily
the knowledge that although the invisible Chicago indicates that children from November 2010). o
man in the sky is fully aware of every religious families are less likely to share It's a funny old world. As any socialist
guilty secret, every bit of illicit pleasure Wlt.h 'others thqn were thlldren from non- whq has ever trle'd to reason with a
and every sin commieed, he will forgive religious families. A religious upbringing Chrisean knows, if you try to describe a
them. is also associated with more punieve future society without poverty, hunger

To regularly remind him, though, tender_lcies in response to ane-social homele_ssness etc. and call it socialism,
that their sins are to be forgiven, they behavior. . the Chr|§-an will call you a dar!gerous
occasionally need to demonstrate their The results ‘challenge the view that communist. Ask them to describe heaven
repentance and remorse. Lent, the forty religiosity facilitates prosocial behavior,  and, if they can give an answer at all,
days leading up to Easter, for example, is and call into quesson whether religion is  they’ll describe presy much the same
tradisonally spent miserably faseng and vital for moral development — suggessng  thing. (Except with harp-playing angels
reseceng on these sins. And the N¢g and temples with pillars of gold).
Year oeers a wonderful opportunity ‘The Chrisean, it seems, (in spite of
for further repentance and misery i his self-declared sinfulness) expects
the drawing up of lists of New Year to go to heaven and be forgiven, but
resolusons to torture themselves at the same +me, reserves the right
with. to be selesh, and to punish those of

And this year, for any Chriseans us who argue for a world without
poverty here on EartiNW

e L A
What will YOU give up for 2016?

‘To make China rich and strong needs
several decades of intense eeort, which

. . . will include, among other things, the
appropriate either. It was something Mao eeort to pracece strict economy and

said in 1949, justlar his party had won  ¢ompat waste, i.e., the policy of building
the civil war in China and assumed POWEY,5 our country through diligence and
there, about the need to learn how frugality.
the dictatorship in China to make the to run industries from those who had In those days there would have been
point that, when it comes to nding been running them under the previous  yyh6ards and compulsory workplace
markets and investment outlets, ideology regime (echoing what Lenin had said justy,ee.ngs shousng ‘Build Our Country
doesn’t maser. What does instead is aler the Bolsheviks had seized power in Through Diligence and Frugality’, i.e.
the material, economic interest of the ~ Russia), ending with the trite punchline o4 hard and live on as lisle as possible.
capitalist class, and that Osborne, as one'We must not pretend to know what we 15y he “frugality’ wasn't the best
of their governmental representasves, ~ do not know.’ translason of whatever the Chinese word
served this interest on his recent visitto ~ Actually, theLisle Red Bookloes was. A more appropriate one might have
China, despite it being a dictatorship and,contain some more appropriate sayings paen ... ‘austerity’’.
to boot, one that (falsely) claims to be  that could have been applied to the Tory 54 ork and austerity was what the
socialist. government’s Five Year Austerity Plan. - ars and peasants of China got under
But, in his response to Osborne’s 25 One seceon is headed ‘Building Our Mao as their consumpeon was held
November Autumn Statement, Labour's County Through Diligence and Frugality”. qon to build up state capitalist China’s
Shadow Chancellor, John McDonnell, In 1955 Mao said: industrial and military might. Since Mao’s
sused it by choosing to quote from ‘Diligence and frugality should be death in 1976 China has evolved towards
Chairman Mao'4.isle Red Booknd praceced in running factories and a more conveneonal kind of capitalism,
o-ering ‘Comrade Osborne’ a copy. Whatshops and all state-owned, co-operasve it private capitalist srms, billionaires
was he thinking of? He must have knownand other enterprises- The prinCiple a stock exchange and all t|'qe rest. but ,So”
that this would have been misinterpreted Of diligence and frugality should be under the dictatorship of the so-called
by a hosele media to paint him as a observed in everything. This principle of «~qnmunist’ Party. Not that that's a

Osborne, Mao, same struggle

IT WAS a good idea to twit George
Osborne about his new-found love for

supporter of Mao, as one ‘Marxist’
quoeng another. Of course neither
Mao nor McDonnell are Marxists, and
if anything McDonnell has been more
of a fellow traveller of Trotskyism than
Maoism.

The passage he quoted wasn'’t very

economy is one of the basic principles
of socialist economics. China is a big
country, but she is sell very poor. It will
take several decades to make China
prosperous. Even then we will sell have
to observe the principle of diligence and
frugality. *

And again in 1957:

problem for Osborne when it comes to
doing trade and investment deals. Nor
would it be for McDonnell if ever he
became Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Labour governments too have known all
about how to look aler the interests of
Briesh Capitalism plc.
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MATERIAL
WORLD

4 servitude of workers. The old system never let me go out,’ she said. ‘| feel | am
I fe e I I am a!a)lllowed them to change employers a slave, they told me you have no right to
nce they were brought here, giving be queseoning us because you are just a
them a graigh'orward escape route  housemaid, she recalled. Alia eventually

if they experienced bad treatment.  managed to escape, but by leaving

They could "nd a new job and apply her abusive employer she breached
to get their visa renewed. This systemimmigrason rules and is now an illegal
was praised as a model of fair play. migrant. Her only opeon is deportason.
The UN described it as ‘instrumental ~ The Joint Commi#ee on the Dra%

in facilitaeng the escape of migrant  Modern Slavery Bill reported that ‘In

THERE ARE now 53 million dofes domessc workers from exploitasve  the case of the domesec worker’s visa,
workers worldwide, 1.5 million domessc  and abusive situasons’. policy changes have uninteneonally
workers in Saudi Arabia alone, where The UK's government posison is that  strengthened the hand of the slave master
recruitment agencies +y in 40,000 women o1y 4 «ny proporson of those here against the vicem of slavery’. The now
a month to keep up with demand. as domesec workers are abused and 2015 Modern Slavery Act only provides

In the Gulf, the Internasonal Trade  gxpoited. However, Human Rights Watch for a six month period of leave for those
Union Confederason says that 2.4 million g4 it had found serious abuses of domessc workers conclusively idens"ed

domessc workers are facing condions of migrant workers by foreign employers in  as tra&cked. For someone who has been
slavery. Rothna Begum of Human Rights e K. ‘We have documented the forced tra&cked he or she is expected to "nd
Watch says that ‘in many houses these  |apour of domessc workers; they have  employment within 28 days (the sme
women have absolutely no status — they  peen made to work extremely long hours  limit speci“ed by the rules) and during
have been bought’. The Internasonal without breaks or days o, paid very li#le this sme the worker has no recourse to
Domes-c Workers Federason essmates o not at all, psychologically abused and  public funds so may be desstute. They
that families sae $8bn (£5.1bn) a year by ot provided with food, said Izza Leghtas. have to apply for the six-month visa having
withholding wages from their domes=c ‘Alia’ came to the UK as a maid. She saidecured employment so need to search
workers. ‘With kafala and other [egal her passport was taken from her, she was for and "nd employment with no clear
systems around the world that give N0 mae 1o eat scraps of food and sleep in a immigrason status. The worker needs
labour rights to migrant women, you are ¢\ shoard. ‘“They promised me they were to "nd an employer who will agree to
giving almost total impunity to émployers  ¢qing to pay me more, but they didn't ~ employ them in their private household
to treat these women however they like," hay me. | started in morning at 06.00 unel in spite of the six months limit to their
Begum says,'It's startling what cruelty can mignight. | didn’t have any break and they visa and who will support an applicason
emerge when one person has complete to the Home O&ce.
control over another.’ Last September the
Marina Sarno explains ‘I had no eme campaign group
0¢, N0 *me to rest ever. Even when | was | the Migrant Rights
trying to eat, she would be calling me: Network argued:
‘You are not here to rest. | paid a lot of ‘We are le% with
money for you. To her, | was a slave. | was a provision which
not a human.” Marina told her agency hasn’t taken account
that she was being mistreated, but they of the promised
said she had to stay unel the end of her review and which
contract. “They said, ‘Your madam has | oeers so li#le leave
paid good money for you"Quardian 24 it is worthless in
October). _ pracece. Worse there
Yet we should not consider such is a likelihood that
condisons as only applicable to the these workers, ssll
Middle East. In the UK there is the 2012 not fully recovered
Domesec Worker's Visa, designed for from the eeects of
cleaners, chaueeurs, cooks and nannies . the tra&cking, 1e%
from outside the European Union, who with no evidence of
are accompanying overseas employers ~ their right to work,
to the UK. It too is a system that <es desetute and with
overseas domesec workers to just one the same pressures
employer refusing them the right to to support their
change their employer in the UK. 15- families which led
16,000 Overseas Domesec Worker visas them to migrate in
are issued to private households each place, will be pushed
year (around 200 visas are issued annuall | into exploitasve
to those working for diplomats). The employment or even
charity Kalayaan, which helps migrant . re-tra&cking.’
domesec workers believes it facilitates i A ALJO

L& Shipping container used
to smuggle 22 Chinese

and insetusonalises the domesec immigrants into the USA
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Healey
and Howe

‘VICTORY IN waas in poliecs, oeen goes
to the side which makes fewer, or less
serious, mistakesvas how it was summed
up by one with searching experience

of both types of human acevity. Denis
Healey held the most exposed and
demanding jobs in Briesh poliecs aser
serving *me in the army, including a spell
as Beach Master for the Allied forces
storming ashore in 1943 at the Italian port
of Anzio. He ended the war as a major
and when emerging into what was known
as peace quicklyeained a superior

ranking on the Westminster Front Bench
rather than in the warm sea of that Italian
beach. So all things considered it was not
an insult, or necessarily damaging, to be

described by him as resembling a casualty

of the farmyard.

Because those words were aimed,
as accurately as any of the projeceles
at Anzio, at the Conservasve baseon

Geoerey Howe while Healey was Labour’swhere he remained

Chancellor of the Exchequer, a post in
which it was vastly preferable to make
the fewer mistakes. Healey remembered
this well and it went down in some kind
of history: ‘In one debate he had raised
some diecult queseons in his opening
speech. | did not want to be distracted
from my own argument by answering
them, so | dismissed them by saying
that | found his asack “rather like being

savaged by a dead sheep” . This responsef the Exchequer. It

to a considered opposieon argument by
resoreng to childish insult was a part of
Healey’s need at the *me to disguise the
fact that his policies as Chancellor were
directed at dealing with the current crises
of Briesh capitalism through debasing

the living standards of workers. Howe
referred to the incident in 1983 when

he responded to Healey congratulasng
him on being reluctantly appointed by
Margaret Thatcher as Foreign Secretary
(it was in fact more of a demoeon} by
burbling that it was ‘like being nuzzled by
an old ram’. Which Healey accepted as a
welcome enlivening of a dull asernoon;
he liked and respected Howe as one who
also grappled with the impossible labours
of making sense of capitalism’s insanity
economies.

Bow Group

Howe was too young to match Healey’s
authenecally managerial experience of
the war so he had to be saes!ed with
drilling the school Home Guard and
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se'"ng up a Nasonal Savings group.
Just before the end of the war he was
conscripted into the army and reached
the heights of a commissioned o-cer.
Aeer demobilisaeon he went through
what was carefully known as a ‘judicious
marriage’ and set himself to qualify in
law, eventually reaching the levels of a
high-earning QC. Poliecally aceve, he
became chairman of the Bow Group
and contributed to a pamphlet which
argued that the trade unions were too
powerful and enjoyed some privileges
which should be cut back (a policy
which Prime Minister Harold
Macmillan thought would
be ‘inexpedient’ ). Aser
two expected doomed
eeorts to get elected
into Parliament at
Aberavon in 1955
and 1959 Howe
succeeded in the
more welcoming
Babington from 1964
unel 1966 when he was
defeated. It was easier
for a Tory to contest
the comforengly
leafy seat of Reigate,

the Member from
1970 unel he reered
from Parliament

in 1992. Aeer

the Conservaeve
victory in 1979
Thatcher plucked
him from the

back benches to
be her Chancellor

was typically a *me of
severe economic crisis, the

#avour of which was in#ason running
as a conenuous threat to working class
condieons with the purchasing power of

own head be it, Geoerey, if anything
goes wrong’ was a typical comment
from her in 1979 about a clutch of
policies which included the abolieon of
exchange controls. Masers came to a
head in 1983 when she moved him to
Foreign Secretary. Howe was not enerely
happy about this; apart from anything
else it deprived him of the right to use
luxurious accommodason in Carlton
Gardens in London and Chevening House,
the 17" century stately home in Kent
where Howe and his wife had very much
enjoyed playing hosts at smart social
events. In June 1989 Howe accompanied
Nigel Lawson, who was his successor as
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to an early
morning meeeng at Ten Downing Street
when they more or less threatened

to resign if Thatcher persisted in her
opposieon to their proposal of Briesh
membership of the exchange rate
mechanism of the European Monetary
System. She refused to be cajoled in this
way and what she witheringly described
and a ‘nasty liele meeeng’ ended with
Howe looking ‘insuserably smug’.

Reshu'e

It was soon acer this that her Irst act

in a reshu$e was to inform Howe that

she intended to replace him as Foreign
Secretary with John Major. Howe resisted,
which led to some lengthy and abrasive
negoeasons sesled only by the oeer of

the use of another stately home and the
post of Leader of the House of Commons
and Deputy Prime Minister, which
ensured that Howe would always sit on
Thatcher’s lee at Cabinet meeengs. Such
symbolism is clearly vital to the smooth
working of capitalist poliecs. But the
arrangement soon crumbled away when
Howe resigned with a speech which has
endured as an example of bilious revenge.
It was on 13 November 1990, soon aser
Thatcher had boasted how she would

wages, pensions and the like conenuously dismiss the proposal of a single European

eroded. In response Howe could oser
no more than some outworn policies
fashioned roughly from the assumpeon
that the trade unions were the

crucially self-destruceve factor. Against
the opposicon of many established
economists he imposed ‘monetarists’
policies, which could oeer no remedy to

currency: ‘The bowling’s going to get hit
all round the ground. That's my style’.
To which Howe responded that he was
resigning because being in Thatcher’s
government was like an opening batsman
whose bats had been broken before the
game by the team captain.

Denis Healey died on 3 October 2015.

the unemployment which was reaching an Geoerey Howe died on 9 October 2015
historic high; in January 1982 it exceeded Two more examples of the resolve

3 million, in some areas aseceng almost
20 per cent of the liable populason, with
parscular damage to areas susering from

and talents o<en applied to condison
the inhuman plunder of this system of
capitalism and to deceive millions of

the decline of established industries such others that there is no other way.

as car produceon, texeles...

Smug
Meanwhile relasonships between Howe
and Thatcher were uneven; ‘On your
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‘We’ II-aIways-have-Parls

Paris, France
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roundseaftersthesPariseclimatestalkselastemontheendede people.sMoroccoesents439eparticipantsewhilesFrance,sthehost,e
ineasneweglobalsagreement,sandenoswonder.sIt'ssalmoste madesdoewithejuste395,*Chinasscrapedsalongswitheaspaltrye

theseeirstetimeealleorenearly-allethescountrieseofsthesworldehavee 326¢andsthesUKesenteaslaughable«96¢(carbonbrief.org).Ine
managedetoeagreesonsanything,seveneifeonly«ineprinciplesands addition,ecountriesearrangedsthemselvessineblocseaccordinge
eveneifstheyearesnoteboundsbysit. toetheireperceivedecommoneinterest.eThesopportunitiesefore

Makeenoemistake,sthissiseasbreakthrough.sDespitesthesbeste disagreementebetween,ssay,»sAOSIS¢(AlliancesofsSmallelslande
effortseofeclimateschangesdenierseandscorporationsstoeoffers  States)eandsBASICe(Brazil,»SoutheAfrica,sIndiasand+China),sore
upespuriouseargumentsstoebafelesthespublic,sobscuresthee LLDCe(LandlockedsDevelopingsCountries)sand*CfRNe(Coalitione
issueseandesobfuscatestheesdebate,thespoliticianseofenearlys200€orsRainforestsNations)smustehavesbeensasshardstoeresistease
countriesehavesgoneewithetheescientiesiceconsensus.sThisewase theyewereelegion.eTosgetesomethingetheyeallewanted,severyonee
bysnoesmeanseasdonesdeal.eFar-rightepartieseacrosssEurope,» hadstoecomeeaway-withoutessomethingstheyswanted.
worryinglyssuccessfuleatsthespollserecentlysinsthesUKeandsine
France,smay-differsoneotherepointseofepolicysbuteare-universallyEasilyspleasede
locatedeinethesclimatesscepticsecamp.sIneBritain,sUKIPshasesmadistestill,sthesmediashooplassayssmoreeaboutsthesglobale
thisescepticismeabundantlyeplaine(oreyousmightecallsitecantings backgroundemoodsofegloomeandspessimismsthaneitedoeseaboute
ignorance),swhilesMarinesLesPenshasedonesthessamecineFrancenyegenuinesprogresseateParis.sPeopleswhoearesaccustomedetoe
andeDonaldsTrump,sthesmanscausingeasRepublicanemeltdowne expectingenothingeareseasilyspleasedsbysanything.eThiseisshowe
inethesUS, eiseunsurprisinglysofeaesimilareview.sClearlystheres  itswaseaftersKyotoetoo.sBackethen,¢ine1997,sitswaseonlysa-fews
isssomethingeinstheeright-wingepoliticaleagendasthateiseanti- richecountries,snotealleofsthem.sTheyedidenoteofferstoedoemuch,e
science,sandepresumablystheesupporterseofsthesespartieseares andswhatetheysdideofferstoedostheyssubsequentlysmostly-failede
anti-sciencesclimateescepticsetoo,eoreateleastenoteuncomfortablge+do,sorepulledeouteofsthesagreementslikeeCanadacandsthesUS,*
withetheeoutlook.e orerefusedelikeeChinastoesigneupeinetheseirsteplace.sButeyou’ds

TheepoliticianseineParisewerestherefore,sknowingly,sgoinge  nevershaveegotsthatsimpressionsfromethesway-thesnewsemediae
againsteaslargestrancheeofepubliceopinion.sWeedon'teoftenshavewvasebiggingeupsthesstory.Asstheyetoldsit,sKyotoswaseashistorice
causestoepraisesanyescapitalistepoliticiansinsthesespages,sbute  event,easwatershedsmoment,saslandmarksagreement.sAsfewe
toeseesthememakeecommonecausesforeonce,sandeatethesriskeofspoliticiansshadegotstogethersandsnoddedeinethesrighteplacese
votes,sisessomethingetoesbesacknowledged. overepiousestatementsenonesofsthemeneeded,soreintended,*to*

*Notetoebesunderestimatedstooewerestheeobstaclesstosa sticksto,eandsthesmediaswentecrazy-withedelight.
settlement,sevenegiveneasuniversalswillstosagree.sThesCOP21e  SoeanyonectemptedetoscriticisesPariseaseasboxsofeemptye
talksedidenot,saseonesmightesuppose,sinvolveejuststhesforeigne promiseseneedsstoeputeitsinecontext.sIt’sebettersthansRioeore

There-was-a-good-deal-of-optimism-doing-the-media- islandersewhilesIndiashadsonesdelegatesforeeveryssevenemillions

ministerseofeeachecountry,sbutesomethingeover«38,000¢ Kyoto.eIt'sedecinitelysbettersthansthesCopenhagenedisaster.cAte
delegateserepresentingeNGOs, charities,suniversitieseands leasteitsshowsewilling.eBut,slet’ssfaceeit,sthat’sestillenotemuch.e
corporationsetoo.sThesweightededelegationsselectioneprocedureT hesagreedsaimstockeepeglobalswarmingsbelowe2°Ceisealready
meantethatesomestinyscountriessweresdisproportionatelys tooelatesandstheeadditionaleaspirationetostrystoekeepeitebelowe

represented,esoethateTuvalushadeonesdelegatesforeeverys253 1.5°Celooksepositivelysfanciful,srequiringeinetheswordseofeones
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climateescientiste‘astruesworlderevolution’stoestandeanyschances NeweScientispointedsoutethatetheresisesucheasthingeasebeinge
ofesuccesseweScientist12¢sDecember).sThereshassbeenezerostooecheap,*andsthateiferenewablessfollowstheirspresentepatheofe
progresseoneadoptingeasuniversalscarbonetax,ewidelyeseenease becomingerapidlyescheapers(sinces2009-windsenergyscostsehavee
theeonlyswayeofebringingeenvironmentale‘externalities’sintoethes droppedsby+60+percenteandessolarsby+80-percent),stheysmaye
balanceesheeteor,eineplainewords,forcingspollutersestoecoughe  noelongereyieldeaspro itrandsthereforesstartetochaemorrhages
upetheecosteofepolluting.sNostargetseareespeci ied,*becauses  investment.sMeanwhilesifefossilefueledemandefalls,spricesswille
concretesimposedstargetsearesthoughtetosbeswhatesanksthes  fallstoo,sleadingsparadoxicallystosassurgesineboth.s\We'resseeinge
Copenhagenetalks.sInsteadecountriesedeclarestheireownstargetsgomethingelikesthiseatethesmoment,swhereswesaressupposedly
calledeindividualenationallysdeterminedscontributionse(INDCs).* runningeouteofeeasily-extractableeoilsyetstheepricesofeoilshase
Howeverenoneeofsthiselegallysbindings(howecouldsitsbe?)eande collapsed.s
theresaresnoespenaltieseforsfailingstockeepetosthesINDCs. Anti-frackingeadvocatesearessimilarlysdeludedesintosthinkinge

*Worldwide,fossilsfuelsestilleproducesaround=80spercenteofe theirecampaigneisesucceedingeinsthesUKeswhilestheetruthsise
theeenergy,swhilesrenewableseaccountsforearoundelepercent.e thatecheapeoilsisskeepingeinvestmenteaway-fromealternatives
Theeproblemeisenotsjusteweaningethesworldsoffstheeoneeande  technologies.
ontostheeother,whichepartlysdependseonebettersenergyestorage eIt'seenoughstosgivesanyoneeasheadache,sbutsthiseissthee
technologysandeeconomyeofescale,«it'sealsosaboutsthespracticalweirdlysunpredictablesrollercoastersofscapitalistesupplysands
obligationesofemanagingetoemaintainstradingeequilibriumeineas  demand,sagainstewhichenosgovernmenteorepolicysstatemente

volatileemarketswithinstheeexistingsfossilsfuelseconomy. haseanysdefence.AndethischeadachesshouldesurelysgivesDavide
*Thus,swheneoilsandsgasepricesscrashedelasteyear,scountriess Attenborougheandeothersepausestoeconsidersthatsthesmarkete
includingsthesUKefoundethemselvesesubsidisingsthesfossile reallysdoesn’tework,sateleastenoteforethespurposeseofeoure

fuelesindustriesstosthestunesofearound+£500¢billion,saroundesixs collectivechumanebene it,sandsthateanysproposedesolutions
timesetheireinvestmentseinerenewables,swhilessimultaneouslys whichsinvolvesethesmarketsiseultimatelyegoingstosbesfatallye
cuttingebackeevensfurthereonsthosesrenewablesinvestments.e underminedsbysthesoperationssofethatesamesmarket.e
Eveneassthesworld'sedelegateseweresheadingsforeParis,smany-ofe sWhateisebeingeplayedeouteatsthesmomenteiseasglobale Tragedye
theiregovernmentsewereeinsfulle lightesinethesoppositesdirection.s ofstheeCommons,sandeParisewassthesmomentswheresalls
Turkey,sforeexample,sisebuildingemorescoalspowerestationse countrieseof iciallysrecognisedeit.sButethise Tragedysisenotebeinge
thaneanysother OECDecountrysandscouldedoublesitsecarbone  causedsbyspeoplescommonlysowningsthesplaneteandecommonlye

emissionseinstheenexte15¢yeargs(iardian12sNovember). ruiningeit,sbutebyeprivateswealtheownerseactingeinstheireowne
interesteandeagainstealleotherscompetingeinterests,sthesverys
Logiceofecapitalism principlesuponswhichecapitalismeisebuiltsandewhicheitecanenevere
Insane?+<No,¢it'selogical,*ateleastewithinsthescircularelogiceofe  overcome.
capitalism.sAndethat’sejustethestrouble.sPeoplesdon’tereallys *AsethesCOP21stalksewerestakingeplaceeineParis,shugescrowdse
understandehowecapitalismeworks.sAteweScientiserticles assembledesinstheestreetsstosfocusetheeattentionsofethesdelegatess
recentlyscitedeasean.examplesofeunrealisticeoptimismeas onsthestaskeatehand.sSome-ofstheireplacardsereade'Systeme

statementebye<biologisteDavidsAttenborough,stostheseffectsthate change,snoteclimateschange’.
‘Onesthingewouldehalteclimateschanges—sifecleansenergysbecameeTheysaresmoresrightsthanstheysknow.
cheapersthanecoal,sgaseoreoil’«(1sDecember).*Quitescorrectly,s PJS
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turnedeitselfeintocasbankemergedswithethesBankeofe
ScotlandetosformeHBOS.«In*Octobers2008.HBOSefailedeandsoferapidegrowth,saimingstosmakesasreturnsonsitsecapitalsofe
wasemergedewitheLloydseBankeinewhichsthesgovernmentstooks 20percent.eThiseinvolvedsincreasingsitselendingebutetosdoe

I n+2001-thesformereHalifaxsbuildingesocietyswhichehade

asmajoreshare.sThesBankeofsEnglandsandsthesnewsFinanciale
ConducteAuthorityshavesnoweissuedeas400-pagesreporteone
TheeFailuresofsHBOS*PLC+(HBOS)
essThesReportesaysethattHBOSemadessomeeunwiseelendinge
decisions,sinvestingedisproportionallysinecommerciale
propertysandestakeseinesbusinessese(hindsighteisesucheae
bene it).sEvenscurrencyscranksewhosthinksthatebanksehaves
thespowerstoeconjuresupsthesmoneystheyslendsoutsofethine
aireconcedecthateasbankecanegeteintostroublesbysmakingsbade
loans.sWhatetheyscannoteaccepteisethateasbankecanealsoefaile
throughenotebeingeablestoesecuresthesfundingebehindsitse
loans.eSomescurrencyecrankse(thoseswhosthinksthateforeas
depositeofe£100+asbankecanslendsmanystimessthatcamount)e
accept,siteisetrue,sthateifedepositsefallsasbankehasetoscutsitse
lending,sbutenotsthateeverysloanshasetosbesfunded.sThee
Report,showever,stakeseiteforegrantedsthatethiseshasstosbesthee
case.sIn¢hissForewordsAndrewesBailey,eonesofsthesBankeofe
England’seDeputysGovernors,ssayssthatsthesReporteise‘thee
storyeofeancinstitutionsthatebecameesunsustainablesthroughe

HBOS:

the horse
that
bolted

Accessing ‘wholesale linancial markets’ e
Aftersthesmerger,sthesReportesays,*HBOSepursuedeaspolicys

thiseitshadealsoetosincreaseritsefunding.sBanksshavestwoe
mainesourceseofefunding:ewhateisedepositedswithethems
(instheejargone‘retail’sborrowing)eandsthesmoneysmarkete
(‘wholesale’sborrowing).sDepositssfromecustomerseares
consideredesafersbutstheyecannotebesincreasedeatewill,ife
onlysbecausesofscompetitionsforsthemefromeothersbankseande
fromebuildingesocieties.slteiseeasierstochavesrecoursestosthee
moneyemarket,i.e.eborrowingesfromeotherebankseande inanciale
institutions.eThiseiseconsideredemoreeriskysbecausesthes
interesteratesiselessepredictables—eifethisegoeseupeitessqueezese
thesmarginebetweenethesratesasbanksborrowseateandsthesrates
atewhicheiterelendse—eandesineas inancialecrisisecanedrysup.

ese TOotrystoegrowsmoreeinepursuiteofegreaterspro its,"HBOS+had*
increasingerecoursestosthesmoneysmarket:
ess‘Theerapideexpansionsofeitsebalancessheeteplacedspressures
on*HBOS'seabilitystoefundsitself.eHBOS'seretailsfundinge
struggledstockeepepaceswithesthesGroup’sslendingegrowth,e
withecustomeredepositsegrowingeateansaveragesannualerates
ofs5%easyearsduringethesReviewsPeriod,c.comparedswithe

itsepooreriskemanagement,sinerespecteofsthescrediterisksonsthes a.customersloansgrowtheratesofe10%.sAssasresult,sHBOSe

assetsesidecofeitsebalancessheahe-onesthesliabilitiesesidesine

increasinglysaccessedswholesales inancialemarketseaseas

respecteofethesvulnerabilitysofsitsefunding.eThese+are,*ofecourse,sourcesofefunding,sraisingeitsswholesalesborrowingsfrome

thesfundamentalebuildingsblockseofsbankim@mphasise

added).
eseThoseerunningeasbankehavestoeensuresbothethatsthesloanse
theysmakeswillbesrepaidendsthatethessourcesofsfundinge
forstheseesisesecure.sAseessentiallys inancialsintermediaries,*

£187¢<billioneatethesendsofs2004+t0*£282+billioneateend-2007.
essBankerseandetheireregulatorseusesaseasmeasuresofeasbank’se
dependencesonsthesmoneysmarketethes‘loan-to-depositeratio’
(whichesomeecurrencyscranksemisunderstandeaseasmeasuree
ofehowemucheasbankecanslendswithoutehavingetoscoversitewithe

banksegetstheirsincomesfromeborrowingemoneye-ateonesratesofe funding,swhereaseitsissactuallysasmeasure-ofewhateproportione

interesteandere-lendingeiteateashighererate.
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ofeloansearescoveredsby+‘wholesales inancialemarkets’sovers
andeaboveswhateisecoveredsbyscustomeredeposits).sThee
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Reportesaysethateby*2008°HBOS'ssloan-to-depositeratiochade
reachedes192<percent;sineotherswords,sitswaselendingsnearlys
twiceeasemucheassitsedeposits,sthesrestecomingsfrome‘wholesali
einancialemarkets’.eThis,sthe*Reportenotes,swasesecondsonlysto
thateofeNortherneRock.
ess\\Vhenetheseinancialecrashecamesandsthesmoneysmarketsfroze
HBOS,likeeNortherneRock,scouldn’tereneweitseborrowingsfrome
itrexcepteatsimpossiblyshigherateseandssoscouldn’terenewsthes
coveragesforealleitseloans,swithetheeresult,sthesReporterecords,
that:
ese'ByethesendeofeSeptembers2008,sHBOSewasenolongereable
meeteitseneedsefromstheswholesalesmarketeandswassfacingeae
withdrawaleofscustomeredeposits.’
eseYeteanothersexamplesofehowsthesReport,swrittenebyepractical |
bankers,stakeseforegrantedsthateashanke'needs’stoshavesfundingBank of England Deputy Governor Andrew Bailey
foreitseloans.sNosnonsensesheresabouteasbankebeingeablestoe . .
conjuresmoneyetoelendeouteofethineairesince,sofecourse,sifeite share-of-ngmmal-gross-domestlc-product-(GDP)-to-around-
could -why-wouqut-need-to-go-the-money-market-to-try-to-gelloA’ -Coneidencesin-thesfuturesprospects-of-theseconomys
fundlng?-On-l-October-HBOS-was-balIed-out-by-the-Bank-of-WaS're'leCtedqn°b0th *banksand-non-bank-equity-prices,-
England. wh|ch-rqseosteaq|.Iy-from-the-start-of-2003~unt|I-2007.~As-
thesbenigneconditionsepersistedsforslongersandslonger,smanye
perceivedsthateasneweparadigmeofeeconomicestabilityshadsbeene
established.
essOnecofethesmanyewhoe‘perceived’sthis,sinsfacteshoutedeite
frometheerooftops,ewaseofecoursesGordonsBrownswho,sase
Chancellor,sproclaimedsthesendsofsthesboom/slumpescycle.sHes

—eassumingethateitewillecontinue.sInshiseForewordeBankeofe dedeHBOS sechief Ve o Crosbi
EnglandsDeputysGovernorsAndrewsBaileyswritessthats'boths ~ VEN*recommendeds sechiefeexecutive,sJames-Crosbie,s
foreacknighthood.sWhenstheecrashesinallyscame,sandsexposeds

theestrategyeandeoperationeofeHBOS,sandeitsesupervisionsbyst Q | daveKingsC h dethateh d
FSA , ewerescreatureseofsthestime’sandsthatewhatehappenedstooke meassa q s;tter ?}y Ing Ianute who |mag||r(1e d, thath ZCOU
places‘againstesthesbackdropeofealmosteuninterruptedsgrowthe command-howsthe-capitalist-economy-worked,she<ha

overeaslongeperiodeandsthesrapidedevelopmenteofssinanciale be;orge-Prémﬁ-Mlnlgfer. thate'thescriticismeinstheeR toi
markets’sThesReporteelaborates: ndreweBaileyswritesethate‘thescriticismeinsthesReporteis

se«'HalifaxeandsBanke-ofeScotlandsmergedsduringsasperiodsofe not-that-manag_ement_’f?iled-_t o-predict-th?t-Fhere-wpu_Id-be-
heightenedecorporatesactivity,sinsthesmiddlesofsaneeconomice a-global-inancial-crisis -but-m-ef_fect-that s-|t-_whai1t-|t-|s.-l—|_ow-
cyclesthatehadsbeguneinetheeearlys1990s.sUKsdomestice elseoqoes-ht_e-egpect-a-cqmm_erC|al-bank,-whlch-ls-a-pro-lt-
economicegrowthehadsbeensrelativelyssteadyssincesthes seeking-capitalist-enterprise-like-any-other,-engaged-in-as
recessioneofsthesearly=1990s, sresultingsinsansextraordinarilys Paricular-business-activity,-toshave-acted-in-conditions-that-
long=periods(around=60squarters)sofscontinuoussexpansion.» Vere*benign’sforspro-it-making?-To-have-held-back-and-let:
Thesgrowtheinsthessinancialeservicesesectorewassmoresthans |ts-competltors-gather-morg-of-the-hay-whllt_e-the-sun-shone?-
twiceeas-fasteasetheseconomyeaseaswhole,caveraging-6%spere He-must-have-mo[e-experlencg-of-how-caplta!|sm-wor!<s-
annum-in-the-decade-preceding-the-crisis,-and-increasing-its-than'to'pe°that'na.“ve'°HBos'd'd'nm'become' unsustainable-

througheitsepooreriskemanagement’sbutebecausesthesboome
I _ i ended.sIfethesboomehadn’tsended*HBOS
HBOS Headquarters i\ wouldehaveesurvivedeandenoedoubtemores
' ' knighthoodsewouldshavesbeen<handede
out.
essTheestoryeofethesrisesandefallecofeHBOSe
iseaeparticularecasesofshoweallecapitaliste
sirmsebehaveswhenesfacedswitheprosit-
makingeprospectsetheye'perceive’~aree
goingetoscontinue.sTheyegosforeitebute
havestoefacesthesconsequencesswhen,
aseacresulteofethescollectivesactivitys
ofeallsthescompetingeeirmseinvolved,s
theseeconditionsecomestosansendedues
toeoverproductione(or,sinecasesofebanks,e
overlending).sIt'sshappenedsmanystimese
beforesunderscapitalismeandesiseasregulare
featureeofsthessystem.sItewillshappene
again,seveneinstheesieldeofsbankinge
despitestheeregulationsenowsbeingeputeine
placesafterstheshorseshasebolted.
ADAM<BUICK

Theeneweparadigmethatewasn’t
ThestopemanagementeofeHBOSemayswellshavestakensmores
riskssthanemosteofsitserivalsebuteatsthestimestheyswereeactinge
aseproeit-seeking,scapitalisteenterprisesealwaysedosineasbhoome
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Godeandethes
pricesofecopper

A socialist in Zambia explainsvh@oliecians and
governments in countries like Zambia that export @
basic commodity are at the mercy of world market;

haracterisedeby-fallingscoppereprices,sthesdepreciatinge
wacha,sandselectricitysblackouts.sPriceseofeessentiale

commoditiesshavesshoteupeduestosthesdepreciationsofethes Rt e ] . )
kwacha.-Sensing-danger,-President~Edgar-Lungu-of-the-ruIing-She'eXp|a'”e_d'that'the'reaSO”S'Why‘Zamb'afwas'fac'”g‘soc'a|'
PFedespatchedshisedeputyssecretary-generalsMrssMumbisPhiris2Nd*€conomiceproblemsswas-because-of+falling-copper-exporte
tosthesZNBC,swheresshesgavesansassessmentsofsthessignisicarRgees*to*Chinas—the-largestepurchasersofsZambia’sscopper
ofstheseconomiceproblemssfacingsthescountry. export_s.-She-went-_on-t_o-assure-_l|_steners-that-the-reason-why-

Theeradio-interviewstooksplacesons14+Septembereandsthee Zambla-was-_experlenc_lng-electnC|ty-bIackouts-was-due_-to-low-
publicsweresinvitedstosaskshersquestionssthroughsphonescalls.- Waterslevels-insthesKaribasNorth+Bankshydro-powersstations
occasionedebyspoorerainfall.eThesdepreciationsofetheskwacha,
sheesaid,stookeeffecteaftersthesdeathsofsPresidenteSatasine
Septembers2014+andswassduestoereasonseothersthansthesfalleine
coppereprices.e

However,ethesKaribasNortheBankehydro-powersstationswase
initiallyedesignedetoegeneratespowersforeupetosthreesyearse
regardlesseofepoorerainfallereceivedeinsthespreviouseyears.Ate
theeinceptioneine1976-thespowerestationshadsfoursturbiness
witheaecapacity-toegenerates600sMW-eofepowers(150sMWe
each).sDuringe2011ethesturbinesswereeupgradedstoe180sMW+
each,ebringingethestotaletos720sMW.sFurthersexpansioneofsthee
facilitysinitiatedethroughethesKaribasNortheBankesExpansione
Programmeesawstheeadditioneofetwoeturbinessofe180MW-eeach,
bringingethe-totalegeneratingecapacitytos1080sMW.

TheerealereasonswhysthesKaribasNortheBankepowerestatione
iseexperiencingelowswaterslevelseisesbecausesthesturbineseares
beingeoveruseds—theyearesruneatelongershoursethanstheysweres
initiallyedesignedefor.eThateisstoesaysthatetheeengineerseate
ZESCOrhavesbeensoperatingsthesknownepeakeunitsebeyondsthee
normalsthreestosfourshourseasday,sthuseresultingeinsincreaseds
watersusageeandsultimatelyslowswaterslevelseinethesKaribas
dam.

Z:mbia-is-currently-gripped-by-an-economic-crisis,-
c

Fallingecopperspricese
Thescoppersminessconsumesmucheofethespower,swithedomestice
consumerseaccountingeonlysforeassmallsfraction.sPoweresupplye
tosthescopperemineschasebeenscutstos30+percent.sThiseshadeledstoe
productionecostseincreasings40¢to*60+percenteassthespowersdesicite
worsens.
Zambiasiseascapitalistecountrysdependenteonscoppersexportse
fromewhicheitederivese90+percenteofsitserevenues(inetaxeseands
royalties).sTheedropsthatehasenowstakeneplacesinethespricesofe
coppersexportseinsthesinternationalsmarketeshasehadesasgreate
ineluenceeuponepoliticaledevelopmentsstakingeplaceswithine

Molten copper at Mopani Mine in Zambiz
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Zambia.eTheepricesofecoppersoriginatingsfromeinternationals  policiesepursuedsbysanyspoliticalepartysineZambiascansonlys
politicaleandeeconomiceeventseiseinefactsthesmainereasone succeedeinerelationstostheeprevailingecopperepricessonethee
affectingetheshistorysofepoliticseineZambia. internationalemarket,.e.
Duringethe+1980ssthereswaseasletdowneineinelationeine
westerneEuropeethateledstoethesfalleofe' Communism’sineEasternsTurningstosGod
Europe,sandelaterespreadstosAfricaswheressingle-partyepoliticalsInslatesAuguste2014sthereswassassuddenecollapsesofecopperepricese
dictatorshipsswereshastilysreplacedswithemulti-partyspoliticale ~ in°ChinaswhichscaughtsPresidentsLungu-unawares.-Thesforeigne
systems.sWhensthesMMDscamestospowersine1991scopperepriced¥change-ratesrelativestosthesUSA=dollarssunk-tostheslowest-ebb.¢
weresateansall-timeslows—sthesprivatisedscoppersminessfaileds Facing-incessantscriticismsfromsboth-theschurch-and-the+politicals
to-make-anyoimpact-on-the-liberaIised-economy.-Both-WansIeanpOSitionv'PreSident'Lu”gu'found'himse”'helples_s-'_He°turn9d't°'
andsKonkolascoppereminessweresclosedsdownesduestosfallings Go&j-tfolgr;ﬁ|p.-I—t|e-fapfealgd-to-tr:e-gegpIe-olféngtbll;a-lnf-strﬁ_ng-tterms-
coppereprices.sThesChinesesstatescapitalisteinvestorsesaweas S:]ess?the-n?a?or? astrandepray=io=i0d=on cloberior=him=to
chancestoeopensupenewescopperemineseandswentesforthstoeseteupe ‘ . ,
L L PeoplesrespondedstoethesPresident’seappealsandeduly
NFCAeandeChambishiesmelterseineKitwe. . : : . .
. convergedeinstheirerespectivesplaceseofsworshipeandepaide
Ine2008,aftersthesdeatheofsPresidenttMwanawasa,sasbanke .
- . homageeandsreverencestoeGod.eSomeescongregationsereporteds
mortgagescrisisebegancinethesUSAeandslaterespreadstoseverys . : . .
. . . havingeseensasrainbowesenvelopesthesSuneduringsthessaids
parteofetheeworld.sIneZambiascopperspricesetumbledstostheire occasion

lowesteonsthesLondonsCommoditiessExchange.*Peoplesloste .

coneidencerinetheeMMDeandsvotedsforethesPFeundersPresidente Wh_ether God-did answer the prayers that-tookeplace

Satasinsthes2011+presidentialeelections. remalns-t.o-be-s.e.en,-but-lt-ls-certalq-that-the-prayers-of-those-
IteisefairstoepointeoutethesvividsfactethatewhensSatascamestoe peopleswith=political-careers-and-private-property-will-have:

power-in-ZO11-the-banking-crisis;-that-had-struck-the-USA-andp een-duly-answered.-But-for-the-workers,-peasants-and-

westermnesEuropeswas-onstheswane.Chinaswasscatchingeupswi ths.tudents-the-prayers-seem-to-have-made-them-less-emotlonally-

theeUSAcinstermseofsinternationaletradesandsinvestment.sThuse and Sp'”tu"’.‘"y bewildered. .
o . Thesfacteisethatsthecskwachashasekepteonedepreciatingeande
Satasthoughteheshadefoundeastrustedepoliticalsandseconomice . . .
. . electricitysblackoutseremaineunresolved.sAndethespricesofe
partnereineeconomicedevelopment.

The-socuad-changesqn|t|ated-by-Sata-were-mostly-carrled-outqOpper remamgd depressgd. . .
. . - Ineourescientisiceprognosiseofscapitalisme—ewesinsthes\WSMe
bysChinesesstate-controlledecompanies.sThespricesofecoppers : . .
o . ; aresofethesviewsthatetheeeconomicefactoreplayseasmajoreroles
waserisingeonethesexportemarkete—sthiseledsSatastoerevisestaxe . L - . 3 ;
. ; . o ._inedeterminingepolitical,sintellectualeandereligiousswhimseofe
incentiveseofecoppersminingecompanieseine2013.sHowever,sthise ~ . .
. . . .~ aegivenesociety.sOuremessagertosthesworkers,speasantseandes
increasingeofstheesmineraleroyaltystaxeseuponethescoppersminese . . : . S
. ' studentseineZambiasremainsethessame:scapitalismecannoteoffere
hadeasdeleteriouseeffecteuponethesoperationseofsthescoppere : . s L
. L aspermanentesolutionetoesocial,spoliticalsandseconomicscrises.
mines,eresultingeinejobelosses.

; . . Votingeforeanothersseteoferecycledspoliticianseintosparliamente
Theseconomiceslowdownethatehasesincestakeneplacesinethee . : o - o
. . . isenoteassolution.eThesworkersemusteutilisestheslimitedepoliticale
Chineseseconomyehasecontributedeinstotalstosthescollapse . .
. ? . T freedomegranted-sitethroughestheemediumeofsthesvotestoevotes
ofecopperepriceseineZambiastodaysandsthusethesdiminishinge L o .
o L capitalismeouteofsthesworld.sVotesforesocialisme—stheealternatives
proeitabilitysofecopperesmining.

Thesfacteisethatstheesignisicancesofesocialsandeeconomice to-capitalism.
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Does complexity rule out meaningful democracy?

en socialists speak of democracy we mean

Womething very different from the concept the

mainstream media provides. Instead of giving
you permission to vote for some toff or careerist to serve
and deline your political interests (improbably) for live
years we insist that any meaning democracy must entail the
involvement of the community at every level in political/
economic decision making.

When confronted by this delinition of democracy our rulers
and their media are incredulous and produce a torrent of
reasons why this is impractical at best and political madness
at worst. Most of the objections are ideological and do not
deserve any serious consideration but there is one that has to
be discussed: Does our technological culture depend almost
entirely on the expertise of a minority of specialists whose
knowledge cannot be easily understood by the ‘layman’ and is
therefore inaccessible to democratic debate and decision? Are
these ‘technocrats’ the only ones with the talent and ability to
make decisions concerning, for instance, scientilic research
and technological application?

Whatehappensetodaye

Before we attempt to answer this let us consider how such
decisions are made in the present economic system. Science and
technology are usually linanced in two ways within capitalism —
either via the state (universities and the military) or through so
called ‘private’ investment by big business. These two approaches
are motivated essentially by the same desired end — to enhance
the wealth and power of the capitalist class. Any benelit enjoyed
by the wider community is merely a by-product of this economic
dynamic. Over the years within many industries scandals have
been exposed as a result of the contradiction between the
economic imperatives of prolit and the integrity of scientilic
research. Scientists are human and as such are subjected to the
same cultural and political pressures as the rest of us. When
science is subverted by economic and political interests then
disaster is always a possibility.

Although the owners of the capital that is invested in these
industries do take some notice of their tame ‘technocrats’
they listen much more attentively to their accountants. When
couched in such phrases as ‘cost benelit’ in terms of the

16

expected return on investment it sounds almost rational — if
we are prepared to tolerate the obfuscation and inevitable
dangers this entails. The point being, in terms of this debate,
that it's not primarily the ‘experts’ who make decisions
about research and technological application but investment
advisors (motivated solely by the need to enhance their
clients’ investment portfolios).

Politicians share this perspective when deciding how
their masters’ tax dollars are to be spent in terms of state
investment in science and technology. In other words, in this
respect, the technological experts have no political power
at all. It would seem that this particular criticism of socialist
democracy is specious since whenever the experts’ advice
conllicts with economic expectations they are side-lined or
ignored completely.

Howeitecouldebe

Would socialism represent an improvement in the rational
application of science and technology to production for need
instead of pro!it?

The decision of the allocation of resources within socialism
would have three stages: Dissemination of information, debate
and vote.

The lirst part would rely on the expertise and talent of
those involved within the relevant industries, in this case
scientists and technologists. Because of the absence of
political pressures they would be free to articulate candidly
about the benelits and risks of developing certain productive
technologies. There would have to be an element of trust in
taking this advice but as in criminal trials this will be balanced
by experts who take a different perspective.

A debate by the wider community would then take place
using this information and evaluating possible contrasting
opinions. Again, as in present day trials, the community will
be asked which course to take based on their assessment of
which evidence they !ind the most compelling. As is the case
now mistakes will be made but at least they will be the result
of honest error rather than Machiavellian political intrigue
and corruption which is so ubiquitous today. Within this
political culture scientists (and their spokesmen/women) will
not exhibit the sometimes arrogant and elitist attitudes they
do today — after all their future and that of their children will
depend on the decisions made. Being a scientist will mean
incorporating the ability to communicate about their work
with others (as indeed some of the greatest scientists do
presently).

Undoubtedly the level of education, both political and
general, would be much higher within socialism — we do not
concur with the elitist position that only a minority of the
community will ever have the intelligence to make these
important decisions. Again, if we live in some kind of elitist
meritocracy (as the propaganda would have us believe) then
the obvious political and scientilic disasters that decorate
capitalism’s history would imply the failure of this illusory
bourgeois approach to ‘democracy’.

We maintain that no meaningful democracy is possible
until the decisions concerning the production of the means
of life are taken under the democratic control of the whole
community. That this is a possibility will make the motivation
for democratic activity so much more exciting — in contrast
to the obvious impotent and cynical gatherings which parish,
county, regional and national councils/governments now
represent. Production for prolit is the antithesis to democracy
because it can only ever work in the interests of the parasitic
minority. Demaocracy is still a concept that waits patiently in
the wings of history’s theatre, ready for the consciousness that
will linally bring it to centre stage.sWEZ
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A look at cases of people being killed or injured because of their work, and at why such things happen

verstheslastetwoedecadeseateleastetwentysthousande
O sugar-caneecutterseineCentralsAmericashavesdiedeofe

kidneyesfailure,scausedsby-dehydration,sheateexposuree
andephysicalsstressiewesInternationalistsNovembere2015).»
Thiseisenotethesusualskindsofeindustriale‘accident’,sbuteitewase
clearlystheirsworksthatewaseresponsiblesforsthesespeople’se
deaths.
eee Asmoreecommonekindeoferkplaceedeatheiseexempli iede
bysthescasesofsCameroneMinshull,»a+16-year-oldsapprentices
killedeateasfactorysineBury+ine2013.«Cameron,swhosearneds
juste£3eanshour,swasedraggedsintosaslathesandediedsofsheade
injuries.sThereswasenossafetyeregimeeatsthescompany;e
youngeworkerseweresuntrainedsandeunsupervised,esande
hadetoscleanstheelathesewhilestheyswereestillsrunning.eThes
irm’'seownerswasesentencedetoseightemonthseineprison,sthee
companyeadmittedscorporateemanslaughtersandswase ined,*
andesthesrecruitmenteagencys(whichehadebeenepaidsbysthee
governmentsforeplacingeCameroneatsthee irm)swasealsos
ined.sHisemotherssaid,*‘Hesshouldeneverehavesdiedsforedoinge
theerightething,sforegoingetosworkstoeearneaslivingeandstosbes
trainedstocbecomeraneengineer.’
eee|ne2014—5eactotaleofe142sworkersewereefatallysinjuredeine
GreateBritain;sthisswaselowersthansthesaveragesforetheslaste
ivesyearsebuteslightlyshighersthansthes iguresfore2013—4.¢Ine
additione102+'memberseofethespublic’swereekilledeinework-
connectedeincidentseine2014—-5¢(excludingerailesuicides).»

injuriesehasebeenereducedessince*1974,sbutemuchelessethane
ineothereindustries.sIn°2013—-4,stheresweres27+workplacee
deathseamongeagriculturaleworkers,sthesmostefrequente
ofewhicheinvolvedsbeingestruckebysasmovingevehicle;sine
addition,sfoursmemberseofethespubliceweresfatallyeinjured.s
Furthermore,sabouteninetysdeathseasyeareamongsthoseswhoe
workeoreworkedeineagricultureearee-attributedstoeoccupationale
carcinogens.sNon-fatalsincidentsearescommonetoo,ewithe292¢
majoreinjuriesetoeagriculturaleemployeeseine2013—4e(thise
iguresexcludesstheeself-employed,swhosmakesupeaboutehalfe
theeagriculturaleworkforce,sandeitesisegenerallyeacceptedethate
theresiseashighelevelsofeunderreportingeofenon-fatalsinjuries).e
ess[neconstruction,stheresweres35¢fataleinjuriessine2014-5,«
almostehalfeofsthemecausedsby-fallsefromeheights.sThe«fatalitye
ratespereemployeeswase3.5¢timessthesaverageacrossealls
industries,sthoughefarslessesthansthateineagriculture.sAndesine
anyeyear,earound«69,000+constructionsworkersesuffersfromeane
illnessstheybelieveswasecausedsoremadesworsesbystheireworke
(arounde40epercenteofsthesesaresnewsconditionsestarteds
duringethateyear).e

ese|nethesUS, sworkplacesdeathsearesmuchehigher,swithe4,679¢
fataleworkeinjurieseine2014,stheshigheste igureesince*2008.¢
Deathseinsthesoilsandsgaseindustriesehavesrisensdramatically,
buteconstructionsremainsethesmostedangerouseindustry,swithe
onesworkeredeatheine ivesoccurringethere.ThesOccupationale
Safetys&eHealtheAdministratione(OSHA)semphasizess

eseThesHealtheandsSafetysExecutives(HSE)* makessmucheofsthethat,esinceritsecreation«ine1971,sworkplacesdeathsshaves

factethat,esincesthecintroductioneofstheeHealtheandeSafetyeate
WorkeActeine1974,«fataleinjuriesetocemployeeschave-fallensbye
86¢percenteandereportedenon-fataleinjuriesebys77+percent..
Onetheeothershand,edeathsefromeasbestos-relatedediseasese
increasedebyeasfactoreofetensbetween«1974+and«2012,°
largelysbecausecofsexposurestocashestosepriorsto*1980.°Soe*
iteisenotepurelysaemattereofebeingekilledsoreinjuredewhile-ate
work;edeathseandeinjuriesearisingsfromeworkemustealsosbes
considereds(as-thesexamplesofethescane-cutterseshows).e
essAgricultures(includingeforestrysande ishing)eisstheesmoste
dangerouseindustryssectoreineGretasBritain,eaccordingetos
thesHSE.=Onlysonesworkereineashundredeissineagriculture,e
buteoneefatalsinjuryeine iveeoccursethere.sTheesnumbereofefatale
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beenereducedsfrome38easdaystoetwelve,sbutsthiseisestillsane
astonishingly=highe igures(oversthirtystimessthateinsthesUK,e
witheaepopulationsonlye ivestimesstheessize).e
ese|neAprile2013sthesRanasPlazasbuildingsineBangladeshe
collapsed,ekillingswelleoversasthousandspeopleswhosworkeds
inegarmentsfactorieseinsthe<building,smakingeclothesefors
internationalsbrandsesucheaseGapeandsBenetton.-Ateleaste
500¢IndiansworkersehaveediedsineQatarswhilesbuildinge
thesinfrastructuresforesthes2022¢World*Cup.sSadly,similare
examplesecouldsbe-listedsalmostewithouteend.e
eee|Ne2014-5-thereswere«258«caseseofsprosecutionerelatedstoe
healtheandesafetysinsthesconstructionsindustry,s243sofewhiche
resultedeineasguiltysverdicteforeateleasteonecoffence;e
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nearlys£4mewaseleviedeinesines.sThesCorporateeManslaughters workplaceeinjurieseandework-relatedeillnesses.sThes'totale
andsCorporatesHomicidesActeofe2007+expandedspreviouse economicecostetoesociety’s(i.e.stosthescapitalisteclass)-ine2013—
legislationeandsmadevcitepossiblestosconvicteascompanysifsite  4ewase£0.9bn;sacrosseallesindustriessthescostewaseestimatede
couldsbeesshownsthateseniorrmanagementehadecommittedeas  ate£14.3bn.sThiseiseascrucialepoint,sthateworkplacesdeathse
grossebreacheofedutysofscare.sButebyeAprilslasteyearsthereshades andeinjuriessgiveesrisestoecostseforsthesspecisiceemployereande
theewidereemployingeclass,sinstermseofehealthecaresandeloste
proeits.eSafetysregulationseexistepartlystosensuresthatesuche
costsedoenotegeteouteofehand.sAndeenforcementsiseoftensmores
abouteappearingetochavesdonessomethingethansabouteactuallys
performingerigorouseinspections.s
ese|teiseclearsthatemucheworkeisepotentiallysdangerous,esuche
aseanythingeinvolvingechemicals,smachinerysoreworkinge
aboveeground.sButethatedoesenotebyritselfeexplainewhystheree
areesosmanyeinjuries,fataleandeotherwise.sWhiles'accidents’s
costemoney,eregulationseandsenforcementsaresexpensives
too.«Allsimpingesoneprosits,swhichearesthesmainereasonsfore
productioneunderscapitalism.«Companiesewillesaysthat-theye
takeehealtheandesafetysseriously,ebutetheyshaveestostakesproeite
mosteseriouslysofeall.sWescannotesaysthatethereswouldsbesnoe
workplaceedeathseoreinjuriessineasSocialistesociety,sbutewescane
bessuresthatstheesafetyeandswell-beingeofethoseswhoeproducee

The Rana Plaza building aer its collapse theegoodseandsservicesswillsbesparamount.sThereswillsbesnos
shortcuts,*noscheapeandsnastyesolutions,snosforcingepeoples
beensjusteelevensconvictionseforecorporatesmanslaughtere toeworkeineunsafessituations.sProducingeinethesinteresteofsthee

instheseiveeyearsesincesthesActecamercintoelaw.sInethesUS,sthes wholescommunityswillsincludesmakingeproductioneasssafee
OSHArhaseinsoversfortyeyearseachievedesjustetwelvescriminale aseischumanlyspossibles—esomethingethatecapitalismesimplye
convictionseofeerrantecompanies. cannotedeliver.seeseses
essThesHSEe*notesethateine2014-5,sthesequivalenteofs1.7¢ PAULBENNETT
millioneworkingsdaysewereslosteineconstructionsbecausesofe

&‘2! q q M the Moon and other celeseal bodies, is  the Space Froneer Foundason, ‘extends

S i g ' .| notsubjectto nasonal appropriason by our free market values into space.’

- £ & é} & aﬁa claim of sovereignty, by means of use Actually, in the long view of history, it is
H or occupaeon, or by any other means. more likely to be seen as a disaster and a

cooking the books P y any y

This meant only that no state could claim disgrace as extending into space private

B ; territorial rights over parts of space property rights and the produceon
Cap|tal|3m goes INto SPACE put did not rule out corporasons or for proet that caused such havoc on
individuals exercising private property  Earth. There is nothing wrong with
THE DUTCH Marxist, Anton Pannekoek rights over them. making use of the natural resources of
(pictured), once wrote that because The 1979 Moonr@aty did asemptto  the Moon, Mars and asteroids. It's an
the Earth's size was limited so would  prevent this, declaring (Arscle 11) that  excieng prospect and will be an advance

capitalism be, implying that when ‘the Moon and its natural resources in human civilisa=on, but it will
capitalism had extended to the whole of are the common heritage of e only be done rasonally and
the globe it would come to an end. This  mankind’ and banning any in the interest of humanity
conclusion might have been reassuring, state, corporate or private \ if carried out under
but it was never a rigorous argument.  jndividual ownership of condieons where these
The Earth’s size has nothing to do with  them. Since this treaty was resources, together with
the lifespan of capitalism. But, if it had, not signed by the US or by those of the Earth, really
Pannekoek had overlooked the possibilityany other country likely to are ‘the common heritage
of capitalism extending itself beyond the send a mission to the Moon of mankind’.
Earth; surprising since he was a professothis clause was withoutsect. "~ These are condisons which
of astronomy, but he was wrisng in 1942. Now the US has enacted a law Arecle 11 of the Moon Treaty
Fast forward to today and an online  permisng the exercise of private could be adapted to describe:
arscle on 25 November (snyurl.com/  property rights there and beyond. ‘Neither the surface nor the subsurface
ng9csxn) suggests that we too might be |t was passed as a result of lobbying byof the Earth, the Moon or other celeseal
behind the smes when we talk of ‘world’ capitalist corporasons that are already ~ bodies, nor any part thereof, shall be

socialism: inveseng in the possibility of exploieng  the property of any state, internasonal
‘President Barrack Obama today put  the natural resources of the Moon and  intergovernmental or non-governmental

his signature on a law supporeng the  near-Earth asteroids. organizason, nasonal organizason

rights of space miners to extract, use and They were over the moon about it. or non-governmental enety or of any

sell resources from asteroids, the moon, ‘This is the single greatest recognison of natural person.’

Mars and other celes-al bodies.’ property rights in history,” exaggerated Fortunately, Pannekoek was wrong

The US law exploits a loophole in the  Eric Anderson of Planetary Resources. ‘Irbout capitalism having physical limits
1967 Outer Space Treaty which banned the long view of history, enthused Rick since space is so vast that, if he'd been
weapons of mass destrucson (butnot  Tumlinson of Deep Space Industries, ‘it isright, capitalism would poteneally be
other weapons) in space but which also the sort of posisve acson that changes able to last forever.
laid down that ‘outer space, including  civilizason'. It, added Hannah Kerner of
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‘Socialist Opposi'on
to the First World War’

THIS IS the «tle of a display held unel
last month at the Marx Memorial Library,
37A Clerkenwell Green, London EC1, and
organised by them in conjunceon with
‘Workers’ School'. Ir is now moving to
other locasons inside and outside London
une| the end of March next year.

More apt is the subetle ‘An exhibieon on
working class men and women resiseng
the war’ as, perhaps advisedly, there is
liele about the various ‘socialist’ groups of
the era. And much of the farmaeon that

arranged panels. The images selected
are dramaec and well-selected and are
parecularly good at contraseng the
dichotomy between ‘their war’ (senseless
suicide of workers on the orders of their
‘beeers’) and ‘our war’ (self-organised
acevity in the factories and in the streets).
The text concentrates on the events
of Red Clydeside and related themes
(three panels) and on ane-war women

e

-

o
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The Marx Memorial Library

acevists, including Sylvia Pankhurst (eve
is provided about these groups is faulty, Panels). Although there is a necessity to

speciscally about the Brissh Socialist Partydemonstrate that history is not just ‘his

(not to be confused with the Socialist
Party of Great Britain—our opposieon
to the war from day one doesn’t get a
meneon).

The exhibieon is exclusively visual and
is presented on twelve glossy, well-

story’, the emphasis placed on the lacer
might be regarded as rather overegging
the pudding.

Given the origin of the display, there
are surprisingly few references to the
Communist Party and Lenin, which will

come as a relief to many. The organisers,
Mary Davis and Angus Reid, are to be
congratulated on their hard work, which
will be of interest both to socialists and to
members of the general public interested
in the period. Viewers must be warned,
however, not to allow the images of mass
meeengs to cloud their understanding of
the era. Working class resistance to the
First World War was patchy, possible on
a large scale only in areas remote from
the centre of state power (Glasgow) and
oeen dealt with eeects (such as high
rents and low wages) rather than the war
itself. Steeped from birth in nasonalisec
poisons, the Briesh working class were
on the whole enthusiasec supporters of
the war, which makes class-conscious
opposieon to the not-so-Great War, and
indeed all wars, all the rarer and all the
more to be celebrated.e

KAZ

For our party’s opposieon to the war

see our pamphleStrange Meeng:
Socialism and World War Onebtainable
(price £4.50) from: The Socialist Party, 52
Clapham High St, London SW4 7UN.

Strange Meédng: Socialism and World War One

The First World War was one of the bloodiest conlicts in human history. Socialists pointed out at the sme that there were no working
class issues at stake in the war: rather, it was fought as a consequence of rivalry among capitalist powers for markets, trade routes, r

materials and polieco-military inluence. Strange Meeesng contains arecles fromSbeialist Standardetween 1914 and 1918, which

set out our principled opposieon to the war, together with other material giving an overview of the war, its causes and its esects on

working-class lives.

Copiesifrom the Socialist Party, 52
Party of Great Britain’. Available on-li
[ 4 1 51 - »
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Book Reviews

Marxism and the Muslim World.
Maxime Rodinson with a foreword by
Gilbert Achcar. Zed Books. 201855BN
9781783603367

This book is a
colleclon of essays
by the French Marxist
scholar of Islam and
the Middle East,
Maxim Rodinson.
The essays originate
from the 1950s, 60s
and 70s, and so are
showing their age, but
have a certain value
in demonstra'ng
concerns and debates within the le" at
the !'me. They are also a demonstralon
of an independent Marxist thinker’s work
who is worth reading, even to disagree
with.

The central thrust of the essays is the
course of de-colonisalon in the Middle

MARXISM

" GILBERT
ACHCAR

idea that will liberate humanity (indeed,
he maintains that despite its ‘ideological’

indeed, no!ng that things such as face
veils were an accommodal'on of Islam to

proclamalons, Marxist sociology shows usexis!ng prac!ces. He notes, ‘there is no

that there will never be a #nal liberalon
and a con$ict-free harmonious society)

such thing asglomo IslamicusThe history
of the Muslim world is speci#c, it has its

but an opening to scien!#c sociology that own style and colour, it is an incomparable
will allow us to examine society and be%epart of human diversity. He demonstrates

weigh ideologies and their poten!al
e&ects. ‘Every society and every group,
every “class”, even any individual, needs
to #nd an answer to the truly important
ques!ons: what is Man in the Universe?’
It is the series of chosen answers to that
ques!on and the range of choices it
throws up that, for Rodinson, de#nes an
ideology.

Chie$y, he sees nalonalism as the
chief organising feature of society during
the period he was wrilng, althoug he
notes the inherent dangers of limited
nalonalism in an interconnected world.
When he comes to prescrip!ons,
however, as a le"ist, he does suggest
that Marxism needs to appropriate

East from the 1940s onwards. One essay the mobilising idea of nalonalism and

looks back at the twists and turns of the
Communist Par'es as they followed the
instruc!ons of Moscow in the 1930s,
shi"ing and turning on their approach to
nalonalism and nalonal independence
in the Middle East — with an historically
interes!ng note on how this lead to a
generally an!-Israeli orientalon that
prevails among much of the le" to this
day.

As part of this, much of the work is
about an analysis of ideology, which
(refreshingly) Rodinson views in prac!cal
terms. Ideologies for him are about
mobilising and mo!va!ng movements,
and they include a mythological/
utopian element as well as immediate
programmalc implicalons. Signi#cantly,
he objects to the term ‘historical
materialism’ seeing Marx and Engels’
works as, rather, a rejec!on of ‘historical

development in the de-colonising world.
In assessing the similari'es between

how, for examples, Islamic states have
permi%ed lending and borrowing at
interest, with barely a murmur from their
populalons. Indeed, he writes:

‘Hosllity towards much-hated innovators,

Marxism as a mobilising idea, and Islam, | 4

he sees them both as movements to
realise their own image of a just society.
His premise is that ‘we can move away
from the idealist concep!on of religion
as a set of ideas $oa!ng above earthly
reali'es and constantly anima!ng the
spirit and ac!ons of all its followers. We
can assume, on the contrary, that all
religious ideologies, like all ideologies,
have a concrete and real basis in the
constantly compe!ng human groups
who share out the planet between
themselves or form the di&erent strata
of society.’ It would be a useful idea for

many contemporary poli!cians to absorb,

as they con!nue to talk about ‘poisonous

Maxime Rodinson

especially foreign ones, 0"en appear

in the guise of religious misoneism. |
remember a case of a Muslim cemetery
in Beirut during the French Mandate; the
Beirut Muslims invoked religion in their
#erce opposilon to and redevelopment
of the land. Once independence was
achieved, however, the cemetery was
soon disposed of and the plot used

to build a cinema or some such other

ideologies’ and seem to suggest they just building.’

fall from the sky on suscep!ble heads.

idealism’, and this, perhaps, allows him to He notes that there is no constant

escape dogma!sm and the schemalsm

Islamic culture, and the character of the

seen in the French academic Marxism of Middle Eastern region comes from the

the period.
He sees in Marxism not so much an

Thought About Joining

this form to:

For further information about about The Socialist Party of Great Britain, return

The Socialist Party, 52 Clapham High Street, London SW4 7UN

persistence of human civilisalon there,
rather than from any Islamic doctrine,

The Socialist Party?

He notes, that although there is a
consistent core to Islam, it has changed
and adapted throughout the ages, and
there is no reason to suppose that it could
not cope with the state ownership of
the means of produc!on he supported.
This core of Islamic values, includes
precepts over charitable giving and
inheritance that suggests that ul'mately,
as an idea, Islam must support the idea
of private property, and be opposed to
socialism as we understand it; but then,
the resilience of ideas suggests that it
and other religions could, in the end,
mutate to accommodate some version
of themselves surviving in a world with
a socialist majority. Rodinson takes this
an!-idealist viewpoint to the extent that
he states ‘I have 0"en said that, under
present circumstances, purely religious
ideology cannot stand in as a mobilizatory
ideology.

Given the rise of the religious Islamic
par'es in the Middle East, the Muslim
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Brotherhood, Al-Qaeda and its oesprings, creed of ISIS and its brutality, torture,
and of course, Islamic State, has his rape and atrocity is a good idea. Whilst,
analysis been invalidated?

Of course, just as with the Muslim
cemetery Rodinson described, these
movements contain disenct elements
of naeonalism, and ane-colonialism.
Al-Qaeda is directed against American  form of state capitalism taking.
hegemony, just as much as it is against the The important thing that socialists can
ruling elites of the region. take from this book is that opening up

Rodinson has a refreshing approach to movements and ideas to close analysis
imperialism, rejeceng any idea of it as an helps sweep away the distoreons that
abstract self-moevasng force, preferring led to both talk of ‘war of civilisasons’
to look instead to the direct interests and its inverse of denying that ISIS have
and needs of states, classes and strata
who benest from military expansion,
just as he rejects a similar role for any
self-moevasng abstract Islam. Behind all
civilisaeons, ideologies and movements
are people, living daily lives and creasng
their circumstances. The members of ISI
have brains that are pracecally idenecal
to that of every other human being. It is
their circumstances and the way their lives
and minds are created and recreated that
leads them to think that the expressed

to take the role of being at the forefront

Stressed?
Depressed?

v
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}aulda gone to
The Socialist Party

www.worldsocialism.org

Although Tallulah’s relasves have
been largely accepeng of her being
transgender, she risks abuse from
others every sme she leaves the
house. Many black and Asian LGBQT
people, more so than their white
counterparts, face inemidason and
violence from their communie-es, and

T T

any connexion to a ‘true’ Islam. There is
no ‘true’ Islam, there is just the endless

as Rodinson suggests, Islam (and religionyariety of ways humans try to interpret
are not the purely mobilising factor in the their world in order to act in it.
Middle East, it's clear that it has managed The materialist understanding that

changing the way we live will change the

of the nasonalism that he envisaged someideas is liberaeng, and it brings to the

fore the very idea that the resoluson to
the coneicts of the Middle East lies in the
humans behind the ideas *nding a new
way to live. Rodinson was incorrect to
see some sort nasonalism as the answer,
instead we need to look to a genuine
worldwide movement that oeers the
prospect of establishing a genuine global
community through common ownership
of the wealth of the world. He is right in
that this will not end all disagreement
and coneict. What it will do is enable

us to turn any coneicts into democrasc
arguments among equals, instead of
pawns in the service of the owners and
shieers of mobile wealth.

PIK SMEET

Prejudice and Pride

Reggie Yates’ Extreme UK: Gay And Under A¢@RC3

literal interpretaeons of Islam and
Chriseanity which have indoctrinated
people for centuries. Strict forms

of Islam say that people become

gay as a punishment from god for
commi'ng evil, and they deserve to

be killed. And in the documentary, a
Seventh Day Advenest pastor says that

consequently are less open about their joining his church means accepeng

REGGIE YATES has carved out a caredgleneees. Yates suggests that some
taking us on insigh!ul journeys into non-white people feel that they would
niche cultures, like a more chummy have ‘too much to lose, too much to
and relaxed version of Louis Theroux. fear’ if they a#ended Pride events.
His latest documentarRReggie Yates’ The issue isn’t really about ethnicity,
Extreme UK: Gay And Under Asack but about culture and religion.

(BBC3) is part of a series examining ~ Our a"tudes are erst formed by

‘the extreme edge of modern Briesh our upbringing and environment,
masculinity’, also featuring obsessive  rather than our skin colour.

body builders and ane-feminists. In Yates cites lyrics in
this episode, Yates invesegates why some Jamaican
for some people in black and Asian dancehall songs
communiees, being gay or transgender Which normalise

is taboo or considered wrong. These  and trivialise
a"tudes sell persist in the wider homophobia,
community, but seem more prevalent  reinforcing

the belief that
homosexuality
is ‘the white
man’s disease’,
which is wrong
on at least three
levels. These
a"tudes tend to
originate from
tradieonal,

in groups which, ironically, have
themselves experienced prejudice and
discriminason.

Yates meets gay and transgender
people of west African and Pakistani
descent who have experienced more
rejeceon than acceptance from family
members and their peers. Max was
thrown out of the family home when
he came out, while Sahil's mother
said she could accept him if he was a

murderer, but not as a homosexual. REERIID VEIES
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a parecular lifestyle which doesn’t
include homosexuality. Having a
religious outlook tends to go hand-
in-hand with stubbornly secking to
reaceonary views, however brutal. A
god’s job descripeon doesn'’t include
adapeng its principles to et in with
society’s changing a"tudes. The views
in the Bible and Koran reeect the
elites which erst enforced them, so
they’re bound to be out of step
now, despite their conenuing
ineuence.

Prejudice against gay and
transgender people is part
of a mindset which holds
us back from working
together to make a bet#er

world. Even though

society is becoming

more accepeng overall,

we won'’t completely rid

ourselves of prejudice

without confroneng the
insetueons which
create it.

. /.\ MIKE FOSTER
!
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Socialist Standard 50 Years Ago being made in the barrier of superseeon. Organised religion

is on the defensive. Recent discussions about homosexuality,

ﬁfﬁiﬂl\" HOTHOUSE | PRICES P rospe Ct S aboreon and contracepson indicate that sexual a-tudes are

WAGES | EVANS ' PARLIAMENT

freer from taboo.

To embark on a full-scale war this year, the Government could
for 1966

e ol THE SOCIALIST

not rely on crowds outside Buckingham Palace chaneng “we
want war”. The propaganda machine would be required to work
standing on the brink hard in producing @nvincing pseudo reasons for the <ght. The

of 1966 must survey the social poliecians’ watchword in his relasons with the voter

Iﬂﬁﬁ III‘IISIIEBI!{ scene with mixed feelings. It is

depressing that the landscape
should sell be dominated

by the ugly facts of Capitalist society, wit

is caueon. The technical gains of the sixees have
extended man’s control of his environment
and emphasised the contradiceon between

h its the poteneal abundance and actual poverty

inequaliees, exploitason, poverty, violence and ] \ of produceon. These are peripheral gains
neuroses. From another point of view, there is _==+ that help to create a more recepeve
relief that the scarred body of humanity has at - atmosphere for Socialist ideas.

least survived. By itself, survival creates a fresh g ) On the other hand frustrasons sell tend
opportunity to do beer in the future, but it is only % to be diverted into astudes of hate. The

an opportunity. The bieer experience of the past J P Gely, one incidence of racism is ominous. Above all,

guards against undue opemism.

It is a eme of ferment. There is a general will towards a

of the 10% that seady stassec 10% of the populason owns
90% of the wealth, sell forms the background

beeer life. Social consciousness is on the move. Controversy, of class ownership that dominates life. To the modern

frustraeon and discontent abound. There

is one thing that commercial animal, proet sell remains the yardseck of virtue

cannot be done with Capitalism. Capitalism cannot be made t@nd success. Property is his God. The lingo of adverssing and
work in the interests of the whole community. In the context ofthe subtle mechanics of the hard sell is his new theology.
history, Capitalism is a condemned society.

In spite of everything, there is encouragement. With (from editorial,Socialist Standardanuary 1966)
modiscason of the crude assumpeons of

ACTION
REPLAY

Michelle Payne:
harbinger of equality?

MICHELLE PAYNE is the latest female Ann Ferris had won the Irish Grand

jockey to prove that women can compete
on equal terms with men in the saddle.
However the form book evidence

suggests that her Melbourne Cup succesy
on 100-1 outsider Prince of Penzance wil

be a false dawn rather than a harbinger
of gender equality in horseracing.

Men can conenue to expect a near
monopoly of the best opportuniees in all
the main racing nasons, and it’s telling
that Michelle got her moment of glory

aboard a 100-1 shot. If a female jockey is L‘ -l

ever booked to ride a hot favourite in a
£2 million race, than we
could consider whether
equality really has been
achieved.
Meanwhile, it is
sobering to re!ect that
in the 235-year history
of the Epsom Derby;
just two runners have
been ridden by women,
both outsiders. .
There conenues to be %
something exoec about
a woman taking part in
a big race, a depressing

22

Armytage rode two winners at the 1987

woman to win this race in April this year

religion a dent is

Socialist Party Publicasons
state of a"airs given that female jockeys . ..
have been making headlines at intervals M&lesm and DﬂWVlnlsm

for decades. By Anton Pannekoek

In 1993, Julie Krone rode the winner of

the Belmont Stakes, the ¢nal leg of the

US Triple Crown, while over jumps; Gee
Cheltenham Feseval. Three years earlier
Nasonal. Kate Walsh became the third

and has also ¢nished third in the Grand
asonal run at Aintree.
Hayley Turner, Britain’s most successful
#emale lat-racing jockey has reered at
the age of 32, openg for a career change,
in broadcaseng. She has always taken the
view that female jockeys will
be used if they can prove
they are good enough. Her
42 winners in Britain this
year put her 48th in the
jockey’s league table
and is the only woman
in the top 50.
Richard Perham
senior jockey’s tutor
at the Briesh Racing A classic reprint of a text that puts in
School recently said ~ context our origins as an animal species
that some trainers and and also our social nature as a key part
owners ‘were sell living  in the development of society.
in the dark ages’ in their
refusal to employ female To order this or any other publicaeon
jockeys. So it seems. from the list below, complete the order
. KEVIN form on page 8 and send it to the
freepost address.
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Meeengs

The-Socialist-Party-of-Great-Britain/
YOUR MONEY BACK y
The capitalist century,
by a socialist journal. A
running commentary of
one hundred years of
history - as it happened.

Kent and Sussex Regional Branch
Sunday 10 January 2016, 2.00 p.m.
Branch Meesng

The Muggleton Inn. 8 High Street,
Maidstone ME14 1HJ

Two World Wars &
Russian Revolution 2 Brighton

« General Strike

+ The rise of Hitler p.m.

» Spanish Civil War 4 The Ecology and Socialism

- Hiroshima SOCTALIEN Guest Speaker: Brian Morris
The Silicon Chip Venue: The Brighthelm Centre (Pelham

« Pop music Room - First Floor - li! available), North

Road, Brighton BN1 1YD

This collection will revive a jaundiced spirit...
Every home should have one.
THE INDEPENDENT

A refreshing read...inspiring...a gem...
UNDERGROUND FOCUS

Liverpool

Thursday 14 January 2015, 7pm to 9pm,
‘Discussion: Party acevity in Liverpool.
See page 8 details of how to order School Ln, Liverpool L1 3BT (3 mins
walk from Liverpool Central stason).
Socialist Party contact: 0789 0089 399

Declaration of Principles

of the working class will involve the
emancipason of all mankind, without
disenceon of race or sex.

This declarason is the basis of our
organisaeon and, because it is also an
important historical document dasng
from the formaeon of the party in 1904,
its original language has been retained. 5. That this emancipason must be the
work of the working class itself.
Object
The establishment of a system of society 6. That as the machinery of government,
based upon the common ownership including the armed forces of the nason,
and democa!c control of the means exists only to conserve the monopoly
and instruments for producing and by the capitalist class of the wealth
distribu!ng wealth by and in the interest taken from the workers, the working
of the whole community. class must organize consciously and
poliecally for the conquest of the powers
Declara!on of Principles of government, nasonal and local, in
The Socialist Party of Great Britain holds order that this machinery, including
these forces, may be converted from an
1. That society as at present consetuted isinstrument of oppression into the agent
based upon the ownership of the means of emancipason and the overthrow of
of living (i.e. land, factories, railways, etc.)privilege, aristocrasc and plutocrasc.
by the capitalist or master class, and the
consequent enslavement of the working 7. That as all poliecal parees are but
class, by whose labour alone wealth is  the expression of class interests, and
produced. as the interest of the working class is
diametrically opposed to the interests of
2. That in society, therefore, there is an  all seceons of the master class, the party
antagonism of interests, manifeseng itself seeking working class emancipason must
as a class struggle between those who be hosele to every other party.
possess but do not produce and those
who produce but do not possess. 8. The Socialist Party of Great Britain,
therefore, enters the <eld of poliecal
3. That this antagonism can be abolished aceon determined to wage war against
only by the emancipason of the working all other poliecal parees, whether alleged
class from the dominason of the master labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls
class, by the conversion into the common upon the members of the working class
property of society of the means of of this country to muster under its banner
produceon and distribueon, and their to the end that a speedy terminason may
democrasc control by the whole people. be wrought to the system which deprives
them of the fruits of their labour, and
4. That as in the order of social evolueon that poverty may give place to comfort,
the working class is the last class to privilege to equality, and slavery to
achieve its freedom, the emancipason freedom.
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For full details of all our meeengs and events see Meetup site: h"p://www.meetup.com/

West London

Tuesday 19 January 8pm

IS INEQUALITY BAD FORYOU?
Speaker: Vincent Jones

Commi"ee Room, Chiswick Town Hall.
Heatheeld Terrace, London W4 4JN

Wednesday 13 January 2016, 7.30 — 9.30London Economics Deba!ng Society

Monday 25 January 2016, 7.00pm
‘Scarcity and Inenite Wants: The Foundi
Myths of Economics’

Speaker: Adam Buick (Socialist Party)
Venue: The Cock Tavern (upstairs), 23
Phoenix Road, London, NW1 1HB

The next meeeng of the Execusve
Commi"ee will be orSaturday 6
Februaryat Socialist Party Head OS$ce.

Project Room, Quaker Meesng House, 22 cqrespondence should be sent to the

ng

General Secretary. All arecles, le"ers and

noeces should be sent to the Editorial
Commi“ee.

Labour, Lib-Dem, Tory

The Socialist Standard
examines their case
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Afwerki’s boot

Socialists are not fools: we prefer

the limited democracy to be found

in some capitalist countries over
dictatorship. The 99 percent suser
worldwide, but in some places more
than others. ‘As huge numbers of
Eritreans onenue to +ee the country,
Isaias Afwerki's regime is increasingly
retaliasng against their families.

The government already demands
payments from families whose
children have escaped—50,000
nasas (US$3,333) per child. Families
who can’t pay are jailed. Now the
government is demolishing houses
and seizing property, too ... Experts
say Afwerki needs a constant supply
of young people to maintain his police
state. A June 2015 UN Commission on
Inquiry report on Eritrea documented
in detail the regime’s inde<nite
military conscripeon. The military

has drased children younger than

15, tortured its own members and
engaged in the systemasc sexual
abuse of women. But despite the
report’s conclusion of possible

crimes against humanityand

an Eritrean government o! cial's
recent admission to a Wall Street
Journal reporter that the regime
engages in torture—some countries
and right-wing poliecal parees in
Europe are jostling to send a signal to
Eritreans: Don’t come here anymore’
(thenason.com, 2 December).
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