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The Socialist Party is like no other poliƟ cal 
party in Britain. It is made up of people 
who have joined together 
because we want to get 
rid of the profi t system 
and establish real 
socialism. Our aim is 
to persuade others to 
become socialist and 
act for themselves, 
organising 
democraƟ cally and 
without leaders, to 
bring about the kind 
of society that we are 
advocaƟ ng in this journal. 
We are solely concerned with 
building a movement of socialists 
for socialism. We are not a reformist 
party with a programme of policies to 

patch up capitalism.
   We use every possible opportunity 

to make new socialists.  We 
publish pamphlets and 

books, as well as CDs, 
DVDs and various 

other informaƟ ve 
material. We 
also give talks 
and take part in 
debates; aƩ end 
rallies, meeƟ ngs 
and demos; 

run educaƟ onal 
conferences; host 

internet discussion 
forums, make fi lms 

presenƟ ng our ideas, and 
contest elecƟ ons when pracƟ cal. 

Socialist literature is available in Arabic, 

Bengali, Dutch, Esperanto, French, 
German, Italian, Polish, Spanish, Swedish 
and Turkish as well as English.
   The more of you who join the Socialist 
Party the more we will be able to get our 
ideas across, the more experiences we 
will be able to draw on and greater will be 
the new ideas for building the movement 
which you will be able to bring us. 
   The Socialist Party is an organisaƟ on of 
equals. There is no leader and there are 
no followers. So, if you are going to join 
we want you to be sure that you agree 
fully with what we stand for and that we 
are saƟ sfi ed that you understand the case 
for socialism.
 

All original material is available under the CreaƟ ve 
Commons AƩ ribuƟ on-NoDerivs 2.0 UK: England & Wales 
(CC BY-ND 2.0 UK) licence.
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ON THURSDAY 21 July 2016, Donald 
Trump accepted the Republican Party’s 
nominaƟ on for the Presidency at their 
ConvenƟ on in Cleveland, Ohio. About a 
year ago, when he launched his bid with 
the slogan ‘Making America Great Again’, 
few took seriously his chances of success. 
What makes this unlikely candidate, a 
real estate tycoon and former reality TV 
star, who has never held poliƟ cal offi  ce, 
so appealing to many American working 
class voters?

Many Western naƟ ons including the 
United States have seen much of their 
manufacturing industry relocated to 
poorer countries where labour costs are 
cheaper. The lowering of trade barriers, 
allowing for the greater movement of 
goods, services and capital across borders, 
has contributed to this process. The 
infl uence of trade unions has been eroded 
and many workers fi nd themselves in 
lower paid and less secure jobs. The 
Great Recession has hit hardest on these 
working class communiƟ es. They feel 
abandoned by the poliƟ cal parƟ es that 
have tradiƟ onally claimed to represent 
them, such as the US DemocraƟ c Party, 

which, like its Republican opponents, 
seems only interested in looking aŌ er 
the wealthy. Thus populist poliƟ cians – 
e.g. UKIP in Britain, the SNP in Scotland, 
the Front NaƟ onal in France and Donald 
Trump in the US – can gain support as the 
anƟ -establishment candidates.

Trump draws much of his support 
from disaff ected mainly older white 
industrial workers who feel leŌ  behind. 
Paradoxically, his vast wealth enables 
him to posiƟ on himself as the workers’ 
champion, by asserƟ ng that, unlike his 
poliƟ cal opponents, he can’t be bought 
by vested interests and thus can take 
on the corporaƟ ons and wealthy elites. 
Trump plays the patrioƟ c card and seeks 
to divide and rule as he pledges to build 
a wall on the Mexican border to keep 
out illegal immigrants and expel those 
that are already in the country. He also 
says he will introduce a temporary ban 
on Muslims entering the US. He declares 
himself the law and order candidate. 

However, some of his pledges wouldn’t 
be enƟ rely out of place in a Bernie 
Sander’s manifesto. He argues for a rise 
in the federal minimum wage and pledges 

to reform the tax system so that anyone 
earning less than $25,000 per year pays 
no tax. He blames the North American 
Free Trade Agreement for jobs moving to 
Mexico and claims that he will be able to 
negoƟ ate fairer trade deals and bring back 
jobs to the US. He proposes to penalise 
American companies that have moved 
their operaƟ ons overseas by imposing a 
35 percent tariff  on goods that they try to 
import back into the US.

Should Trump become the next US 
President, he will soon discover that, 
despite his forceful personality and vast 
wealth, capitalism’s profi t requirements 
will place severe constraints on what 
he can achieve and that, like his 
predecessors, he will have to compromise 
and run the economic system in favour 
of the capitalist elites which he currently 
rails against. For American workers 
and workers elsewhere, the soluƟ on 
to their problems lies not in choosing 
a charismaƟ c populist leader, but in 
collecƟ vely organising to get rid of 
capitalism and establish socialism. 

Donald Trump – no workers’ champion
Editorial
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10: GOTO 20. 20: GOTO 10. 
10: GOTO 20….
EVERYBODY KNOWS that computers 
don’t crash like cars or aeroplanes, with 
explosions and fl ying debris, so when 
we say that a computer has ‘crashed’ 
it generally means that, due to several 
compeƟ ng programs trying to use the same 
resources at the same Ɵ me, the computer 
has got itself Ɵ ed into an endless loop, 
trying to perform the same task over and 
over again, unƟ l infi nity.

It’s not only computers that can get 
into this state. Capitalism has also never 
crashed the way cars or aeroplanes crash, 
in a process NASA once described as ‘rapid 
spontaneous disassembly’. Indeed despite 
the predicƟ ons of some die-hard radical 
hopefuls it’s hard to imagine how it ever 
could go down like the proverbial lead 
zeppelin, unless a collecƟ ve amnesia also 
descended on people at the same moment 
in which they simply forgot that they had 
bank accounts, mortgages, Ɵ tle deeds, rent 
arrears, gas bills and jobs. Capitalism can’t 
crash because it is not a thing, it is a set of 
agreements, customs and relaƟ onships. It 
will only crash when the concept of private 
ownership crashes, when the idea of 
selling on markets crashes, when its enƟ re 
underpinning ideology crashes. That’s our 
job.

But it can ‘hang’ on a regular basis, just 
like a computer, when for long periods it 
seems to do nothing at all. It doesn’t give 
us the blue screen of death, it just leaves 
us swearing and cursing at a staƟ onary 
progress bar that ought to be moving but 
isn’t. These endless repeƟ Ɵ ve cycles are 
what mesmerise us from day to day unƟ l 
we start to hallucinate small change where 
there isn’t any. 

You develop a sense of déjà vu the 
moment fresh news items begin to look like 
old ones, the way new pop songs sound 
like old ones, the way new promises smell 
like old ones. You acquire a sense of what 
you call ‘realism’ but other people call 
cynicism. You develop a sardonic look when 
anybody menƟ ons poliƟ cs. The looping 
sameness of it all, round and round again, 

is enough to drive you mad. That’s why 
they call it loopy.

The TV news is like a constant re-run of 
itself. There have now been so many mass 
shooƟ ngs in America that journalists surely 
must have encoded their aŌ ermath think-
pieces into keyboard shortcuts. Ctrl-ShiŌ -F9 
to recycle the gun debate. Alt-ShiŌ -Ins 
to spool out the catalogue of previous 
shooƟ ngs. Mail-merge to shunt out the 
details, fi lling in variable fi elds with shooter 
name, death toll and quotes from world 
leaders.

Perhaps the business of capitalism 
actually has crashed and is now in a 
permanent loop. We can only Ɵ nker 
obsessively with cosmeƟ c on-screen 
eye-candy but underneath the machinery 
has all stopped, forcing us to live out an 
endless Groundhog Day where we wake up 
in the morning confused and reƟ re to bed 
disappointed.

Humans are supposed to be good 
at learning from experience. What 
are Americans going to learn from the 
experience of Barack Obama, a man 
generally regarded as a decent person and 
by and large a decent president, insofar as 
a capitalist leader can ever be called such? 
Could the ‘most powerful man in the world’ 
stop white cops shooƟ ng defenceless black 
men? Apparently not. Could he change 
gun laws to stop the psychos running 
amok? Apparently not. What about urban 
poverty? Forget it. Will even his health-
care reforms survive the next Republican 
incumbent in the White House? Probably 
not. Yet he was treated almost like the 
Messiah eight years ago when he was 
fi rst elected. Will Americans learn from 
this that capitalist leaders, even relaƟ vely 
benevolent ones, can’t do anything for 
them, that it’s not worth voƟ ng for them, 
and that the only soluƟ on is radical 
collecƟ ve acƟ on among themselves? No, 
because they remain mesmerised by the 
staƟ onary progress bar, afraid to blink in 
case they miss something. Perhaps they’ll 
vote for Clinton and more non-movement, 
or perhaps they’ll vote for the cowboy 
Trump, because movement backwards is at 
least movement.

Socialists have always said that capitalism 
won’t crash of its own accord, it has to 
be brought down by collecƟ ve eff ort. But 
perhaps we were using the wrong sense of 
the word ‘crash’. In this less dramaƟ c but 
far more bleak sense, perhaps we can say 
that capitalism certainly has crashed, and 
just needs to be turned off . That progress 
bar is never going to move, no maƩ er how 
long you stare at it, because it isn’t a bar at 
all, it’s a barrier.

Wag 
Your 
Jiggly
IF YOU 
haven’t 
discovered the magic of Pokemon Go yet, 
there’s really no help for you, because it’s 
taking the developed world by storm. Every 
person under (usually) the age of 30 is mad 
for the new online game where you walk 
around your home town looking for digital 
creatures and their exoƟ c eggs, scoring 
points as you go. It’s bigger than TwiƩ er, 
it’s bigger than Brexit on Referendum day, 
hell it’s even bigger than pornography 
according to Google (BBC Online, 18 July). 
And what is so killer about this killer app, 
you might ask? Well, it’s the fact that, 
unlike most other digital games you can 
play on your phone, this one actually 
makes you WALK AROUND A BIT. In fact it’s 
being claimed that a man playing every day 
for a week would burn up the equivalent of 
SEVEN SMALL CHOCOLATE DOUGHNUTS!

You might, in your cynical socialist way, 
decide to save yourself the trouble by not 
eaƟ ng seven small chocolate doughnuts 
in the fi rst place, but then you would 
never have the pleasure of learning the 
diff erence between a Psyduck, a Poliwag or 
a Jigglypuff  (and you have to walk at least 
two kilometres to fi nd one of those). Mind 
you, we know from one player that there’s 
nothing to stop you driving between 
locaƟ ons, if you’ve a mind to cheat. SƟ ll, 
it’s good to know humans can show real 
genius, at least when it comes to invenƟ ng 
new ways to waste their own Ɵ me. Let’s 
vote Poliwag for President, he’d fi t right in!
PJS
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