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Introducing the Socialist Party

The Socialist Party is like no other poli#calpatch up capitalism.
party in Britain. It is made up of people
who have joined together
because we want to get
rid of the pro!t system
and establish real
socialism. Our aim is
to persuade others to
become socialist and
act for themselves,
organising
democra#cally and
without leaders, to
bring about the kind
of society that we are
advoca#ng in this journal.
We are solely concerned with
building a movement of socialists

for socialism. We are not a reformist
party with a programme of policies to

to make new socialists. We
publish pamphlets and
books, as well as CDs,
DVDs and various
other informa#ve
material. We
also give talks
and take part in
debates; a$end
rallies, mee#ngs
and demos;
run educa#onal
conferences; host
internet discussion
forums, make !Ims
presen#ng our ideas, and
contest elec#ons when prac#cal.
Socialist literature is available in Arabic,

Bengali, Dutch, Esperanto, French,

We use every possible opportunity German, Italian, Polish, Spanish, Swedish

and Turkish as well as English.

The more of you who join the Socialist
Party the more we will be able to get our
ideas across, the more experiences we
will be able to draw on and greater will be
the new ideas for building the movement
which you will be able to bring us.

The Socialist Party is an organisa#on of
equals. There is no leader and there are
no followers. So, if you are going to join
we want you to be sure that you agree
fully with what we stand for and that we
are sa#s'ed that you understand the case
for socialism.

All original material is available under the Crea#ve
Commons AS$ribu#on-NoDerivs 2.0 UK: England & Wales
(CC BY-ND 2.0 UK) licence.
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Editorial
It's election time again

ON THURSDAY 5 May, eleceons will meet human needs. The Trade Union andof controlling capitalism, capitalism

be held across the country to elect Socialist Coalieon (TUSC) will argue that will control them as can be seen when
members for local and district authoriees by taxing the rich more heavily, they will George Osborne in his recent budget

in England, the Scoesh Parliament, be able to invest more in the Nasonal had to downgrade his previous esemates

the Welsh Assembly and the Northern  Health Service and welfare services. The on future economic growth, due to
Ireland Assembly. In London, there will b&Vomen’s Equality Party is standing for  the recent deteriorason in the world

eleceons for the Mayor and for members gender equality in the market place. economy.
of the Greater London Assembly. The Scoesh Naeonalist Party and Plaid There are poliecal groups that recognise
Through husengs, meeengs and Cymru will argue that independence for this and call on workers to abstain from
TV interviews, the various parees’ their respeceve countries from the UK the electoral process. We reject this
candidates will be compeeng for votes. is the way forward. The Unionist and approach and argue that for a socialist
The Tories will be defending their record Naeonalist parees will be «gheng for working class to gain poliecal power they
in government and claiming that their places in the Northern Irish assembly.  will need to contest eleceons at all levels
policies of cueng state expenditure And yet, in pracece, the results of these of government in order to capture the
to reduce the government descit will eleceons will not improve the lives of machinery of the state. Eleceons also
provide a brighter future for hardworking working class people. It is lisle wonder  provide an opportunity for the Socialist
families. The Labour Party candidates willthat some will prefer to stay at home Party to make the case against capitalism

asempt to convince voters that they have rather than go out and vote. What the and for socialism — a world of common
the policies to tackle inequality and the above parees have in common is that ownership and free access to all that is
housing crisis. The Liberal Democrats willthey all stand for some form of capitalism.produced. For these reasons, the Socialist
also claim that they will be working for a Whether they are merely self-serving Party is conteseng three consetuencies
fairer society. UKIP will tell us that leavingcareerists or they sincerely wish to in London and one in Wales. Our eleceon
the EU and curbing immigraeon will solve change things for the beeser, the aspiring manifestos and details of how to help can
our woes. The Green Party will claim to  poliecians will come up against the reality be found elsewhere in this issue.

oeer a radical alternasve with policies of an economic and social system where

that will tackle environmental issues and proets come before anything else. Instead
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FATHEINDERS

Bharrit '‘Kenoow: Trarp:

IF LIFE sonhmes imitates art, then
poli'cs some!mes imitates a Marvel
comic.

Those sinister cowled crusaders of the

vigihertehrenas N g atdb .
They don’t have a mandate. They don’t

don't have wcompariyNorRrdiharuoc
future inten'ons are about as far from

have the right to make unilateral decisionsdemocral!c liberalism as it's possible to

about who the world’s renegades, rats
and scumbags are and then declare war
on them on our collec!ve behalf. And

hacker group Anonymous, who have in thdf they arenot doing it on our collec!ve

past !lted at the windmills of the Valcan

behalf, well then they are renegades

get. Just ask the Chinese Apple workers
throwing themselves 0$ roo&ops.
Anyone would think the corporalons
really run capitalism and polilcians are
nothing but dumb "nger-puppets. But

and the Turkish state, recently decided to themselves, which makes them part of thetake heart, Hilary Finger-Puppet and not
declare cyber-war on Isis. Whether Isis felProblem, not part of the soluon.

any frisson of alarm at this development
has not been reported, but you've got to
love the showboa!ng chutzpah of pimply
computer geeks in Guy Fawkes
masks who think they can take
on real murdering thugs in skj
masks. Did we say Marvel
comics? More like théT
Crowdmeets theSopranos
Fingers crossed the geeks
don’t come a cropper. If the
thugs ever "nd out who they
are, there’ll be more than
connecl!ons ge#ng cut 0$.
Not content with waging holy

Because the solu!on has to be
democralc aclon, open, accountable,
informed, discussed, par!cipated in,

are up to, it isn’t this. However
good these ‘good guys’ think
they are - however good
we think they are - when
they act as if democracy
doesn’t ma%er that's the
same as perver!ng it.

system — just because you
can — you are not asking,
you are dictalng. The problem

jihad, now Anonymous have also declared With @ world that runs on computers

war on Donald Trump. Now, as much as
anyone else we loathe that ruddy, right-
wing billionaire bigot, who like some
cartoon an!christ rampages across the
headlines with the reckless arrogance of
the untouchably rich. He really is Marvel

is that there are suddenly a lot of people
who, with a bit of tech knowledge, could
decide to dictate from their bedrooms.

And seeing that the democralc process

agreed upon. Whatever Anonymous

When you hack a computer

Donald Duck Finger-Puppet will probably
get the top job in the White House, so
that’s alright then. Oh, wait...

10-4 Good Buddy

Excitement is revving in UK transport
guarters as George Osborne has
announced trials of driverless lorries on a
quiet stretch of the M6 in Cumbria (BBC
Online, 16 March). The poten!al fortune
saved in the cost of goods distribu!on

— through not having to pay driver

wages or s!ck to tachograph hours — is
pushing autonomous road technology
ahead despite reservalons by many
stakeholders, including even Google,
whose own unblemished driverless
record perished recently when their car
hit a bus. For one thing, it's by no means
certain that sensors in driverless vehicles

seems able to trump forth a bad smell like are good enough yet to cope with all
Donald may make these bedroom ac!vistsweather and light condi!ons, nor is it

material - Spiderman’s newspaper boss J €ven less likely to believe in democralc
Jonah Jameson brought hideously to life. Processes and more likely to play poli'cs gestures of human tra'c cops. Worse,

via the virus and the DOS a%ack. And thathey are s!ll rather too easy to hack, or

Nothing would be too bad for that man.

We hope that acute poverty descends andWay: as they say, madness lies. _ _ :
crushes him like a comet from heaven. We It's not just the hackers. Last month we non-existent objects. And if they run you

hope he puts all his cash into an Armeniarf@W Tim Cook’s Apple Corporaton stck , ; .
Ponzi scheme. We hope his balls drop 0$.two "ngers up at the FBI who, as you will before with downloading and also with

But s!ll, and for the sake of balance,
there is something we need to ask
the keyboard bandits of Anonymous -
something quite important which they
apparently are not asking themselves.

Just who do they think they are?

THE CORRUPT

TH
SUPPORT US.

HU\

recall, wanted Apple to break its own

clear that they can correctly interpret the

fool with lasers into swerving to avoid
over, who exactly is liable? As we've seen

3D prin!ng, the technology has already

phone security protocols so that the Feds raced round the world while the legal

could read the private messages of two

framework is having breakfast in bed.

Islamic assassins. Apple made huge play The Cumbria trial, however, hopes to

of civil liber'es issues, of their ‘right’ not

avoid most of these problems by going in

to be coerced by federal government, and convoys of ten trucks, with a human driver
The thing is, nobody asked them to be of their ‘responsibility’ to their customers. in the lead truck. Cue for a par!cularly

or perhaps not,
the press sided
with Apple. In fact
Apple felt en!tled
to take the high
moral ground
as defenders of
‘liberty’ by calling
the FBI request a
‘stretch’ of the law
that would have
appalled America’s
founding fathers .
That's pre%y
damn rich coming
from a capitalist
corporalon run by
unelected tycoons
whose own
workers certainly

Rather surprisingly, cheesy 1970s song about convoys at this

point. But the AA points out that, with
more entrances and exits than any other
motorway system in the world, the UK

is not going to be able to accommodate
10-truck convoys, because of all the
other vehicles trying to get on and 0$ the
motorway.

There’s an obvious hi-tech solu!on to
this. Create a special single lane for these
truck convoys, then link all the trucks
together and mount them on steel rails
to save fuel and reduce drag. Instead of
driving the lead truck, the driver would
be driving the enl!re chain, or you might
call it a ‘train’. You could probably run
passenger versions of these ‘trains’ too,
with perhaps quiet coaches and restaurant
cars.

Funny that nobody’s ever thought of
this before.PJS
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Walesor theWorld?

That’s the issue in the Wales Assembly eleceon — says Brian Johnson, the Socialist Party of Great Britain

candidate in Swansea West

‘Could the Welsh Assembly be the most
important thing that has ever happened
to Wales?’

This was the quéen posed by a
journalist Brian Walters wri'ng in the
South Wales Evening Post in March 1999
shortly before the "rst Assembly elec!ons. So what's the alternalve?

He suggested that the Assembly We propose an alternalve to the system
would profoundly a#ect our based on ownership of capital
lives deciding issues on and market forces that
educalon, health, currently exists in Wales,
housing, transport. the UK and worldwide.

16 years on, is This alternalve is a
Wales any be$er? society of common
Are the problems 8 ownership that we
in Wales — job callsocialism
insecurity, poverty, But not ‘socialism’
crime, poor as you probably
healthcare -- any ¥ know it. Not the type
less than anywhere of dictatorships that
else in Britain? collapsed in Russia and

The answer has to elsewhere and that were in
be ‘no’. The reason for this fact a form of state capitalism.
is clear. These problems don't Not the various schemes for state
come from par!cular cons!tu!onal control put forward by some in the
arrangements. They come from the basic Labour Party.
way society is organised — produc!on for ~ For us socialism means
pro"t and ownership of the vast majority something completely
of the wealth by a Iny minority of people: di#erent and something
the global system of capitalism. much be$er. We are

talking about:

running society.

No ma$er how well-meaning poli!cians
may be, they can’t control the system — it
controls them. The best any government
can do is ride the storms of the market.

The other par'es

This is what all other polilcal par'es exist ¢ a world

to administer. They have di#erent ideas oncommunity without

how that system can be best maintained, states or fron'ers

but all agree it must be retained. based on par!cipatory
Many of their supporters have good democracy

inten!ons but are unaware that, in

campaigning for these, they are helping to

maintain this built-in system of minority

L J

e a society without buying
and selling where everyone has

Corbyn seem from those of Cameron, theyheeds, without the raloning system that

o#er no alternalve to the present way of is money

i Thought About Joining The Socialist Party?
E For further information about about The Socialist Party of Great Britain, return E
i this form to: The Socialist Party, 52 Clapham High Street, London SW4 7UN. \
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privilege. However di#erent the policies ofaccess to what they require to sa!sfy their

e asociety where people use the
earth’s abundant resources ralonally
and sustainably, and freely contribute
their knowledge, skills and experience to
produce what is needed

To sum up:
« If you don't like present-day society

 If you're fed up with the way so
many people are forced to live — hanging
on for dear life to a job that gives li$le
salsfac!on and doing it just for the
money

« If you are sick of seeing grinding
poverty alongside obscene wealth

« If you are sick of the Earth being
abused by corporalons who couldn’t care
less about the future or the environment

« If you think the root cause of most
problems is the market system
and the governments that
maintain it

.s.e.stheneyou’res
thinkingelikeewes
are.

What you can do
We are not

‘ promising to give
-/ you the society we
o, describe. We are
A not pu%ng ourselves
forward as leaders.
The new society is one
without leaders just as it is one
without owners and wage-slaves. It is a
wholly democralc society, which can only
be achieved when you — and enough like-
minded people — join together to bring
it about peacefully and democralcally.
If you agree with this, you will
obviously not want to vote for anyone
but our candidate. In cas!ng your vote
for Brian Johnson, the Socialist Party
of Great Britain candidate, you will be
vo!ng for the kind of socialism you —
and we — stand for.

Of#ters of help in the campaign gratefully
received - please contact Swansea

Branch at 19 Bap!st Well Street, Waun
Wen, Swansea SA1 6FB. 01792 643624.




modern humans. His smart-arse answer tmf nightmares of course. Théewsweek
E a [ u % a [ u anyone who disagrees with his views on website recently reported that a powerful
evolu'on and the origin of life is ‘were you Pakistani religious body that advises the
. there?’(He, presumably, was there when government on the compalbility of laws
ANSWETSTUNI GENesIS (@ G e kutan)  God was crealng the universe, Eve was inwith Islam (yes, you read that correctly
the Garden of Eden sharing an apple with— they have a council of mullahs to make
THE DIFFERENCE between philosophy the serpent and Adam was riding around, sure their laws meet Allah’s requirements)
and religion, as someone once pointed  Fred Flintstone style, on his dinosaur).  declared a new law that criminalises
out, is that philosophy is quésns which He recently ru#ed a few feathers on  violence against women to be ‘un-Islamic’.
may never be answered, and religion is  the Richard Dawkins Foundalon website  The new act passed by the Province of
answers which may never be ques!oned. (where they don’t su$er religious fools ~ Punjab, where in 2013 more than 5,800
And the answers we get from some gladly) with a Facebook post describing cases of violence against women were
religionists are staggering. the teaching of science to children as a reported, gives legal protec!on to women
Ken Ham, for example, an ex-science  form of child abuse. Teaching children thafrom domes!c, psychological and sexual
teacher (thank goodness for the ‘ex’) and they are sinners, and liable to an eternity violence and calls for the crealon of an

now the president of Answers in Genesis, of pain and hell%re unless they live abuse repor!ng hot-line.

a fundamenalist Chrislan ou"it, teaches  their lives in accordance with Mr Ham'’s In the past this religious council has
that the Book of Genesis should be taken fantasies is, apparently, not abusive. ruled that DNA cannot be used as primary
as historical fact, that the universe is no It is not only Chrislans whose lives evidence in rape cases, supported a law
more than about 6,000 years old, and thatneed to be governed by ancient books  which required women alleging rape to
dinosaurs once co-existed with gene!cally get four male witnesses to tes!fy in court,

and blocked a bill to impose harsher
penalles for marrying 0$ 8 or 9 year-old
girls, so Allah’s hardly going to like this one
is he?

‘This whole law is wrong’ argued one
confused old cleric, spou!ng passages
from the Koran to back up his point.

And another complained, bi&erly ‘This

law makes a man insecure’. It’s poli!cal
correctness gone mad, obviously, a total
lack of common sense. But no doubt
they’ll be able to live with it. They've s!lI
got that passage in the Koran that allows a
man to beat his wife when necessary.
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The Genesis Expo Crea!onist museum in Portsmouth, UK
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Osborne had in mind. If so, this would be carrying on their work with the means
@ unfair since Mason le' Workers Power  of produc!on in common’. In short, the
K6 years ago. In fact during a !'me when use of poli'cal power to carry out such a

COOki ng the bOOkS Mason was a Trotskyist Osborne was a revolu!on in the basis of society.

member of the notorious Bullingdon Club. In this sense ‘revolu!onary Marxist’

George Osborne, Paul Mason and What is that they say about people in s a tautology, but Osborne will have

Marx glass houses . . ? added ‘revolu'onary’ to suggest that
More likely is that, in Osborne’s eyes, Mason favoured violent insurrec!on as

SPEAKING IN the House of Commons 4y h6dy who crilcises capitalism, as he would know that this is what many

on 1 March George Osborne called the ;3501 has done, is automalcally some  people understand by the word. William

!?g\;gﬁjl:ztl’S?S h?lg?(?sigs‘tl%rxﬁit::thNTasggna sort of a Marxist. But, as Mason made  Morris had already dealt with this as
S : ' clear in his reply, he is not a revolu!onary,long ago as 1884 when he wrote that
|n<‘:1|gnantly replied: o but wants only to gradually reform ‘the word Revolulon, which we Socialists
_ ‘Asto Mr Osborne’s claim thatlam  ¢apitalism into something else, as the  are so o'en forced to use ... does not
revolutonary Marxist' itis completely | ghour and European Social Democralc necessarily mean a change accompanied

inaccurate. | am a radical social parles used to. by riot and all kinds of violence’ and

democrat who favours the crealon of Marx was a crilc of capitalism but he  that ‘we use the word revolulon in its

a peer-to-peer sector (co-ops, open had no illusions about it being possible  etymological sense, and mean by it a

source, etc) alongside the marketand  gjther to make it work in the interest of ~ change in the basis of society’.

the state, as part of a long transiton the non-owning, producing majority or to  Marx did not analyse capitalism with

to a post-capitalist economy. Theré'sa  graqually reform it into something else.  a view to coming up with policies for

comprehensive cri'que of Bolshevismin g 5qyocated the winning of poli'cal governments to adopt. He had no advice

my latest bookPostcapitalism: A Guide t0 4yer to use this to uproot capitalism  to give on this as his analysis showed

Our Future ; ) and bring in what he variously described that there was no policy governments
Mason wasn't always a crilc of as ‘a co-operalve society based on the  could pursue that would make capitalism

Bolshevism. For many years he was a
member of Workers Power, the Trotskyist
group that calls for a ‘Fi'h Internalonal’
(not that that made him a revolulonary
Marxist either, just an insurrec!onary
Leninist). This may have been what

common ownership of the means of operate for the bene%t of the non-owning
produc'!on’, or ‘co-operalon and the majority. That is why he advocated the
possession in common of the land and thevorking class take polilcal aclon to
means of produc!on produced by labour revolu!onise the basis of society.

itself’, ‘a community of free individuals,
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Ques!ons...
Answers...

proposed spending cuts near where she
lives. Which naturally provoked Angela
Eagle, the Shadow Business Secretary

?grouching on the Front Bench, to advise

one of whom died in the saddle crossing a
#eld while out chasing foxes with a Hunt

at Aldermaston. Mrs Mary Cameron, who
now lives in a comfortably rural co$age

Il around her — including the TV camerasin Berkshire, is a re!red magistrate who

s — to ‘ask his mum’.

Clothes

IN THE form which we know today, Prime Cameron took the opportunity to use

Minister’s Ques!ons began as recently

as 1961. What a brilliant idea; a !me
when the person at the very head of the
government and the Brilsh state machine
made themselves available to be probed,
exposed, ridiculed by an assembly of
self-publicists operalng under the !tle

of Representalves Of The People. Very
democralc and progressive; how did

we survive before it was invented? But

it has not turned out quite as promised.
To begin with, at the appropriate !me

the House of Commons is always !ghtly
packed and disciplined — by the Whips if
not by that gaggle of compe!ng ambilons
— as required by their party. The Prime
Minister is in place on the Front Bench
a"er the short journey from Downing

his mother’s vote-catching
talents to do as he was
advised from the other
bench, saying that if he did
ask for guidance from her
he would expect her to look
across the despatch box and
command Jeremy Corbyn
‘...put on a proper suit, do
up your !e and sing the
nalonal anthem’ — which
released a roar of laughter,
applause and rapture, intrusive

as a jet taking 0%, from the Tory oafs
and encouraged Cameron to adopt an
expression of self-congratulalon at his
breathtaking wit. It was, in other words
a typical episode in the life of Prime

fi N

-1

Street where advice was taken from highlypsinisters’ Ques!ons. Corbyn, meanwhile,

paid, intensively organised assistants most

accurately known as Spin Doctors who
have the job of an!cipalng the ques!ons
— or more accurately the grilling and the

verbal missiles — with sneers or derision o

curses. Much of the proceedings, despite
the plen!fully repeated promises that it

is all uniquely informalve, are 0"en lost
in the uproar of jeers or abuse from both
sides.

Nye Bevan
A recent example of this was in February
when a debate which was centred on
the number of week-end deaths in
hospitals descended into the customary
Tory claim that, in de#ance of so many
obstacles, they are fashioning a
bigger, happier, more curalve
Nal!onal Health Service
(no ma$er how the
doctors and nurses and
other workers see it).
And in support of this
David Cameron felt
able to claim that his
government would
have had the support
of the late Nye Bevan.
Predictably, Jeremy Corbyn
countered that such a claim
was so audacious as to have that la$er-

day Labour hero squirming in his grave. It
was also enough to have the Labour back

bencher Carolyn Harris chipping in that
Cameron should ‘ask your mother’ about
it — a reference to some woman who
recently signed a pe!lon against some

SocialistStandard April 2016

took con#dence from his carefully
dishevelled appearance — rumpled shirt,
baggy trousers, loose !e — and his proper
memory of his late mother Naomi, a
peace campaigner who met his father
when they were at a mee!ng in support
of the Republican side during the Spanish Answers

Civil War. He steadfastly a&rmed that
she would have said ™...stand up for
the principle of a health service free at
the point of use” because that is what
she dedicated her life to, as did so many
people of her generalon’. And later, as
he prepared for a television appearance,
‘I go$a do my !e up because of the
Prime Minister. He’s actually jealous of
the jacket. You know what he’s jealous
of? That | can go into the great shopping
centre of the world -Holloway Road N7.
And he’s stuck in Bond Street".

Magistrate

Which is a fair comment about someone
— even if they are Prime Minister — who
seleclvely refers to a mother who comes

from a succession of hereditary baronets,

in her !'me disposed of, among others,
demonstrators against nuclear weapons;
Cameron himself said that ‘...one of the
biggest challenges that she had, and one
of the reasons she
had to hand out

so many short
sentences, was
badly behaved
CND protesters
outside Greenham
Common’. So

it was quite an

B

\

i

Mary Cameron (fa} right) with Hon. event when
Mrs R.F. Watson, and lan Cameronshe supported

that pe!lon,

protes!ng against
the Oxfordshire Council inten!on to
save some £8 million by cu'ng back
on the budget for the local childrens’
services. Under threat are some 44
centres, described by protesters as ‘...a
lifeline to new parents who rely on locally
accessible advice and support when it
is most needed. Cu'ng these essen!al
services would leave families vulnerable
and isolated, and fail an enlre generalon
of children’. Another signature on the
pe!lon is of one Claire Currie, who
condemns the proposed cuts as ‘...a
great, great error...a very short-sighted
decision’. But she has a history as a long-
term ac!vist, including protests against
the Newbury by-pass and with the CND.
She is also David Cameron’s aunt but
she is doub*ul if he will be so impressed
by this relalonship as to in+uence the
Oxfordshire Tories: ‘Well let’s hope that it
makes a di%erence but | doubt it will’.

Mary Cameron refused to discuss the
ma$er of her signing that pe!!on and

did not give a reason. Perhaps she had
developed some ideas from her son about
where it would have led her. Faced by
that stark example from Oxfordshire of

the class-origina!ng poverty of capitalist
society and the misery it in+icts on human
beings, what could she have said that
would have been notable? Insigh*ul?
Original? Construc!ve? How would she
have confronted the super#ciali'es of
capitalist poli'cs and of the leaders who
prac!se them day a"er day? There are
countless examples of them +oundering
helplessly when confronted with the true
measures of this society. Prime Minister’s
Queslons. It is Ime we gave the answers.
IVAN
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MATERIAL
WORLD

A family from the Brazilian Tucuxi
tribe at the World Social Forum

governance is o#en based on longstandin
tradi"ons de$ning, distribu"ng and
regula“ng rights to land, individually or

‘These forests are our life, but they are
being taken from us. Outsiders have a
enancial view of the land. They see it as
money. We see it as life. We have to win...collec"vely, and is usually referred to as

customary or indigenous land tenure.

Community lands are owned and
managed by a variety of women and men
usually farmers, pastoralists, hunter-
gatherers, $sher-folk and others using
resources such as forests, water bodies
and pastures as a common resource.
were able to live. When we had common But they are not sta"c. Every genera“on
land we felt free.Mansa Ramfrom a adjusts how they use the land to meet
community in India’s Udaipur where lands new needs and aspira"ons. Indigenous
are under threat. and community lands are as important to
the future as to the past. The ‘Commons’
are lands that communi“es maintain as
their shared property. As such, they can
be considered the heart of indigenous and
community lands.

Some indigenous peoples and local

for the future of our peopleNicholas
Fredericks Wapichan people, Guyana
‘These lands are our livelihoods. From
these lands we were able to harvest
resources. The land belonged to us, the
water belonged to us. From this, we

IN 1968 Gae! Hardin notoriously
argued that collec"vely owned resources
or ‘commons’ will be over-used and
destroyed because no individual has an
interest in protec"ng them for the long
term, while everyone has an incen"ve communi“es use all their land as shared
to grab what they can before the others  property. Others do not, and allocate
wreck it. His pessimis"c analysis was that lands to individuals and families within
collec"ve ownership doesn’t work and the community; however, the community
the commons should be priva“sed or exercises jurisdic"on over the en"re lands,
na"onalised. which are held and managed collec"vely.
Elinor Ostrom, surprising winner in Lands for grazing and wildlife, forests and
2009 of Nobel Prize for economics, from woodlands, mountaintops, sacred sites,
her life"me’s study of real-life commonly lakes and rivers are usually retained as
owned lands and resources, concluded  shared property. These lands are the most
that communi"es can and do successfully vulnerable to land grabbing.
manage vital commonly owned resources. A frequent charge against collec"ve
A recent report by various NGOs, ownership of pastures and forests is that
Common Ground: Securing land rights it locks people into poverty. In reality,
and safeguarding the earffsummarised  community tenure — either through
below, argues that Ostrom was right. collec"ve rights or individual rights under
Indigenous peoples and local community jurisdic"on — is o#en much
communi"es protect half the world’s more produc”ve than sta"s"cs suggest.
land, but formally own just 10 percent. This is partly because na"onal sta"s"cs
Indigenous and community lands are landdgypically only count cash sales or income
used, managed or governed collec"vely, that is taxed. Around half of rural house-
under community-based governance. This holds in India derive part of their income
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Commons: Tragedy or
Blessing?

from resources on common or state lands
o#en 0%ocially categorised as wastelands.
For example, millions of rural Indians live
by harves"ng wild bamboo. But sta"s"cs
rarely capture this.

Up to 2.5 billion people depend on
indigenous and community lands, which
make up over 50 percent of the land on
the planet; they legally own just one-
$#h. The remaining $ve billion hectares
remain unprotected and vulnerable to
land grabs from more powerful en""es
like governments and corpora”ons.
Ninety percent of Africa’s rural land is
undocumented, leaving rural communi“es
vulnerable to land-grabbing. The lack of
land rights is directly linked, the report
says, to the con"nent’s high poverty rates,

here almost half of the popula”on lives

n less than &1.25 a day. ‘African countries
and their communi“es could e'ec"vely
end land grabs, grow signi$cantly more
food across the region, and transform
their development prospects if they can
modernise the complex government
procedures that govern land ownership
and management,’ the World Bank
reported. Modernisa"on, it said,
required not the removal of rights from
communi“es but the ‘documenta”on of
communal lands... recognising customary
land rights and regularising tenure rights
on public land’.

Collec"vely-owned forests and pastures
are beler protected and cared for than
government lands. A review of 130 local
studies in fourteen countries found
that community-run forests su'er less
deforesta"on and store more carbon
than other forests. Another interna”onal
study found that state-protected areas are
deforested on average four "mes faster
than neighbouring community forests.
This evidence contradicts decades of
conserva"on thinking, which long held
that forest communi“es were widely
responsible for deforesta”on through
shi#ing cul"va"on.

Research now shows that under most
circumstances, forests swi#ly regrow
a#er cul"vators move on. The evidence,
says the report, also contradicts decades
of conserva"on prac"ce in which
governments, o#en at the urging of
environmental groups, have removed
indigenous peoples and local communi“es
from forests in the name of environmental
protec”on. The scale of this dispossession
— and the resul"ng hunger and poverty
— remains undocumented, but has
undoubtedly a'ected millions of women
and men ALJO



Tony, Blair,

andsmakeshimePrimesMinister,»1997-2007,smeantehes  Chinesesproductioneworkersthensgotsineasyear)-thateyousshoulde

waseable«afteresleavinge10sDowningeStetoemoverintosthes besjudgedenoteonswhateyousdosforeyourselfsbuteonewhateyousdoe
veryesremunerativesworldeofeadvisingewealthyscompanieseande foreothers.esHeemade+*$500,000¢<forsthatespeech.s
foreignegovernments.ee
Hesmadesasgoodestart.+J.P.sMorgan,sthesAmericansinvestmeiigzakhstan
bank,¢hiredshimetoeadvisesthemeforeasfeesofeaboute£2.5¢million*One<ofshisemaineclientseissNursultaneNazarbayeveofe
asyear.esHeesgoteotheredealssfromeZurichelnsurance,Bernarde Kazakhstan,swhoepayseBlairsateleaste$13smillioneasyears(somes
Arnaulte(parteofeasluxurysgoodseconglomerate),sandsthee sayetwicesassmucheasethat).eeInsthesdaysewhensthescountryswase
InternationaleSanitarysSupplyeAssociationfmese2sMarch).es  parteofsthesSovieteUnion,sNazarbayeverosestosbecomesFirste
Hisemaine irm,sTony-BlaireAssociates,shassbeensdoingeveryswelBecretary-ofstheslocalsstate-capitalistepartys(forspropagandae
everesince.ssNoteonlysrichebusinessmen,sbuteautocraticerulerse purposessitewasedeceitfullyecalledsthes‘Communist’sParty);e
roundsthesworld,scanecountsoneBlair'sesupport,cateasprice.e>  thateis,sheswasstheslocaleruler.ssThenswhenethesSovieteUnione
brokesup,*NazarbayeveheldeanselectionsforeasnewsPresident,e
ande(believeriteorenot)eeasilyswonewith+91.5¢percentsofethes
Ine2013Egypt'se irsteeverselectedegovernments(likeseverys vote.seUnlikeerulerssinecountriesewitheasbitemoresfreeespeech,s
otheregovernmentsroundethesworld,sit'wasedisreputablesands  hesgetssmorespopularstheslongershesrules.ssHe’ssheenere-
unscrupulouse—ebuteitewaseelected)+sandeitsepresidentsMohameds|ectedeseveralstimes,sandswaseablestocannouncesthatehee
Morsiswereeoverthrownsbysansarmyescoup,sasthousande hadswonsthes2015+contestewithe98epercenteofsthesvote.eThee
‘dissidents’sbeinge<killed,~andsthousandssmore-arrested.+Blairc Human<RightseWatcheperhapsshelped-tosexplainethis,swhene
hurried-overstosCairostoesee-thesnewearmysleader,sAbdel-al-Sisjtepointedsoutsthats‘Kazakhstansheavilysrestrictssfreedomeofe

Blair’s-successfuI-career-of-getting-people-to-vote-for-him-phiIanthropists-(who-paid-£1500-a-head-—-more-than-a-

Egypt

andewenteoneEgyptianstelevisionetosgiveshisessupport.s=‘Wescansassembly,sspeech,sandereligione.s.s seTortureeremainsecom
debate-thespasteandsit’'ssprobablysnoteverysfruitfuletoedoeso,sbutieplaces-ofedetention. «sNazarbayevswassanti-religiouseine

rightenowelsthinkeit'ssimportantsthecinternationalscommunitye
getsebehindsthesleadershipshere.«sPreviouslyBlairshadegivene
hisebackingstoeaneearliersEgyptianedictator,»HosnieMubarak,
andstosthesLibyansdictator,s,MuammareGadda®(ardian 30
January+2014).
Blairekeepseupeachighemoraletone.s¢In*2007<heswentetos
Chinas(ineasprivateejet,snaturally)sandetoldeasmeetingeofe

Anywhere
in my back

What's
your
itinerary?

pocket is
fine

10

thesSovietedaysswhenethatewasethespartyeline,sbutesincee
theneshasebecomesaneenthusiastsforelslame(mosteKazak
aresMuslims),esandshasedonesthehajj,sthespilgrimagestos
Mecca.s*Thereswaseansawkwardebusinessesine2011swhene
governmenteforcesekilledsfourteeneunarmedeprotestorseatea
demonstration.eBlairewaseablestoeadvisesNazarbayevehov
toedealewithetheespublicerelationseangle,sandesentehime
500swordseforehisenextespeechetosexplaine
itealleaway.e*Allethisegoesedowneveryswells
witheotheregovernments:sRussiashase
giveneNazarbayevesixemedals,eands
otherscountriesehaveshandedeovers
anotherstwenty-sevens—includinge
theedeareoldeUnitedsKingdom,swhiche
made<himeane‘HonourablesKnighte
GrandeCrosseofethesOrdersofeSte
MichaelsandeSteGeorge’.esSo*noson
couldeobjectstoeBlair'segivinge(ore
rathersselling)sashelpingshandetos
asknightebackedebysascouplesofe
saints.ee(WhatesaintssGeorgesand
MickereallysthinkeofeNazarbayeve
hasn’teyetebeenedisclosed.)e

Azerbaijan
AnothereofeBlair'seclientseiseAzerbaijan.ee

HeydareAliyevswassthesKGBschiefswhens Paul Kagan
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- haven'.
Blair'sewifesCheriee
iseineonetheeact.esShee

hasefoundedeaseirme
He wanted | | toeprovidee'strategice

HOW MUCH...? | counselstosgovernments, s

corporateseands
privatesclients’.esOnee
ofeherscustomerseise
. | theepresidenteofsthes
¢ i Maldives,*Abdullae
Yazmeen,swhoshasepute
1 theeleaderseofsthrees
1 oppositionepartieseine
jail,»alongewitheanothere
il 1700-0pponents.
1 Providingehelpstoe
despoticepotentatese
roundethesworlde
certainlyspayseoff.ee
Blair'sepersonalsfortunes
| isenoweestimatedeate
£70emillion.e*Windrushe
Venturese(whicheadvisessforeignegovernments;sFirebushe
Ventureselookseaftereafeluenteccompanieseandessovereignswealthe
funds)s—hassejustetrebledeitseannualeproeitsetoe£2.6emillion,sande
theeaveragespaysofeitseforty-eightestaffeissnoweovere£100,000¢
(Daily Telegraphe6eMarch).eeAstaxespecialisteprofessoreateCitye
UniversityesaideBlairswhenesprimeeministereusedstosfavoure
‘accountabilitysandetransparency’;snowehesise‘embarrassinglye
silenteaboutehisesourceseofsincome’.esBlair'ssLondonshomee

"

] e —_
Azerbaijanswaseinethesold+Stalinist*Russiansempire,sande
sooneaftersindependencechesbecamespresident,suntilshes
died«in*2003.esTheysknowshowstoshandlesthesesmatterseine
dictatorships,sands(asewitheAssadesineSyria)sHeydar'sesone—e
[lhameAliyeve—swaseimmediatelysinstalledsaseruler.eellhame
haseacniceslittlesfamily,stwoedaughterseandeasson,sandethey-alle
soonsfoundsthemselvessowningelargesAzerbaijaniccompanies,®
notstoementionsvaluablesrealeproperty.esllham’seson,sanothers

Heydar,sactuallysboughtesomesluxurysmansionseineasDubaic . . .
iseascapaciousehousesineConnaughtsSquares(oncesownedsbye
developmentewhensheeswaseonlyselevensyearseold.esClearlysa . )

o . . . JohneAdams,slatersthesAmericansPresident),snear-HydesPark,e
promisingelad.ssNoeprizeseforeguessingswhoswillsbesgroomedstoe . : .
succeedehisefathereineduescoursecassAzerbaijan’ssfreely electeé{long-W|th-a-substantlal-mews-house-behlnd,-both-guarded-

. L roundethesclocksbysarmedepolicemen.ssHisecountryeresidence,*
leader.s¢(Insfactesthesfamilysspente$44emillionealtogethersone ound-the-clock-by-armed-policeme secountryeresidence,

. . . , . whichehesboughtsine2008,¢isea*QueensAnnesmansioneine
pubaloman3|ons,-desplte-the-fact-that-IIham S'Of'IC.Ia|°Sa|a.I’y' Buckinghamshire,scompleteswithstennisecourteandeswimminge
|s-qnly-$228,000;-they-mus_t_-have-beg n's_av'ng'the'r°penn'es')“pool.--ln-fact-BIair-is-now-believed-to-own-thirty-six-properties.
Blairswent-to-Bakus(Azerbaijan's-capital)-in-2009-and-mades " g, .ic.keenstoskeeponsgoodstermsewithsthesothersworld,
a-speech-b9ostlng-Fhe-reglme,-ln-rety rn-for-q-fge-of-nearly- andshasefoundede‘TonyeBlair'seFaitheFoundation’stoesupportealle
$1t50’0?(i'|;° Journgllstsd-.and-hur:wz:\E-rlgt;hg-acgwstz:?ave-be?n- thesmajorereligionse(witheitssmaineofsicesineGrosvenoreSquare,*
g‘oigi‘?gn d?czf)f)i?\erir;--i?\?:i\%geen?seﬁlaeseqnt-(jaaril'I-?r?e -seit?i?-/ just-across-from_-the-US-embassy);-so-perhaps-he_-feels-that-

' ; ' inereturnsthesvariousesupernaturalerulerseofethesuniverseeares
forcesehaveearrestededemonstratorse‘in supportingshim,showeversdubiousshiss
orderetoeprotectecitizens’sconstitutionale activities.«Blair'ssexcusesforsjoiningsins
rights’(which-is=onesway-of-putting-it). thesinvasionsofelrage(whichekickstarteds
thestotalechaoseacrosssthesMiddlesEaste
todayes—Syriacshas+250,000+dead,*and*
halfethespopulationeares‘displaced’,si.e.e
refugees)s—shiseexcuseswassthateSaddame
Husseinewaseasbrutaledictatore(aseindeeds
heswas).ssHeskeepsesayingeheswilledefende
theeassaulteonelrage‘tillemyedyingeday’.
HoweironiceiteisethateBlaireissnowsmakinge
hisefortuneebyssupportingeothereequallys
brutaledictators.

Socialistsehaveralwaysepointedsoute
thateLabouregovernments,esandsLaboure
PrimesMinisters,escansdosnosmoree
thaneattemptetoerunecapitalismemoree
efeiciently,sandepretendstoemakeepeoplee
bettersoff.esTonyeBlairsisenoweapparentlys
engagedesineaneearnesteeffortestoeproves
socialistserighte—eateleastehe’sedoinge
hisebestetoemakesateleasteonesex-Primes
Ministerebettereoff.

ALWYN EDGAR

Rwanda
Amongenumerouseothereclientg
isstheerulereofeRwanda.s*Blair
is*‘aneuncriticalefriendeande
well-paideadviserstostheslikes
ofsPauleKagamasofeRwanda
asviolenteauthoritarian’s
(Economiste5¢eMarch).eelne
thateauspiciousecountry,e
thoseswhoespeakeagains
thesleadereswouldedoewel
toemakestheirswills.esAe
numbereofepoliticianse
whoeopposedsKagamas
haveecomertoeasstickye
end,swhilesmoresthans
oneswhorchopedstoebafslesKagama’s
strong-armeboysebyeeleeinge
abroadehassmetewitheasviolenteand
unexplainededemisesevensineas‘saf

Ilham Aliyev, 2014
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JimmyeSavile,swealth,e
powereandesex

heeleak,sineJanuary,sofsthesdraftereporteintosthesactivitiese intosthiseworld.sDuring-thesSecondsWorldsWar,sheswasecalleds
ofeJimmyeSavileeatsthesBBCewaseasremindersofethesdeeplypeaseas'BevansBoy’stosworkeinsthesmines,sthissleftehimefrees

politicalecharactersofshiseactivities.
Theemosteobviousesenseswassthateinewhichstheeright-winge
gutterepressesoughtstoeattachefaultetostheeentiresBBCeforsthee

activitieseofeonesman,soneonesbrancheofeitssprogramming,sassifhisefather),sandsdescribedshimselfe
theeentiresorganisationewerescompliciteineSavile’seactseoferapes aseas‘companysdirector’,sandsheswase

andechildeabuse.

Ofecourse,eothersehavestriedstocemphasisesthesconnectionse scrap.
betweeneSavilesandehisefriendshipswitheCharlessWindsoreande
theeRoyalsFamily.eIneasmoreesnarrowlyspoliticalesense,sheswase clubebusiness,esandswaseansinnovators

veryeclosestoeMargarete Thatchere(includingestayingsforeNewe
YeareateChequersewitheher).sIndeed,sshesactuallysfoughtetoe

overcomestheequalmseofecivileservantseinestheshonoursevettinge inehisetwenties,sheswaseproli icallys

systemetoesecureeSavile’seknighthood.sHeshadshimselfsine
thee1970seappeared«ineTorysPartyeelectionebroadcasts,sande
af irmedsthateheswase‘forethecindividual’s(thecindividualeine
guestionealways,*obviously,sbeingshimself).

Thereeareestrongegroundsestosbelievesthateheshadsco-offendedriends,smuchelikesthesactivitiesewee

withePetereJaconelli,stheoyster-guzzlinge(hesheldeasworlde
record)eTorysMayoreofeScarborough.eSomeeare-tryingetoelinke
thiserelationshipetosaswiderenetworkeofepowerfulsindividuals.»
Campaignersedemandstocknowswhyetheespolicesneverecaughte
theepaire(andesuspectstheirepowersandsin luencesprotectede
them,eviaspolicescorruption).
Thesesconnections,sthough,sdoenotegetstosthesrealspoliticale

charactereofeSavile’seoffending.sWeeneedstoslookeatetheswholes moresforethesself-promotionsthane

ofehiselife.eSavile’sefatherswaseassmall-timeescrookeineLeeds,e

associatedswitheillicittgambling.eSavilesseemsetoshavesgrowneupransferredsthateself-promotione

Broadmoor
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toeremaineinetheeUK,eandeapparently,sengagesineblacksmarkete
activities.sAfteretheswar,sheswenteintosthes
scrapemetalsbusinesse(possiblyswithe

clearlysmakingeasloteofemoneysfrome
Heesoonemovedeintosthesnighte

foreplayingegramophonesrecordseate
cheapeentryeafternoonesdances.sNowe

sexuallysactive,swithereadysaccessetos
youngegirlseandeassheeneofeglamoure
hungeroundehim.sReportedly,shee
wouldesharesgirlsearoundswithehise

hearerecentlysreportedeineOldhameand
Rochdale.sClearly,sheswassthesleadere
ofetheegang,sandeshescoulde ixeitsforehis
friendsetoegetelaid,sineaneexercisecine
pettyspower.
Heswaseasparticipanteinsthes irsteTou
ofeBritainebicycleerace,sthougheitesseems

foreanyesportingespirit.eHeesoone "
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becamesestablishedsaseasnightclubsmanagereineManchester,e
whichedoubtlesseexpandedshiseunderworldecontacts,sande
taughtehimetheevaluesofecultivatingegooderelationsewithethes
police.
Thestalenteforeself-promotionenaturallyeledehimeintosthes

theswaveeofe‘outsiders’sbeingeabsorbedsintosthe+establisheds
entertainmentestructuresstoegivesthesBBCeas‘commonetouch’.
Throughoutsthes60s*heswaseasminorecelebrityswithineyouthe
culture,sworkingeonsRadios1sandsTopeofsthesPops.*
Itewaseinethee1970sethatehesrosestocbecomesasnationale
institution,sbeingesthesfacesofspublice
safetysadvertse(“Clunkeclick”)sande
eventually,sthesfamouseshow,sJim’lle
Fixit,swhicheseemedstoechimeswithe
hiserolesaseaseixeremoreegenerally.e
Atetheshearteofsthesshowewasethes
imageeofsaspowerfuleman,swithe
connections,sdispensingebounty,eine
returneforenothingebuteadulation.
Heecementedshissfamebyepubliclys
proclaimingehisefaitheineGod,swhome
hesreferredeto,ssignisicantly,sase‘Thes
Boss’sinsthesbookehespublishede
onehisefaith.sHeswaseatethesfronte
ofegood,sclean,swholesomesfamilye
values.eThisewasewhenehisecharitye
worketookeoff.eHescampaignede
extensivelysforeStokesMandevillee
hospital,sand<hisebringingeofecharitys
tostheeNHSesuitedethesideologysofe
thesConservativesPartye(today-ite
couldsbeecalledethe+'BigeSociety’).e
Savilesfelteaecertaineproprietoriale
airetowardsetheeHospital,sandsthes
DepartmenteofeHealtheeventuallys
hadstoedisabuseshimeofethesnotionsthateitewase‘His’shospital,
nosmattershowsmuchemoneysheshaderaisedstowardseitse
renovation.e
Further,sheevolunteeredsineStokesMandevilleeandsLeedse
GeneralsInsirmary.sIncrediblys(andsapparentlysawedsby<hise
celebrity)sthesauthoritieseateStokesMandevilleshandedsovere
acelateforehiseuse,candsheswaseablestoccomeeandegorsinsthes
LeedseInsirmaryeatewill.eApparently,sheswouldeshowershise
felloweportersewithegiftse(likeemicrowaveeovens)easewellsase
wowingethemewithehiseundoubtedecharm.sNursingestaffeweree
apparentlysawaresthateheswaseas'sexspest’sbuteapparentlysfelte

toesenioremanagement.
Heeseemedstoeeindeusingeinstitutionsetoebesan-effectivee

ateacgirlsereformeschool,sDuncrofte(whichshesreferredstoease
as‘posheborstal’),»wheresheswouldstakesgirlssforeasridesinhise

somehow,*heswaseappointedstosthesboardsofsBroadmoore
hospital.eHeswould<hintedarklysthatsheshadeconnectionsswithe
theepowerssthatebesthateswungetheeappointmenteforshim.
Thisewaseparteofshissmethodologysthroughout,salwayse
implyingsthateheshadesconnections,snotenecessarilyswitheas
person’sedirectsboss,sbutethesverystop.sThesonlystimeshes
waseinterviewedebyepolice,*hesusedshisecharitablesworkease
asshields(withethesimplicitsthreatstoetakesawaysthesgiftsehee
hade<bestowed)sandehintedsthateheshadstamespolicecofsicerse
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toetheetheatricaleworldsofeprofessionalewrestling.sHesseemsetosworkinge
havessetegreatestoresbyshisepersonaleeitnesseandsprowess.sHesonehise

media,ewhereshesfoundsworkeonstelevisioneandsradio.sltswasegolde
astimeewhenepopularecultureswaserising,sandsheswassparteofs digger:e

Rolls*Royce,sandswouldstradescigaretteseforesex.sInsthe+1980s,

Hodng!ToplofithelPops, 1964

side.sHe
alsorhide
behinde

theemyth
ofethee

thate
thesee
womene
weresmakingethesesclaimsetostryeandemakesmoneyeouteofehime
(ifsonlysiteweressoe-simaginesifeallerichemenshadetosactuallye
choosesbetweenskeepingstheirswealth,eorenevershavingesexe
again).
Theeonlystimesinehiseabusivescareershescamesascropperswase
wheneheswasepesteringeasgirlconesasP&O<Ferrys(oneshesreceivede
gratisefromethesownerseofetheseirm).sTheeship’secaptaineputehime
ashore:stheresisenoshighereauthoritysateseasthaneascaptain,eande
nonesofeSavile’sestrategiesecould-availeagainstehim.
Oncechechadeshiseknighthoodse(onesfromethe«BritisheQueens
ande<onesfromethesPope)shesusedsthesapparentestatuseaseas
shield.sHeeswasealsoenotoriouslyslitigious.¢Insthe*1990s+he*
appearedsoneasChannelsFoursshowsinstAéthouteWallseries,*
called-the©bituarysShoweinewhichehesexplainedshiselovesofe
libeleactions,eandessuingethespresseforeevenshintingsthatshee
mightebesengagedeinschildesexualsabuse.
This,sthen,sisstheepoliticaleaspecteofethesSavileecase:sthatehes
waseasricheman.eThateheswaseaspowerfuleman.sThateheelivedeinea
hierarchicalesociety,swherespeoplesfelteunablestoschallengeshise
aberrantebehaviour,sandswhereshescouldsdispense-giftsstosbuye
people’seloyalty.sHeswaseablestoemanipulatesinstitutions,eande
esindspowerlessepeople,swhoswouldsbesunlikelystosbe<believeds
ifstheyeeverstriedetoetellsthestruth.eHeswaseunfailinglysfawninge
tosthoseshesperceivedstocbesmorespowerfulethenshimself,sande
inveigledshisewayeintostheireshadowsetostrysandsuse«asperceivede
closenessetoshiseowneends.
Wescannotesaysthateineassocietysofscommoneownershipstheree
willenotebeesexualspredators,sabuserseandespsychopaths.sThee
sheeresnumbersofshumanseandsthesspreadsofehumansbehaviourse
meansthereswillsalwaysebestheschancesofesuchepeoplescroppinge
up.sWhateweecanesayeisethateineassiercelysegalitarianesociety,»
whereswesrecognisesthatewescansonlysbesasefreesaseweshelpe
eacheotherstosbe,speopleswillshavesthescouragestoscalletheire
fellowsstoeaccount.eWherespeoplesdon’tsfearsthessack,-fearsthes
boss,sjusteexpectsthespowerfulstocbehavesineabusesways,¢inesuche
associetystheelikeseofeSavileswillsbesmuchelesselikelystoeprosper.
Wherestheresaresnosbossess(realsorsimagined)sandspeoples
feelsthatethesleverseofepracticalepowersliesinstheireownehands,e

unablestosdealewithehim,eeithersthroughemisplacedsattitudesstoshisstacticsswouldenotework.s\Wherestheresisenospersonaleswealthe
suchebehaviour,eoreasfeelingethatsheswasstoochighlysconnected4osgivesouts(eithersinepettysgiftseorease‘charity’)sthereswillebesnos

needstoefawn,eandsnoewaysthateonesmanecansthreatenstostakes
hiseballsawaysandewreakedestructioneuponesociety.

meanseofeabuse.sHeringratiatedshimselfewithetheemanagemente Ofscourse,sbecausesSavilesworkedsonehiseapparentepoliticale

connections,speopleswillsremaineparanoidsthatetheresiseassecrete
nesteofeabuserseatetheshearteofeourssociety:sthateisstheereslections
ofeourepowerlessness,sandsbasede-onstheerealstruthsthatetheye
gainepowersfromesecrecysandsunaccountability.eThesfactethate
othereallegedeabusers,esucheasCyrilsSmitheandsGrevillesJanner,se
alsoeusedstheireaccessetosinstitutionsetoegratifystheirelustefore
powersshowsenotethatstheresisenecessarilysassecretecabaleatsthes
hearteofsthings,sbutsthatetheresiseassystematicepossibilitysofsthise
fedebystheswayesocietysiseorganised.

Asesuch,sweeneedstosfreesourselvessfromethesSavilessociety.
PIKeSMEET
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Take a !p from me?

You «p the waiter but not the cleaner, the taxi driver but not the bus driver. Should you ¢p in a
restaurant but not in a pub? Social customs, like *pping, dieer from country to country, from
situaeon to situaeon and change over *me. Here, lan Parkin explores the origins of ¢pping, its
geographical and social nuances, and suggests its subservient nature is an anachronism.

astopiceofesocialsetiquettesforecenturies.sTostipsorenotstoetip:e
howemuchetostipeandewhostoetip?*Recentenewsereportsesofe
highestreetecompanieseregardingstipseaseproeitthavesmade-thes
issueeevenemoreedivisive.
Wheneverslsgoetosacrestaurant,swhethereiteisswithefriends,»
familyeorelovedesones,swesalwayseendesupsdisagreeingeaboute
tipping.
lerecentlysbookedeastablecateasrestauranteandearrivingeearlys
waseshownetosthesbar.eThesbarmaneservingeoffered,soreshoulde
lesay,*persuadedemestocaddethescosteofstheedrinksstosmy-tables
bill.slswonderedewhyesinceslswaseofferingecash.sTheepennye
droppedeswhenethesbillearrived:sitewaseasgreatedealemoresoncee
taxeseandegratuitieseweresadded.
Therecisstheelegal,sgovernment-imposeds20+percente
ValueeAddedsTaxeandeas12+percenteservicescharge,swhich,sle
appreciate,isenoteobligatory.sYouecaneaskesforeitstoebesremoveds
butemustesufferstheesocialeembarrassmentsthatethiserequeste
involves.sButsthesexpendituresdoesenotestopsthere.s
Theeattendingestaffeask:s‘\Waseeverythingeokaysforsyouswithe
youremealsandstheeservice?’*Whicheverysmuchefeelslikesae
strongehintefor:e‘Don’teforgetemystip?’sWhenethiseisealleaddede
up,e12epercenteservice,sascustomarystipeofeateleaste10+percente
alongewithethes20epercentsVAT:smyebillshaserocketedsby-a°
whoppinge42+percente—ealmostehalfsthestotaleprice.
Oneanothereoccasion,swhenemakingeasreservationeateas
differenterestaurant,slewaseinformedsthatethesrestaurante
levieseas10epercentemusicechargeeforethesentertainmente
provided.eInesmalleprinteatsthesbottomeofetheiremenusitealsos
statesethateas12+percenteserviceechargeswouldsbesaddedstoe
theseinalebill,»and,strue-tosform,sthesstaffewereestillsanglingefore
theiretip.

I tehaseeilledsthespageseofscountlessetouristeguidessandsbeens
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Furthermore,slsamegivenctosunderstandsthate10epercente
iseincreasinglysbeingeconsideredsaseasderisorysgratuity.sIne
theeUSAsbetweene15¢percenteande20spercenteisenowsthee
thresholdeofesocialsacceptability,sifeyousdon’tswantstoebes
brandedeas'Canadian’s(thesinsultingstermeforeasmeanstipper).

So,tostipeorenotetostipsthen,thateisethesquestion.sIte
confrontseuseinesoemanyesocialesituationsethesesdays.*But,*
beforeelsattemptetoeoffersansopinioneonsthessubject,stheres
aresasnumbereofsfactorsetoeconsider;snotsleaststheshistoricale
origins,sthescultural,ssocialsandeeconomicetraditionseand,snote
toeforget,etheepoliticaleramisications.s

Itsisegenerallysbelievedsthatsthescustomeofstippingebegane
inethestavernseofeEnglandsinethesT"tentury.ePatronsewoulde
offerstheirswaitersoreserveresomesmoney, s ToeInsuresPrompte
Service',smakingethesacronymeas‘tip’eThespracticesseemsetos
havesquicklyscaughteoneandesoonespreadesamongsthestaverns,s
pubseanderestaurantseofsthestime.

Similarly,guestsewhoestayedeineprivateshomesearoundsthise
timeswouldepay*moniesstosthesservantseaseasgift;stheseegiftse
weresknownease‘vails’.*Howeversthespracticesofsvailsepredatese
tippingeandeasefarsbackeasethesl€enturysandeearlier,sduringe
feudalstimes,slordseandsladiesewhostravelledsthesdirteroadse
ofsEnglandswouldegivesascoinstoslongbowmenstoeensurestheire
safetyeofepassage.

Oneepopularemisconceptioneissthatstippingestartedsinsthes
USAssincestheyearesthessocietysthatepromoteseandschampionse
tippingemoresthaneanysother.sInsfact,suntilsthesearlys20the
century,»’Americanseviewedetippingeaseinconsistentewithethes
valueseofeaneegalitarian,s«democraticesocietysandeatevariances
withstheeprincipleseofstheeFoundingeFathers.e

TheeUS,unlikesEurope,shadenoearistocraticetraditionsbute
wasefoundedesonsthesconstitutionalsprinciplesthate‘allemens
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aresborneequal’sTheeaftermatheofsthesCivils\Waresawewealthye
AmericansebeginningetostravelstosEuropecinesignisicante
numbers,eandereturningehomestosthesStatesstheysbroughte
theetipetraditionswithesthemsetoedemonstratestheirestatuseande
sophisticationeasswell-heeledsandswell-travelled.
And,easetippingespread,slikes‘evilsinsectseandsweeds’s
accordingetoedlewsYorkeTimerporteine1897,smanye
thoughteitewassincompatibleswitheAmerica’ssdemocratice
ideals.*Tipping,*andetheearistocraticeideasiteexemplisies,’
commentatorsesaid,*‘isswhateweslefteEurope-tosescape.’
Oppositionetoetippingswasenotelimitedstosthesmediasand,*
iN*1904;sthesAnti-TippingeSocietysofsAmericassprangeupeine
Georgia.»100,000smembersesignedepledgesenotetostipsanyones
foreacyear.sLeagueseofstravellingesalesmeneopposedsthe-tip,*
asedidemostelaboureunions.sIne1909+Washingtonebecamesthes
sirsteofesixestatesetoepasseancanti-tippingelaw.s
WilliameScottewroteeaestingingediatribeeagainstethespractices
inehisebook,¥hesltchingsPalnineitethescondemnssthespolicysofe
payingeforeasservicestwices—e'onceetosthesemployereandeagaine
tostheeemployee’.sHescriticisesetippingsase‘democracy’ssmortale
foe'sthatecreatese‘asservilesattitudesforsasfee’.
‘InstheeAmericansdemocracy, *Scottecautioned,*‘tosbesserviles
issincompatibleswithecitizenship’.es'Everystipegivensinethes
UnitedeStateseiseasbloweateoursexperimentsinedemocracy.Thes
customeannouncesetosthesworld...sthateweesdosnotebelievee
practicallysthate‘allemenearescreated-equal’.sUnlesseaswaiters
canebesasgentleman,sdemocracyeiseasfailure.slfeanysformeofe
serviceeisemenial,sdemocracyeiseasfailure.sThosesAmericanse
whoedislikeeself-respecteineservantsearesundesirablescitizens;e
theyebelongeineanearistocracy.
Scottecontinues:«‘Ifstippingeiseun-American,ssomeeday,*
somehow,eitewillsbeeuprootedelikesAfricaneslavery.’
Onesperiodicaleofsthessameserasdeploredstippingsfore
creatingeasclasseofeworkersewhoereliedsone‘fawningsforefavors’.
Butehostilitystostippingewasenotelimitedstosthosespreviouslye
mentioned.«Someeproprietorsealsosregardedstipsease
equivalentetosbribingeansemployeestoedossomethingsthatewase
otherwisesforbidden,ssucheasstippingeaswaiterstoegeteaslargere
portioneofefood.
Andemoreesbroadlysinssociety,stips,egratuitieseandegiftssweree
viewedepejoratively;stoecurrysfavour,esecuresascontract,stoswine
asbideoregaineansunfaireadvantage.
Despitesthiseopposition,ewhilesdinerseandeserversealikes
haven'testoppedegrumblingesincecaboutsthessystemeofetipping,*
thereswasenoeseriouselegislativeseffortstoeendetheepractice.
Prohibition,swheneintroducede«ine1919,smadesthessales
ofealcohol«illegaleand+hadeashugecimpacteonshotelseande
restaurantsewhichelosteasmajorerevenuesstream.sTheeresultinge
sinancialepressuresconvertedsproprietorsetoewelcomestippinge
aseaswayeofesupplementingeemployeeswages.sContrarystoe
popularebelief,stippingedidenotenecessarily-arisesbecause-ofe
servers’slowewagese—theswaitersprofessionswaserelativelys
wellspaideinstheseraswhenstippingebecamercinstitutionalised.*
Andstippingepersisted.
Theenewelawserarelyswereesenforced,sandswhenstheyswere,e
theyedidenoteholdsupeinecourt.sBy+1926,eeverysanti-tippingeslawe
hadebeenerepealed.
Ultimately,sevensthoseswho,ineprinciplesopposedsthee
practicesfoundsthemselvessunablestoestiffstheireservers.s
SamuelsGompers,sPresidenteofsthesAmericansFederationofe
Laboureandeasleadingeeiguresofsthesanti-tippingemovement,e
admittedsthatehee‘followedethesusualscustomeofegivingetips’.
IneBritaineafterstheeSecondsWorldsWar,stheeperiodsbecamee
knowneasetheepost-wareconsensuse(1945.-1979)sduringe
whichetimeebothethesConservativesandsthesLabouresharede
commonegroundsonepolicy.
NationalisedeIndustriesesucheasethesthen.GeneralsPoste
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Ofeices(GPO)sstrongly-discouragedstheirestaffefromeacceptinge
gratuitieseandelocaleauthorityeworkersesucheaserefuses
collectionshade‘noegratuities’smarkedeonstheirevehicles.
Thesprocesseofetippingeitselfeisswhimsicaleandsambiguous.e
Thespeoplesthatetipetendstochavesgoldeneruleseaboutewhostoe
tipsthat,sinefact,sdosnotestandeupstoescrutinyswhensanalysed.s
Peoplestipswhenstravelling.sTheystendetostipstaxicabedrivers,e
whoearesinsfacteself-employed,sbutstheysdoenotstipeasbuse
driver,sa-trainedrivereoreaneairlinespilot.
Peopleswhostipswhenedining,stipeaswaitereorewaitresse
ineasrestaurantebutenoteineascafé,scoffeesshopeorean-airlines
steward.eFurthermore,stheyedoenoteleavestipssforetheskitchens
orecleaningestaffsthatecontributedetowardsethemeenjoyinge
theireevening.e
Tippingeissthereforesbothecapriciouseandeillogicaleands
engenderseac‘doffethescap’smentality.eHowever,soneaspositivee
note,sitedoeseaffordethesindividualsthesopportunitystosexpresse
theireappreciationsforeasjobewelledone.sButeiteshouldsofecoursee
bestheenormethateasjobeisewellsdonesandsnotethesexception.
Tippingeiseane.anomalyeandesnoteallstipsegetetocbeskeptebye
thesintendederecipient.sWheneastipeissincludedeineascredite
cardepayment,stheresisenosguaranteesthatetheepersonsitewase
intendedsforewillsreceivesiteandsfurthermorestheyshavesnoe
rightstoeit.
Manysestablishmentseoperatesas'Troncesystem’sundere
whichealletipsearescollectedsbysthesTroncmaster,sthesmoniese
aresthenepooledsandesharedsbetweeneallsemployees,sbothe
fronteofehousesandesbackeroomestaff.
Differentecountrieseacrossethesworldehavesveryedifferente
attitudesetoetipping.eThroughouteEuropestippingeisenote
expected,ealthoughsthecbillsiseoftensroundedsupeoresomeesmalle
changecleft,easeineSpain.cIneFrancestippingeisenoteexpectedsbute
asserviceschargeriseaddedstoetheehill.sIn°China,sHongsKongeande
Singaporeriteisenoteexpectedeexcepteinecertainesituations.
leamereliablysinformedethateNewsZealandeonceesdisplayeds
aesigneinstheireairportearrivalseloungestostheseffectethat:e‘Oure
peoplecarespaidegoodswageseandstheresissnosneedeforstipping’.
AndeineJapaneleunderstandethatstippingeiserarelysseensandsanye
directeoffereofemoneyeissviewedesaserude.
IneBritainstheresiseaslegalsminimumewagesineplacestosensures
thatepeoplesdoenoterelysonethes‘gracesandsfavour’sofeasno-wages
orelow-wageeeconomy,swherestipsearesofteneusedstosmakesupe
wages.
TomeBishop,*headeofetravelsinsuranceeateDirecteLinessaid:®
‘OurelawsepreventsrestaurantseineBritainefromeusingetipsetoe
upesalaries,smeaningethatetheresisenoteaneestablishedstippinge
cultureeinethesUK.’
Itscansbecarguedethatewesshouldsnotesupportetippingebute
striveeforeincreasesstosminimumewageseandetoelessenesthee
disparitysofewealth.sFurthermore,siteisedifeicultstoesupporteFaye
Maschler’'ssideasofeaslegally-enforcedeserviceschargasninge
Standarde28-Auguste2015).sRestaurantseshouldspaystheire
stafferealistic,slivingewages.Whethereastipsoreservicescharges
iseexpectedeorelegallysimposedstoesupplementelowswages;siteise
inefacteexploitationsofebothestaffeandecustomers.
Tippingeiseaneanachronismethateeindseitserootseineclass-
basedesocietysandeencouragesestaffstocbessubservient.sAllsthes
timesthatewessindeourselveselivingeinetheemoney-orientated,*
capitalistesystemewesshoulderejectethesnotionsofstippinge
andegratuitieseinefavoursofeincreasedswageseandeasmoree
egalitarianesociety.
Thesrealisationeofeassocialistesystemewouldesofecourses
renderstheewholesprocesseofecapitalismeaseassocialeeconomice
systemeredundante—eandstippingeswitheit.
IAN°PARKIN
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DowneMexicodNay

R T il — ) . Stare(30+January).
FromeleOctober,e2014+t0°30°September,+2015134,000¢
centrale’Americans,smanyeofsthemeunaccompaniedschildren,e
ledenorth,sonlystosberarrestedsby-thesAmericaneauthorities.e
Manyeofsthemedon’tegetsthatefar.sTheysaresapprehended,eore
evenekilledsbeforestheysreachesthesUnitedeStatessborder,eeithers
bystheepolicesoresbyenarco-gangs.sApproximately+153,000¢
Guatemalans,sHonduranseandsSalvadoranseweresdeporteds
backesoutheine2015+alone.cAsfeweattemptetoereturnenortheagaine
almostsimmediatelysdespitestheerisks.
AseineEuropesandsthesMiddlesEast,sthereearecalwaysesmugglere
gangseofferingeupstosthreeeattemptsstoegetewould-besmigrantse
Rt intostheeUS.eTheecostserangesfromebetween«$5,000-ands
. 9 ~ : $10,000.sMore-and-more-ofsthesmigrants,sevenstheyssucceed-ins
e T gettingeintosthesUnitedsStates,saresbeingecaughteandsdeported.
m-.{sleeping by.a railway! Whyedoetheystry?sWhyearestheyssosdesperate?

— - Mostearespeasants,sowningelittlesorenoslandeorspropertylesse
BILLIONAIRE*PRESIDENTIAL<hopeful,sDonaldeTrump,shase workers,softenesunemployedeandedesperatelyspoor.eThenstheree
pledgedsthat,sifshesbecomesePresidentsofethesUnitedsStates,* isetheegang,sdrug-relatedeviolence.sSan<PedrosSulasineHondurase
heewillsbuildeas3,145<kilometres-longewalleorsfencesbetweene isesaidstosbesthesworld'sssecond-mosteviolent,snon-warzones
thesUSeandeMexico,toskeepeoutealleMexicanseandsothersLatin-city,sfollowedsbysSansSalvador..Manysmurdersearesgang-related;»

Mexican

Americans. fewearesprosecuted.sParentsearecafraidetosletetheirechildrene
Betweene1965+ande2015°moresthane16emillionsMexicanse  playsinsthesstreets.sAndsinethesUS?
migrated,slegally-orsillegally,stosthesUS.sBetween+2009+and. MigrationetosAmerica,showever,sisenoteallconesway.sBetweene

2014+870,000+came,saccordingetosthesPewsResearcheCenter.c 2009+and+2014smoresMexicanseleftetheeUSethanemigratede
Aboute5.7emillionearescurrentlyslivingeinsthescountryeillegally,s  intosthescountrys-probablysupstoconesmillion.Thesgrasssine
butetheysdosnotecome,soreattemptetoecome,sjustefromeMexico.c America,sitewouldeseem,swasenosgreenersthansitswasesouthesofe
TheyearesfromeGuatemala,sHonduraseand«EleSalvador.eTheye theeborder.sCapitalismeiseeverywhere.
attemptetoereacheAmericasviasMexico.«'Iteiselikecasfever..PeoplePETER*E.sNEWELL

aresdesperate,’ ssayseonesHonduranebystelephonestostbesntos

STOP VOTINGO KEEP CAPITALISM GOI G

The Socialist Party is conteseng 3 of the 14 consetuencies in the Greater London
Assembly eleceons on 5 May. Here is our eleceon leacet.

Socialism isn’t about paying bens The glori'ed talking shop of the ra"onally.
taxing the rich or natlyionalising Greater London Assembly is just To start to make that change, vote
industries. about managing the costs of keeping for the SOCIALIST PARTY candidate

Itis wan"ng us all to be free and inequality going. The SOCIALIST PAR@&lpeople know, and then come join
equals running things for our own wants wealth and power owned and us. The more people who do that, th
bendt. controlled by everyone. sooner we can change the world.

Democracy should mean all have We are seeking a stop to elec"ng
an equal say in running things. But  people who redistribute poverty and

today we don't all bene!t equally. We run the world for the rich. The SOCIALIST PARTY candidates
are running society on behalf of the When a majority of ustand !'rm Lambeth & Southwark: Kevin PARKI
people who own it. and demand that the wealth of the  North East (Islington, Hackney,
In our workplaces, we co-operate  world is brought into common and  Waltham Forest): Bill MARTIN
and produce wealth together. democa"c ownership we will be able South West (Hounslow, Kingston,
Everyone’s work is equally needed. to peacefully make the change. Richmond): Adam BUICK
But we don't benel!t equally. The When that happens, we will be
people who really bene!t, are those  freed from bosses, loan sharks and  The campaigns are being conducted
who own the world. landlords. We will be able to produce by |ocally by the branches. O<ers to
We cannot be free while we work  wealth to supply the needs for all. help out with leasesng and street
for them and not ourselves. We will be able to work less stalls should go, respecevely, to

Real freedom comes from power.  because we won’t be was"ng our Head Oece, North London and West
Today real power comes from owning “me protec”ng the privilege of a few. | ondon branches (see page 8 for
wealth. So long as a minority own the We would no longer need money, contact details).
wealth, they will have the power and buying or selling. We could share the
the freedom, we won't. wealth we make among ourselves
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Corirma"on bias

A new series of aeles about rasonal thinking - and

King out contradic!ons: Charles Darwi

.

by G Richmond

had also, during many years, followed a golden
I rule, namely, that whenever a published fact, a new
observation or thought came across me, which was

opposed to my general results, to make a memorandum of

it without fail and at once; for | had found by experience

that such facts and thoughts were far more apt to escape

from the memory than favourable ones. Owing to this

habit, very few objections were raised against my views

which | had not at least noticed and attempted to answer”

(Charles Darwin).
Ineorderetosbesable-toseffectivelysevaluatesargumentse

andepointseofeviewsiteissnecessarysnoteonlystochavesasgoode

knowledge-«ofslogiceandelogicalsfallaciesebutealsostochaveesane

insighteintosthespsychologicaleprocessessthatecontributestoethes

formationeofeourebeliefs.sWe-allstendstoegreatlysunderestimates

oursownecapacitysforeself-deception.sThesdesiresisetossees

ourselveseasefullysrationalebeingsebutetosdoesorciseaneacteofe

self-deception.sAseexperimentalepsychologistsehavesfound,e

weeallearessubjectetoecognitivesbiaseseandehavesthescapacitye

toerationalisescompletely-falsesbeliefs.sBye‘cognitivesbias’swes

meaneasfrequentlysobservedstendencystoserrorsthatepeoples

makerinethesjudgmenteofeinformation.eSomesofsthese-effectse

arescausedebysmentaleshortcutseusedswhensmakingedecisionse
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how to do it beeer

oresjudgments,stheseearescalleds'heuristics’.eSomesaresthes
resulteofemotivation,eparteofeansunconsciouseprocesseinewhiche
ourebrainsetryetoegelealleourswants,sdesiresesandsbeliefseintosae
coherentewhole.eOveretheslastsfewedecadeseaslongelisteofstheses
biaseseandeheuristicsshassbeenscatalogued.
AseDarwinenoted,sunconsciouslysorenot,we-allchave-as
tendencyetoslooksforeevidencesthatesupportsewhatswesalreadye
believeeandsignoreeoreforgetethatewhichedoesenot.sThiseisecalleds
the«conlirmation bias eandsiteiseperhapsesthesmostesimportante
toeknoweofeallsthescognitivesbiases.eForeexample,stakesthes
supposedslinksbetweeneasfullemoonsandedramaticechangessine
humanebehaviour.eDespitestheresbeingenossigni icantestatisticale
evidencessupportingethesclaim,sthesideasstillspersistseinsthee
popularesimagination.sPeoplesremembersanderecalleallsthee
instancessthateseeminglyssupportsthesnotioneandedisregarde
oreforgetesthesmanysmoresinstancessthatedosnot.Caseseofe
non-eventsedoenotestickeasewelleinstheememory.«Oreconsiders
theeresultseasscienti icestudy.slfetheeconclusioneofethesstudy.
supportseasbeliefsthateweealreadysholdedearsweesaccepteiteasea
good,esolidestudy.sIfethesconclusioneofsthesstudyscontradictseoure
cherishedebelief,sweearesgoingetoelooksmuchemorescarefullysfore
potentiale lawseandstrystos indesomeewaystoedismisseit,swesmaye
evenebeslesselikelyetoerecallsitsinethesfuture.
Let'setrysaneexperiment.sTakesthesnumberse4,¢8,¢16eand32.¢
Tryeandeguessethesrulesthatewaseusedetoemake-thesprecedinge
sequence.sNowewritesassequenceeofedifferentenumbersethateyoue
couldeusestostesteyourstheory.sWriteeassecondssequencesthate
againecouldebesusedstostestethestheory.«Chancesearesyoushaves
justewrittenstwoesetseofedoublingenumbers.sIfeyouchave,sthise
issasdemonstrationeofongruence bias ,»somethingsthatecane
leadstoecon irmationebias,sitsisethestendencyetostesteoursowne
theoriesebutenotetosalsostestealternativestheories.Thesactuale
ruleswasesimplysthateeachenumberebesgreatersthansthesones
precedingeit.eTostestethateastheoryeisstruesweshavestoeseekestos
discon irmeit,sthesmistakeswasetoecomesupewitheashypothesise
andsthenerepeatedlyslookeforecasessthatecon irmeiteratherethane
testingeiteagainsteotherscompetingepossibilities.eUnchecked,»
thisetendencyscansleadspeoplestoe irmlysholdeconclusionsethate
mayehaveenoestatisticalsbasissinereality.
Thestendencystowardsecon irmationebiaseiseancinescapablee
parteofebeingehuman.slteisesosengrainedsthateitswasenoteuntilsthes
methodseofescienceswereefullyedevelopedsthateweshadeastoolstoe
helpscountersit.eTostrystoeavoidebiaseineourslivessweesshouldstakee
achintefromeDarwineandedeliberatelysseeksouteandetakesnote-ofe
whateappearsetoecontradicteourscurrentsbeliefs.

DJP

“I've been teaching for 30 years, and | find this to be one
of the best short films | have ever used” DOUG BROWN,
PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS, NORTH ARIZONA
UNIVERSITY

CAPITAY
4 """ Kids Sfu?
¥

Capitalism and Other Kids’ Stuff is a short film from
The Socialist Party which questions some of the most
basic assumptions about life in capitalism.

For a copy, complete the order form on page 7
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doesn’t have to be permanent.
Our weekend of talks and discussion looks at the role of money
in our socigy. In what ways does money a*ect how we think

and behae? How does the economy really func'on? How did
money come to be such a dominant force? We also look forward

0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 (O & MONeYless socialist society, which will be — in more than one

Money 'ows through every aspect of society, and therefore

sense of the word — free.

a*ects every aspect of our lives. What possessions we have, the Full residental cost (including accommodaton and meals
e&ciency of the services we use, and how we are supposed to Friday evening to Sunday a"ernoon) is £100. The concessionary

value ourselves are all shaped by the money system.

rate is £50. Day visitors are welcome, but please book in advance.

We're encouraged to think of the economy in much the same  T0 book a place, send a cheque (payable to the Socialist Party

way as we think about the weather — something changeable,

of Grat Britain) to Summer School, Su%on Farm, Aldborough,

but always there. When the climate is ‘good’, life feels brighter. Boroughbridge, York, YO51 9ER, or book online through the QR
When the climate is ‘bad’, we huddle down un!l we can ride outcode or at h%p://spgb.net/summerschool2016. E-mail enquiries
the storm. Although we'll always have the weather, the economy© SPgbschool@yahoo.co.uk

-f- - ‘13 a—’q-_! #"‘éiff‘!-
cooking the books

McDonnell’semantra

LABOUR SHADOW Chancellor John
McDonnell is apparently going around
repea!ng the mantra ‘Investment,
investment, investment’ as the solu'on
to the woes of Bri!sh capitalism. Labour
aclvist Michael Burke wrote jus!fying
this in Ken Livingstone’s onlifgocialist
Economic Bullesron 25 February.

Heestartedsoffewelleenough:

‘... contrary to George Osborne (and
those on the le" who are confused
and echo him) it is not possible for
consump!on, or wages to lead economy
recovery.’

This is very true. What drives
capitalism is not sa!sfying consump!on,
not even paying consump!on, but
inves!ng capital with a view to pro#t.

worked, is measured by an index of total
nalonal output divided by an index of
total hours worked.

Normally it goes slowly up as output
increases faster than hours worked due
to workers producing more in the same
period of Ime. But it can also go down.
An obvious reason for this would be if
output increases less than hours worked.

There are other reasons why
produc!vity might fall, to do with
the way it is calculated, which Burke
men!ons, such as ‘the changing
composi'on of output, with the decline
of relalvely high produc!vity sectors and
the increase of low produc!vity ones.’
He rejects these as an explana!on of
the current ‘produc!vity problem’ of
Bri!sh capitalism, arguing that it is due
to output not having risen fast enough.
Others &abribute it to hours worked
not falling enough as employers were
not ruthless enough in sacking workers
during the slump, preferring to hang on
to them while wai!ng for the recovery.

Output has been rising recently but,

He notes that this has been
happening:

‘In the UK produc!ve capacity is being
scrapped. This is not because there is no
unsa!s#ed demand in the UK economy.
On the contrary, there is both a scarcity
of necessi'es, such as housing and
healthcare and other areas, as well as
a large trade de#cit. The produc!ve
capacity is being scrapped because its
owners cannot make pro#ts, or do not
an!cipate su&cient pro#ts in a situalon
of growing compe!!on and sluggish
growth in consump'on ...’

Again, true enough. But he thinks this
can be remedied by the state inves!ng
to increase produc!ve capacity leading
to an increase in output, so ge$ng
produc!vity to go on rising again.

That'’s the theory but (quite apart
from where the state is going to get the
money to irvest) there’s a 'aw. If private
capitalist #rms are not inves!ng because
they ‘do not an!cipate su&cient pro#ts
in a situalon of growing compe!!on’,
the state inves!ng in their place won't

Only an increase in such investment can gyrke argues, not fast enough to increasehange this. The investment would
lead capitalism out of a slump. Burke is  produc!vity because producl!ve capacity s!ll be unpro#table and so be no

crilcising here a wide sec!on of the le",

(i.e, the capacity to produce output) has

more sustainable than the increase in

including the TUC which a year ago last fajlen. He understands capitalism enoughconsump!on he cricises others on the
October organised a march on the themeyq realise why this happens:

of ‘Britain Needs A Pay Rise’ arguing that « gl capitalist economies are

‘ge$ng money into people’s pockets is
essemal to securing a strong economy.’
Burke’s argument is that the current

problem of Brilsh capitalism (for that
is his concern) is a fall and stagna!on in
producl!vity. This, as output per hour

18

determined by the realisalon of pro#t

... Pro#t is the raison d’étre. As a result,
if pro#ts are declining, or by scrapping
unpro#table plant or machinery pro#ts
will increase, it is quite usual for
produc!ve capacity to be scrapped.’

le" for advoca!ng. It is only pro#table
investment that can lead the capitalist
economy out of a slump, and pro#ts are
not something that the state can conjure

up.
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science exists in a changing poliecal and social
context which shapes how it develops. In this
series, poliecians and scienests are depicted as
secreeve, self-serving and blinkered, suppressing
awareness of unwanted side e#ects to further
their own interests Survivorg1975 — 1977) used
the stareng point of a pandemic wiping out most
of the populason to explore themes of replacing
capitalist insetueons, communal living and self-
su%ciency. These dramas are less overtly poliecal,
perhaps because they aren’t based in real situasons. The
THE PHRASE ‘cops ‘n’ frocks’ hascenario described in nuclear war drandae War Gamé1965)
been used to sum up the current state of Briesh TV drama, and Threads(1984) fortunately hasn't happened either, although
with its lazy reliance on crimél@ppy ValleySilent Witnes®tc.)  these plays clearly criscised real-life government policies about
and the pastCall The MidwifeDownton Abbey)The range of J)reparing for and supposedly coping with armageddon.
dramas has narrowed considerably from previous decades, and Even children’s programmes occasionally tackled serious
the idea of televised drama being used to voice radical poliecal ma"ers without talking down to their audienc&loah’s Castle
ideas or crisque social trends is sadly now more old-fashioned (1980) was set in a near future where rockesng in*ason leads
than a cathode ray tube. to scarcity of basic commodiees. The school-baGednge
From the 1960s, many plays found their homes in anthology Hill (1978 - 2008) examined issues such as drug addiceon and
series, a format which is as obsolete as poliecal drama itself.  pullying as well as criecising the e#ects of funding cuts to

Theatre 6251964 — 1968) featured dramassasons Dfie educason.
Ragged Trousered Philanthropistsd works by George Orwell, By the mid-‘80sGrange Hilbecame less vocal about
August Strindberg and Frana!E. More widely remembered government educason policies arRlay For Todalad had its

are The Wednesday Pl¢$964 — 1970) and its succes$day For day. Television drama was no longer a place to consciously voice
Today(1970 — 1984). Their emphasis was on original screenplaygliscal ideas, and instead the emphasis shi&ed to discussing
rather than adaptasons, and therefore they concentrated on more personal issues through soap operas sudBassEnders

more immediate issues which otherwise might not have receivegnhd Brookside Soaps are more about juggling characters’

much public a"enson. Around 600 plays were produced in relasonships than ideas, so the format doesn’t lend itself to
these three BBC series, many of which were lost when their exploring the impact of poliecal and economic forces.

tapes were wiped in the belief that they had exhausted their The mid-‘90s saw the $nal *owering of poliecal TV drama. By
economic poten<al. Notable produceons include two plays this sme, the documentary style of previous decades was going
about homelessness wri"en by Jeremy Sandford, who slept  out of fashion, although the sense of anger remair@drdiac

rough as part of his researcBathy Come - | S Arrest(1994 — 1996) was a serial based
Home(1966) showed a young family’s on the experiences of writer Jed Murcurio
downward spiral into homelessness, whili when he worked in hospital. He describes
Edna The Inebriate Womgh971) followed a health service where sta# have to rely on
a woman’s life on the streets and in hoste cynicism and cu+ng corners to cope with
prison and a psychiatric hospitdlhe the hierarchies and impossible workloads.
Spongerg1978) showed the devastaeng Our Friends In The Nor(h996) was Peter
et#tects of welfare cuts on services for Flannery’s ‘state of the nason’ play, spanning
disabled peopleThe Black Stu(1980) thirty years in the lives of four people
by Alan Bleasdale told the story of $ve E= | shaped by changing housing policy, police
Liverpudlian tarmac layers whose strugg| corrupeon and the miners’ strike. The plot of
with unemployment were subsequently = Alan Bleasdale&BH(1992) echoed events
described in its sequel seridie Boys Fror|=== in the early ‘80s when Militant in*uenced
The Blackstu!(1982). i the Labour Party and Liverpool city council.
As well as Bleasdale and Sandford, oth@ The other poliecal dramas of the 1990s also
prominent $Im-makers included director L had their roots in previous decades; Tony
Ken Loach, producer Tony Garne" and | Garne" was an execusve producer 6ardiac
writer Jim Allen. Outside the anthology Arrest and a"empts to bringdur Friends In
strands, Loach worked with them on The Northto the screen began since it was
The Rank And Fi{@971), based on the performed as a stage play in 1982.

Pilkington Glass strike which took place All these plays passionately examine how
in a climate of trade union leaders being seen as too close to  people with li"le power or in*uence react to wider economic
a government proposing laws against uno%cial strikeys and poliscal forces. They tend to be from a le&-wing, rather
Of Hope(1975), which followed a family in the years a&er the  than a revolusonary viewpoint, but sell present experiences and
First World War, and’he Price Of Co@l977) about a Yorkshire  sjtuasons from which we can draw our own conclusions. Why is
colliery community. television no longer an outlet for this kind of expression? These
These plays are remembered as being ‘gri"y’, focusing on  days, the BBC doesn’t want to alienate the government in case
hardship and aiming for realism by being $Imed as if they were thjs leads to further funding cuts. It places more weight than it
documentaries. However, the anthology format allowed for used to on its supposed ‘impareality’. Any programme which
di#ering styles and messages, and even Ken Loach made an presents a di#erent viewpoint to acceptance of the status quo
o'eat musical for The Wednesday Pla@ther BBC series were \ould be seen as ‘pareal’, and therefore would not be produced.
thought experiments o#ering ‘what if...” scenarios about possibleven documentaries which expose injuseces and corrupson
drasec changes to societiroomwatch(1970 — 1972) was setin  presuppose that the basic set-up of society is sound. This doesn't
a $c-onal government department which inves-gated threats mean that successors of Loach, Garne", Allen and the others are
from sciens$c developments, such as gene=c engineering and clamouring to make poliscal dramas and ge+ng knocked back

behaviour modi$cason. Distrust Of the no-o_n of sciene$c by conservasve TV execusves. What few successors they have
progress runs througBPoomwatchlike words in a seck of rock.  probably realise that it's not even worth trying.

‘Progress’ has connotasons of conenual improvements, but MIKE FOSTER
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Book Reviews

NobodysGoverns?

Anthony<King:*» WhoeGovernseBritain»
Penguin<£8.99.

It'seasgoode
guestion,eandsKinge
surveysstwelves
possiblesanswers,e
fromevoterseandse
partyememberse
toeMPseandethee
media.*Onesthemes
ofsthesbookeise
thatethee'classic’
formeofepost-ware
government,e
whichelastedstillthee1970s,*noslongere
holds.eTheepoliticalspowereofsspeciale
advisersehaseincreased;sfewerspoliticianse
nowehavesextensivesexperiencesofe
workingeoutsideepolitics;sministerseares

Anthony King

expected-to-be-more-pro-active,-and-civil-d

servantsenoslongereprovidesthemswithe
knowledgeablescritiqueseofesgovernmente
policy;eparliamentarysselectccommitteese
aresmorecindependent-mindedsthane
previously,sandethesjudiciarysplayseas
largererolesthaneiteusedesto.sButeones
wondersswhateeffecteallethisshaseonsthee
majorityeofstheepopulation.

common.eThatchersgreatlyedislikeds
vestedsinterestse(well,ssomesofethem,s
anyway),eandstradesunionsearesnos
longersanywhereeneareasein luentialease
theysonceswere.sSomesinterestsearesnote
of iciallysorganisedeasesuch,sandetheree
iseasbriefereferencestoe‘theswelleoff’,e
describedease‘thesdominanteinterest’,s
withenoerealecompetitors.eButstheresise
absolutelysnoerecognitionsofethespowere

revolutionaryestrategyswhichedoesn’te
appearearchaic.e
Katchedoesehisebeststoeattempte
this,butefailsemiserably.sHesfetishisese
workers’scouncilse(soviets)sasethes
ultimateeformeofedemocraticeexpressione
forsthesworkingeclassewithouteevere
explainingewhystheseearosesineRussias
andeotherecountrieseinethes irsteplaces
(backwardepoliticaledevelopmenteande

ofstheeoneepercent,sandshowegovernmentdackeofematuritysofsbourgeoisepoliticale

policiesedefendsthem.sMurdoch’se
in luencesonepoliticiansederivesefromehise

democracy).sHeealsos—easeissthescaseswithe
mosteTrotskyistse—econvenientlysforgetse

mediaspower,sbutehisereasonsforeexertinge toementionsthateitswassthe*Bolshevikse
itstheswayeheesdoeseiseduestochisepositions whoesmashedesthesworkers’scouncilse

aseaccapitalist.

King’se inaleansweretoshisequestioneise
thate‘noeonesinstitutionsandecertainlys
noeonecindividual’ >governseBritain.eHee
setseouteacratherefeeblesproposalsforeas
‘Nordicestyle’ssystem,eswherespartiesetrye
toeaccommodate-theiredisagreements.s
Butethisewillemakeesnoesubstantiale
ifference,sforeiteisecapitalismeandsthes
capitalisteclassethaterule,ssomethinge
mosteacademiceobserverseofspoliticsefails
tOeSpOt.eeee
PB

FunnyePeculiar

Kingemakesethesimportantepointsthate
theeUKeisenoteremotelysassovereigne
state,eonespossessingesupremespowers

DannyeKatch.«Socialisme.s.e.eSeriously
Chicago..HaymarketsBooks.=2015.

oversitseowneaffairs.slteisesubjectetoe
manyeinternationaleorganisations,smoste
obviouslyethesEU,*butealsosthesUN,*NATC
G7,IMF,*WorldsHealthsOrganisatione
andesoeon.Multinationalecompaniesearee
extremelyepowerfulstoo.sMoresgenerally,e
theeUK?eiseaffectedsbysimpersonalemarkete
forcese(i.e.sthesupseandsdownseofsworlde
capitalism).eQuiteeapartefromethescurrente
recession,ethereswassthesmassiveeloans
fromethesIMFein+1976,*forcedeonethee
governmenteaftersforeign-exchangee
reservesedrainedsaway.Backein*1931,e

duringethesGreateDepression,a+'National’s

governmentswaseformedeaftereoverseass
investorselostecon idencerinsthesminoritye
Labouregovernment.
Aneinterestingechapteredealsewithethes
media,swhoereporteonenearlyseverythinge
exceptetheirsownerelationsswithe
ministerseandepartyeleaders.sRadiosande
TVeareslegallysrequiredetosbecimpartiale
(1),*butenoesucherestrictionseapplystoe
theepress.sRupertsMurdocheexerciseds
enormousein luencesovereTonyeBlair,
andeswasedescribedeasesometimessmoree
powerfulethansthesPrimesMinister.sManye
politiciansearescowedsby-fearsofshavinge
theemediacridiculesthemeoredelvesintos
theireprivate-life.
Oneeschapterscoverse'interests’,s
peoplesoregroupsewithesomescausesine

20

Katchehase
producedewhatsise
inemanyswayseane
engagingeattempte
toeintroducee
socialisteandeanti-
capitalisteideasetoe
peopleswhoeares
curiouseorsjuste
vaguelyeinterested.»
Iteiseachumorous,®

ism

Socia
...Serwonfly

A Brief Guide to Human Liberation
Danny Katch

ineRussiaswhenstheyswereenoslongers
convenienteandedidenotesubmitetosthes
ironewilleofsLenineandehisefollowers.e
Furthermore,sanysideasthatecountriese
likeetheeUSeorsthesUKewillsinethes21
centurysspontaneouslyscreatessovietse
aseaemeanseofebringingeabouteassocialiste
revolutionesoundsefantasticalsandeother-
worldly,easeindeedeiteis.
Theeconceptioneadvancedsofewhate
socialismeisealsostendsetosbesconfused.s
Thereeisenoeclearsandeconsistente
sensesthateitsinvolvessthescreatione
oferelationshipssthatehavesrendereds
theede iningecategorieseofecapitalisme
obsoletes—iesworkingesforewages,sthes
accumulationeofecapitaleouteofepro its,e
theeproductionsofegoodseforesalesoneas
marketeandedistributioneofegoodseviae
pricessandsmoney.slteusuallyesoundse
insteadelikessomessorteofehi-teche
state-runecapitalismeplannedeands
administeredsby-workers’scouncilse
andeswhereeracism,ssexism,eetcehaves
disappeared.sThereeiseaschapterscallede
‘Imagine’swhereeKatchecomesenearerstoe
describingeassocialistesocietysthanemoste
Trotskyistsedosbutehesstillshedgesehise
betsehere,snoedoubtelestehessoundetooe
‘utopian’.
Theresisealsoeasslightlysoddechaptere

well-writtensandsproducedspocket-sizeds towardssthesend-onsreligion-wheresyous
booksthatmayewellsservesatsleastspartsofegetethesdistinctsimpression-heswantsstos
itsopurpose,But.thereoareosomeo lawse—e say-whatosocialists-think-—-thatoreligion-

andebigeones.
Katcheiseasmemberesofethe«Britishe
SWP’sesisterepartyeinstheeUSeandethes
bookeisshamperedebysthestypesofe
ideologicalebaggagesimpliedebysthis.«Ine
particular,eitefetishesethespastsfromeas
Leninistepointeofeviewsanderomanticisese

iseasdiversionsfromesolvingesociety’se
problemseandeinvolvessbeliefssthateares
notetenablesorecapablesofestandingeupetoe
scienti iceenquiry.eYeteheeclearlysdoesn'ts
wantstoeupsetethesfollowerseofslslamethes
SWPehavesbeenetryingetoscosyeupstosfore
yearse(onstheeusualeTrotskyistegroundse

‘workers'sstruggles’sinstheswaysfollowerss thatstheysthink-ansenemy-ofean-enemye

ofsLenineandeTrotskyeareswontestoedo.e
Thissisetheecaseswithemoreerecente

rebellionselikesthes’ArabsSpring’sbuteise
moreeseriouslyssoswithsthesBolshevike

mustebeeafriend).eSoeagaineheepullsehise

punches.
Alleineall,»sanothersmissedsopportunitye

fromeasTrotskyistewritereprobablye

RevolutionsineRussiasine1917+—eansiconicscapable-ofsbetter.

eventeforethesTrotskyisteleftewhiche

de inesstheireverysexistencesbutewhiche
hobblesetheireabilitystosbotheengage*
witheothereworkerseandedevelopeas

DAP
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No*RoomeforeDissent currenteeconomicecrisis.sThisedidenote incumbenteleaderships?*Wherechase
sitewellswitheSPEW?eleadersPetereTaaffe,» ‘democraticecentralism’«allowedepublice
andeafteresomeedebatestwoecriticsewerees dissent?

MarxisteWorldelssueele—Springe

2016.+£3.50+inc.sP&P+fromehttp:/ ‘inde-initeIy-su;pended’-and-eleven- Trotsky-answgred-at-a-BoIshevik-

marxistworld.net/journal/buy-the- endedeupeleaving. . party-congress-|n-1924-‘Comrades,.-

journal ThesLabourePartysaccounteincludeds  nonesofeuseswantsestosbesorecansbeerighte
hereeciseonesofsleft-wingsLabours againstetheeparty.sInetheslasteanalysis,e
members’sdisagreementsewitheright- thespartyeisealwayseright,sbecausesthes

wingeLaboursmemberse(businessease partyeisetheesoleshistoricaleinstrumente
Q MARXIST WORLD usualsinsthesLaboursParty)eandsthee thatethesworkingeclassepossessessfore
left-wingeauthoreconcludessbyeseeminge theesolutioneofeitsesfundamentalstasks.sle
happystosremaineonethisemerry-go- haveealreadyesaidethatenothingswoulde
round.eTheePetereTaaffeereprintearguese bessimplersthanetossaysbeforesthee
theeoldeCommunistePartyswasereformist,» partysthateallsthesescriticisms,eallstheses
MarxisteWorldusesthisstoeargueeSPEWe  declarations,swarnings,sandeprotestse
areereformist.eThesBernieeSanderse —ealleweresmistakensfromebeginningstoe
articleciseasgoodeexposésofeSanders,sbute end.slscannotesay+so,showever,.comrades,
boilsedownstheeproblemetostheswronge  becausesledoenotsthinkeit.slsknowsthatenos
leader,eneversconsideringethateleaderse  onescancbesrighteagainstesthesparty.slteise
areeunnecessaryesifenoteharmful. onlyspossiblestosbesrightewithsthespartye

Thiseisetheseirsteissuesjournaleofethes
smallssplitsfromethesTrotskyisteso-calleds
‘SocialistePartysofeEnglandeandsWales’s
(knowneasesSPEW-eandenoteparteofsthes
WorldeSocialisttMovement)sostensiblye
overstheecauseseofeeconomicecrisis.sThee
journalscarriesearticleseonstheecharactere
ofeChina’seeconomy,sexperienceseinethee
LaboureParty,sMarx’sCapitalsBerniee

Sanders.easrenrintsofeanearticlesbyePetere Inefactethisegoesstostheshearteofe andsthrougheitesincechistoryshasenote
Taaff -"]’h -Gp KeROAd10°S 'yl' . thesproblemeofMarxiste\World swhoe createdeanysotherewayetoedeterminesthes
aare, e-Lreexshoagelossocialism, welcomesonlyeactivistseadheringetoe correcteposition.*Ande‘Wescansonlysbee

ElectroniceVotingeinsthesTradesUnionse
andeacbookereview.
MarxisteWorlcclaimseSPEWeholde

generalsideaseofe‘Marx,*Engels,sLenine  rightswitheandsbysthesParty,sforehistorys
andeTrotsky’.eTheyeclaimewillingnessetos haseprovidedesnosotherswayeofebeingeine

BN ‘joineanyerevolutionarysorganisation’s theeright’.
an-unde_rcon_sgmptlonlst-we_w-of- thate‘guaranteesegenuinesdemocratice Theslessoneheresweeshouldsconcludee
econom|c-cr|S|s,_-that-thereols-not- centralisterightseandefactionerightsebasede is:«don’tsswapeleaders,sespeciallysnote
enoughspurchasingspower-to-buy-backs oneopenesdiscussion.’sButswhereshase livingeonessforedeadeones.

commoditieseproduced,swhereasstheye
claimethes'tendencysofetheeratesofeprosite
toefall’ssincesthe«1970s*hasscausedsthes

‘democraticecentralism’seversalloweds DIW
factionseforelong?*Whereshase‘democratice
centralism’«allowedschallenginge

Exhibi'on Review

Grafters couldsbeccollectedsbysthescomfortablye Thereearesmanyeexcellentephotosehere,*
off,sbutstheesubjectseinethesesprobablye overeasrangeeofedates,sforsinstancesofspite

The+People’ssHistorysMuseum, s didenoteseesthesdevelopedsportraits.e browslasseseineWigansfrome1865,¢0ofsthee

Manchester Othersworkerseencounteredscamerase massiveslaboureinvolvedsineconstructinge
atetheshandseofsthes thesManchestere

ShipeCanal,sandesofeas
depressingesmoke-
enveloped<Bradforde
fromethee1940s.sTheslaste
Lancashireesminersearee
depictedeine1989,+assise
theelasteshifteateasdeepe
mine,sfromeKellingleye
ineYorkshireeine2015.¢
Theresiseeveneonesofeas
footballematchebetweene
., theepolicesandsofeiciale
miners’spickets,sfrome

policeswho,sfrome1865,¢
tookephotoseofeconvictse
withetheirecrimeselistede
(frequentlyslarcenysande
sleepingerough).e
Fromethee1870se
onwards,sworkerssweres
oftensincludedeinephotose
ofsfactories,ineorderetoe
emphasisesthessizesofe
thesmachinesetheysweree
workingeon.ePhotoseofe
groupseofeworkers,swhiche
hadeoriginatedeinegroupe 1985¢ineDerby.sManyeofe
photoseofesoldiers,sbecame thesrecentephotoseweree
commonefromethe+1880s,* takensbyethesexhibition’se
andswereeespeciallyspopulareinethesFirste curator,elan<Beesley.
WorldsWar,stoeshowstheswomeneworkerse  It'seasstimulatingedisplay,eshowinge
3 whoehadestakeneoverewhilesthesmeneweres howeevenssomethingsassapparentlys

John Bulmer: Mill girls, Elland, near Halifax  offesighting.eAsecamerassbecamescheaperunproblematiceasephotographinge
(1960) workersewereeablestoedocumentetheire memberseofsthesworkingeclasse

. _— ., owneliveseandesurroundings.sInsthes revealseunderlyingeissuessandepowers
pgrsued-m-an-exmbltlon-at-the-Peqple s ‘SovieteUnion’,sphotoseweresintendede relationships.e
HistoryeMuseumeineManchesterswhiche tosmakesworkersslookeheroic,sands PB

runs-until-August. somethingealongesimilarslinesshappeneds

Somevofsthe+earliestphotoseofeworkings; .+, e*WesteduringsthesSeconds\Worlds

peopleswerestakeneinestudiosesostheys War

Thesdevelopmenteofephotographye
followedshardsonethesheelssofsthes
IndustrialsRevolution,sbutedepictinge
workerseandeindustryewasenoteassimples
matter.eThesesanderelatedeissueseares

.197th Century Police mug-shot
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conclusion.

It would require several volumes to deal with every ‘solu”on’
which CND’ers have dreamt-up over the years. From World
Government or alignment with the ‘uncommi#ed Na"ons’
(some strange bedfellows in this lot), to ‘disengagement’
and the farcical ‘Steps Towards Peace,’ every straw has been

clutched at.
Anyway, even if it were possible, Capitalism
minus the Bomb would not solve the
problem of war; a world based on the
common ownership of the means of
wealth produc"on, alone, will do
that. So, being a%er something
fundamentally di'erent, we have
no alterna"ve but to oppose
CND.
One $nal point. We do not
deny the sincerity of many
campaigners; the energy and
ingenuity they displayed in tackling
a job they considered important
provided further proof that once
working men and women get on the
right track Capitalism’s days are numbered.

50 Years Ago
Eight years of CND

ALWAYS, THERE are groups in
protest against some aspect or
other of this social system.
CND’ers come into this
category. They leave
intact the very thing which spawned nuclear
reapons -the private property basis of
Capitalism -so their cause is hopeless.
Supposing the Bomb could be banned.
If two Na"ons, possessing the necessary
technical knowledge, should quarrel
seriously enough over the things wars are
really fought for — markets, sources of raw
materials, strategic Bases, etcard even
supposing they commenced $gh*“ng with
‘conven”onal,’ ‘moral’ weapons, would not the
losing side set its scien"sts to producing nuclear
weapons in order to stave o! defeat? If history is anything
to go by, the side which waginning would use the Bomb and
jus"fy this by claiming it had brought hos"li"es to a speedier

(from ar"cle by V.V.Socialist StandardApril 1966)

Socialist Party Publicalons

The Right to be Lazy
By Paul Lafargue

Picture Credits SOCIALIST STANDARDEX
p2: CND maeh - Geo! Charles (1909-2002)
Crea'"ve Commons CCO 1.0 Universal Public Doma|n FOR 2015
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p4: Anonymous, 2011, david_shankbone, CCA-SA 2.
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Folkestone area Discussion Group

If there is anyone interested in the
forma"on of a Discussion Group in the
Folkestone area, contact: spgb.ksrb@
worldsocialism.org or phone: 07971

A reprint of Marx’s son-in-law’s classic
text. Makes the clear point that any

p10-11:Blair, 2009, Jmiller1971, CCA-SA 3.0; Kagal
2014, Veni Markovski, CCA-SA 4.0; Nazarbayev an
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imaginary right to work under capitalism is
just a wage slave’s ‘right’ to be exploited.

To order this or any other publica"on
from the list below, complete the order
form on page 8 and send it to the freepost
address.
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Mee!lngs

For full details of all our meelngs and events see our Meetup site: h"p://www.meet-

up.com/The-Socialist-Party-of-Great-Britain/

Le#overs: An illustrated tour of the What do we say on the Euroreferendum?
remains of East Germany Commi$ee Room (upstairs), Chiswick
Speaker: Keith Scholey Town Hall, Heath"eld Terrace, W4 4JN.

Clapham Chiswick

Sunday3 April, 3.00 p.m. Tuesdayl9 April,8.00 p.m
The Socialist Party’s premises, 52 Clapham

High Street, London, SW4 7UN. Clapham

Sunday24 April,3.00 p.m.
Chiswick THE 1916 DUBLIN EASTER RISING
Tuesdayb April,8.00 pm A talk by guest speaker Dr lvan Gibbons,
Does it m&er who's the Mayor of Programme Director in Irish Studies at
London? St Mary’s University, Twickenham and a
Commi$ee Room (upstairs), Chiswick Director of Hammersmith Irish Cultural
Town Hall, Heath"eld Terrace, W4 4JN. Centre

LEEDS

Sundayl7 April 1.00 p.m.

Yorkshire Regional Branch

The Victoria Hotel, 28 Great George
Street, Leeds, LS1 3DL.

DONCASTER

Saturday30 April, 1.00 p.m.

Debate: “How can we oppose the Trade
Union Bill?”

Speakers:

Tosh McDonald: (Na!onal President ASLEF
and Labour Party member)

Bill Mar!n (Socialist Party)

The Socialist Party’s premises, 52 Claphamhe Brewery Tap, 7 Young Street,

Euston High Street, London, SW4 7UN.

Thursdayl4 April 8.00 p.m.

London elec!ons: why bother vo!ng? CANTERBURY

Venue: Func!on Room (upstairs), Cock  Saturdayl6 April from 12.00 Noon
Tavern, 23 Phoenix Road, Somers Town, Canterbury Street Stall

London, NW1 1HB In the Parade pedestrian precinct.

Facilitated by Bill Mar!n.

Declaralon of Principles

of the working class will involve the
emancipalon of all mankind, without
dis!nc!on of race or sex.

5. That this emancipalon must be the
work of the working class itself.

Object

The establishment of a system of society 6. That as the machinery of government,
based upon the common ownership including the armed forces of the nalon,
and democralc control of the means exists only to conserve the monopoly
and instruments for producing and by the capitalist class of the wealth
distribu!ng wealth by and in the interest taken from the workers, the working
of the whole community. class must organize consciously and
poli!cally for the conquest of the powers
Declara!on of Principles of government, nalonal and local, in
The Socialist Party of Great Britain holds order that this machinery, including
these forces, may be converted from an
1. That society as at present coinged is  instrument of oppression into the agent
based upon the ownership of the means of emancipa!on and the overthrow of
of living (i.e. land, factories, railways, etc.)privilege, aristocra!c and plutocra!c.

by the capitalist or master class, and the

consequent enslavement of the working 7. That as all poli!cal par!es are but
class, by whose labour alone wealth is  the expression of class interests, and
produced. as the interest of the working class is

diametrically opposed to the interests of
2. That in society, therefore, there is an  all seclons of the master class, the party
antagonism of interests, manifes!ng itself seeking working class emancipa!on must
as a class struggle between those who be hoslle to every other party.

possess but do not produce and those

who produce but do not possess. 8. The Socialist Party of Great Britain,
therefore, enters the "eld of poli!cal
3. That this antagonism can be abolished ac!on determined to wage war against
only by the emancipa!on of the working all other polilcal par!es, whether alleged
class from the dominal!on of the master labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls
class, by the conversion into the common upon the members of the working class
property of society of the means of of this country to muster under its banner
produc!on and distribulon, and their to the end that a speedy terminalon may
democralc control by the whole people. be wrought to the system which deprives
them of the fruits of their labour, and
4. That as in the order of social evolulon that poverty may give place to comfort,
the working class is the last class to privilege to equality, and slavery to
achieve its freedom, the emancipalon freedom.
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Doncaster, DN1 3EL

MANCHESTER

Saturdayl4 May, 2.00 p.m.

The EU Referendum

Speaker: Paul Benne$

The Unicorn, 26 Church Street,
Manchester, M4 1PW

Archway Street Stall

Saturday2 April- 11:00am - 1:00pm

In front of the Co-op, 11-19 Junc!on Road,
Archway, London N19 5QT

A few minutes from Archway tube on

the Piccadilly line. Including l&ee!ng for
Greater London Assembly elec!on and
plans for further such lea%e!ng.
Organised by North London Branch

Folkestone Street Stalifrom 12 noon
Saturday330 April- 12:00pm

Venue: Folkestone Town Hall, junc!on of
Sandgate Road and Guildhall Street, CT20
1DY. Direclons: About ten minutes walk
from Folkestone Central rail stalon

Should there be any di&culty "nding us on
the day please phone this number: 07971
715569 . Organised by Kent and Sussex
Branch.

Brighton Discussion Grou(y.30pm)
Tuesdayl0 May- 7:30pm - 9:30pm
Venue: The Brighthelm Centre (Pelham
Room - First Floor - li# available), North
Road, Brighton BN1 1YD

Direc!ons: About four minutes walk from
Brighton rail stalon. Buses to and from
nearby coastal towns and elsewhere run
un!l quite late.

EC Mee!ng

Saturday7 May, Socialist Party’s
premises, 52 Clapham High Street,
London, SW4 7UN. Correspondence
should be sent to the General Secretary.
All ar!cles, le$ers and nolces should be
sent to the Editorial Commi$ee.



The fullity of reformism

‘That new soccer ball you just bought
your child? If it came from China, it
could have been made by workers who
work up to 21 hours a day. That trendy
mineral makeup on your face? A child
in India could have spent long, hot days
mining the sparkly mica in it ... click on
SlaveryFootprint.org. The website is run
by a non-pro!t working to rid the world
of slave labor and human tra" cking.

By answering just a few ques#ons, the
website will tell yothow many slaves
work for you Child laborers around the
world make bricks, farm, weave rugs,
dive for !sh, work as pros#tutes and
soldiers, and dismantle toxic electronics.
It's es#mated that about 27 million
people work under slavery condi#ons
around the world, many with a direct
connec#on to something you own or
use right now’ (charlo$eobserver.com, 3

to understand capitalism and act to
overthrow it, li$le will change.

No war but the class war
‘Li$er has become a weapon of class
war in Britain, where a campaign urging

Another old parasite

According to government !gures releasd
earlier this year, up to 2.4 million Peopl
in Zimbabwe are described as food
insecure. The same cannot be said for
President Mugabe who ‘has already beg

people to Clean for the Queen has st#trredin charge for 36 years and, at 92, is the

both trash-#dying volunteers and howls
of anger. The campaign, backed by
charity Keep Britain Tidy, urges people
to spruce up their communi#es before
Queen Elizabeth II's 90th birthday, which
is being marked in June. What be$er
way could we show our gra#tude to Her
Majesty than to clean up our country?
the campaign asks on its website ...

But some !nd the idea of #dying up to
honor a hereditary monarch insul#ng.
Graham Smith of an#-monarchy group
Republic suggests the Queen put some
of her fortune into cleaning the streets
as a thank you for her years of privilege’

March). This site promotes social ac#visnmabcnews.go.com, 4 March). It is of no

not socialism, reform not revolu#on.
Socialists as individuals may eschew

un#l the majority of us wage slaves come

consequence who sits on the throne, or

world’s oldest serving head of state. Bu
the veteran leader says he is not done
yet. Mugabe plans to live un#l he is 10Q
and indicated that he would remain
president for life... (newsweek.com, 4
March). We are informed that a 92kg ca
was shared with his entourage and 92
balloons were released on the occasio
his &1m birthday bash. This in a countr
where the average life expectancy is 57
years and over 70 percent exist below t
poverty line. There is no reason for our
class to celebrate with formdreedom
Ighter Mugabe on the anniversary of
Zimbabwe’sndependencdater this
month.

whether a republic is established. NothingUNacceptable
meat, Microso%, or motor cars, but know will change as long as capitalism reigns. That the United Na#ons has a long list {

failures comes as no surprise to socialig
knowing that the 99 percent worldwide
experience war and wantendemic
features of capitalism. Recent addi#ons
this list include new allega#ons of sexus
exploita#ton and Zero Discrimina#on D3
‘... commemorated on March 1, there
was an implicit commitment by the 193
member states to abhor all forms of
discrimina#on...including against wome
minori#es, indigenous people, gays
and lesbians and those su'ering from
AIDS. But apparently there seems to b
one notable excep#on — refugees and
migrants ... (ipsnews.net, 3 March). Jo
Boyd Orr, former director of the Food a
Agriculture Organisa#on, was candid in
sta#ng: ‘a world of peace and friendshif
a world with the plenty which modern
science had made possible was a great
ideal. But those in power had no pa#en
with such an ideal. They said it was not
prac#cal poli#csTaily Herald29 July
1948).
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