GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE

2004

2003 for the Party could be characterised as a year in which as well the sort of
activities that the Party, its Branches and its Departments will do in any given
year, in the main, the Party in this country was primarily concerned with making
preparations and plans for activities and publications in 2004 to mark the
hundredth anniversary of the founding of our Party. Plans are underway to
produce a book which will be made up of an anthology of articles from a
hundred years of the Socialist Standard. The Editorial Committee of the
Socialist Standard have been commissioning articles and preparing material for
Special Anniversary issues of the Socialist Standard for June and September
2004. Plans are also underway for the Party to produce its own video, and this
year a committee has been put in place to organise an event in London on June
12" 2004 to celebrate our Centenary.

Other activities undertaken in 2003 included the Party contesting local elections
in the North East; the Publications Dept continuing to publish reprints of
Marxian classics such as Anton Pannekoek’s Marxism and Darwinism and Paul
Lafargue’s The Right to be Lazy, as well as making preparations for the
publication of the Are We Prisoners of Our Genes pamphlet; the continued
publication of the African Socialist, written and edited by comrades in Africa;
and the Party’s ability to step up its activity in light of the outbreak of war in the
Middle East last March. This activity included Party members attending the
demonstrations in London, Glasgow and elsewhere and distributing thousands of
leaflets where we stated our class conscious objection to a war generated by
conflict inherent within capitalism. In response to the outbreak of the war in
Iraq, the Executive Committee produced a statement explaining our position and
the Party conducted a discussion on the issue of the war on our email discussion
list, SPOPEN.

A Report to Conference should be a balance sheet of activity for the year, and
we, therefore, have to acknowledge the difficulties that the Party faced in 2003
in relation to our Companion Parties. In April of 2003, we received notification
from the World Socialist Party of India that they had decided to disaffiliate from
ourselves and affiliate to the ‘Ashbourne Court Group’, the organisation made
up of two former Branches of our Party that had been expelled in the early
nineties for persistent undemocratic behaviour within the Party. The matter of
the Indian Party’s decision was discussed at our 2003 Conference and delegates
took the decision then that the Party would reply to the Indian Party’s
disaffiliation document, correcting the misunderstandings and errors of fact
contained within their document, and asking that the Indian Party reconsider



their decision on the matter. The Indian Party took the decision of not even
formally replying to our document, and we only learned of their decision not to
reply through a third party.

It is my personal opinion that they chose not to reply to our statement because
by doing so they would have had to acknowledge the quite substantial errors of
fact that were contained within the pages of their own disaffiliation document.

The other Overseas matter that was particularly significant was the revelation in
July that our sister organisation in the Ukraine, the World Socialist Party of the
Ukraine, was in fact a Trotskyist organisation affiliated to the Committee for a
Workers International which had chosen to undertake a fraud against political
groups in the West by pretending to be sympathetic to these various groups and
taking on affiliation status to gain funding for their own activities. The details of
this fraud have already been well documented in the minutes of the August and
September 2003 EC minutes, which are available on request, but it should be
restated that we were the organisation in the west who, on discovering this
fraud, made public all that we knew on the matter and ensured that matter got
dealt with as quickly and as painlessly as possible. This Ukrainian group
targeted at least fifteen groups in Europe and the United States — including
organisations such as the De Leonist Socialist Labour Party in America and the
Ashbourne Court Group - and it was through our swift reaction on this matter
that this group was exposed and they were expelled from their own
International.

D. O’Neil (General Secretary 2003).

CENTRAL ORGANISER’S REPORT TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2004

There is not a great deal to report for 2003. I arranged with the Head Office
Assistant to circularise all members who were geographically isolated, but
received a poor response. One member was put on the list for the letter writing
publication “Revolution”, another wrote about activity in his area.

In Ireland there is some interest among members. One possible development is
the adapting of the Introducing the SPGB leaflet to be Introducing the WSP
(Ireland) leaflet. They seem keen on distributing leaflets at demonstrations. |
will pass over the relevant correspondence on this item when my successor is
appointed.

R. Donnelly (Central Organiser 2003)



TREASURER’S REPORT TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2004

The accounts presented herein represent a simple-collation from the monthly
accounts as presented to the EC throughout the year. Any errors unnoticed at
the time of publication are errors of compilation, and the figures presented are
substantially correct. Hopefully, the auditor will have had time to examine these
figures in time for conference itself; but I felt it better that some sort of account
went out now rather than my unfortunate habit of prior years of finishing the
reports in time for the day of conference itself.

Our finances remain healthy, though we are still relying heavily upon donations
rather than activity generated income.

Hopefully the new Treasurer will be able to keep a more accurate hand on the
details of our accounts.

B. Martin (Treasurer 2003).



REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO THE ANNUAL
CONFERENCE OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY 2004: ON THE
ACTIVITIES OF DEPARTMENTS AND SUB-COMMITTEES IN THE
PREVIOUS YEAR

MEMBERSHIP DEPARTMENT

Applications from overseas have decreased markedly and "home" applications
are also reduced. @ The numbers for applications dealt with during the year
01.01.02 to 31.12.02 are given in brackets.

Membership Applications

Number of overseas applications from: 01.01.03 to 31.12.03 was three (22) and
one (10) of these has been accepted.

Number of U.K. applications from: 01.01.03 to 31.12.03 was 5 (16) and four (6)
of these have been accepted.

There are seventeen applications outstanding.
A. Pitts, B. Malcolm, D. Porter.

ELECTION DEPARTMENT

The Party has contested no elections since we last reported, to 2003 ADM.
We are, however, planning the Party's intervention in two coming events:
1. The European Elections on Thursday 10 June. Here, in view of the cost, we
don't imagine that any branch will ask to contest or that the EC would agree
to the expenditure. What we propose is the distribution of a leaflet, not
just in Britain but also in as many other EU countries as we have people on
the ground: this would be Ireland, Denmark, Sweden, Germany, Holland,
Belgium, France and possibly Poland, Spain and Italy. The text of the
leaflet would be the same but translated into the appropriate language.
2. The coming general election (which is talked about for next year, but
could even be in 2006). We are providing organisational support for South
London's proposal to contest Vauxhall constituency (where HO is) and suggest
that the London mayoral elections (which take place on the same day in June
as the European elections) would be a good occasion to start to make our
intention and presence known. Ideas include targeted distribution of leaflets on



‘What we mean by common ownership’ to promote at least one open air and
possibly some indoor meetings.

A proposed action plan for the Vauxhall campaign is before London branches.
A. Buick, B. Martin.

PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT

- None to hand.

SOCIALIST STANDARD PRODUCTION COMMITTEE

We have not much to report to our last six-monthly report, to ADM 2003. The
routine month-in-month-out work of producing the Standard has continued,
involving soliciting articles, typing them, editing them, designing and laying-out
the Standard, doing the front page, keeping the list of subscriber up-to-date,etc.

As this year is the 100th anniversary of both the Party (June) and the Standard
(September) we are planning two special issues to mark these two events. The
main one will be in June. Here we are proposing at least a 40-page issue with a
glossy front cover. A price has yet to be fixed. Nearly all the articles are in (in
fact we may have too many) and work on the lay-out and design should be well
under way by Conference at Easter.

P. Bennett, O. Bond, A. Buick, M. Hess, D. Perrin, J. Vein, S. Wigley.

WORLD SOCIALIST CORRESPONDENCE CLUB

Membership stands at 105. Most new requests for membership come with
applications to join the Party, Even if people aren't accepted as members of
the Party they are still enrolled in the WSCC in the hope that by
corresponding with socialists they will increase their knowledge and
understanding of the case. Aims for the year are to conduct a survey of
members to find out how much actual corresponding is going on and to try and
gauge the level of activity people are engaged in. This will happen if the
Party agrees it is a worthwhile venture and is prepared to cover the costs
of postage and stationary(at the same time as the address list goes out).A
mailing list exists which makes a mail out reasonable easy. Estimated budget
around £150.



BALLOT COMMITTEE

The annual ballot was held, and 118 members voted.

M. Browne.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

The library continues to be well used; and due to numerous donated books in the
last year has been able to include regular additions on the shelves and, at the

same time, stay well within its budget.

The latest library list can be supplied on disc to any branch or member requiring
a copy.

The committee is up to two people again and as a result further improvements
are expected in the next twelve months, a plan will be circulated separately.

One regular problem, however, is caused by members not always adhering to the
correct procedure when borrowing or returning books (members, please take
note).

N. White, B. Martin.

AUDIO VISUAL DEPARTMENT

- None to hand.

STANDING ORDERS

The work of preparing and organising Conference and ADM was carried out.
M. Browne.

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

We continued the series of weekly adverts in 3 Big Issues: London, Wales and
North. These produced replies which the Enquiries Dept. handled and will
provide the figures for (Not to hand at time of report). This year we propose to
reduce this weekly advertising in the BI and seek to advertise the events planned
around 2004.



M Browne S. Parker.
ENQUIRIES DEPARTMENT

Enclosed below are the enquiry figures for 2003. The Department have tried to
break the figures down as much as possible so that members can gauge from the
figures what areas have been our most effective areas for advertising.

Party members will inevitably draw comparisons with enquiries figures of
previous years to judge how successful our advertising and other general activity
has been in 2003, but the Enquiry Dept will repeat what it has said in previous
years: We have to take the Enquiry Dept figures in conjunction with the figures
provided by the Internet Dept of how many people visit our websites month on
month. It is now the case that people coming into contact with the Party through
advertising, through Party leaflets and through other Party literature can now go
direct to our websites to read about our politics, as opposed to yesteryear when
they would have to contact the Party direct for more information. There is
enough anecdotal evidence to hand to show that far more people are responding
to both our advertising and our leaflets, than these figures below suggest. The
Dept hopes that members will take that observation into account.

At the moment, there are two Party members on the Department. The division of
labour is that one member processes the enquiries, whilst the other member
takes on the responsibility of dealing with those enquirers who either require
answers to specific questions, or wish to enter into correspondence and/or
discussion, following receipt of our information pack.

As the figures below indicate, in recent years the Advertising Department have

been placing ads which primarily offer the free three month subscription to the

Socialist Standard, rather than the standard information pack. However, when

we do get requests for information packs, the following material is sent out to

enquirers:

* The current Socialist Standard, plus recent back issue.

* The introductory pamphlets ‘Socialist Principles Explained’ and ‘From
Capitalism to Socialism’.

* Two handouts that were previously produced for Party activities: 1) ‘Real
anti-capitalism’, which is a collection of articles reproduced from the
Socialist Standard which deal with issues such as the Tobin Tax;
Globalisation and the ‘anti-capitalist’” movement. 2) A collection of articles,
again taken from the Socialist Standard and Party pamphlets that deal with



why we are different from the left-wing of capitalism. Articles include:
contrasting Marx’s views with those of Lenin’s; the chapter from the Market
System Must Go pamphlet explaining our opposition to vanguard politics; an
editorial from the Socialist Standard that deals with emergence of the
Scottish Socialist Party and the reprint from 1920. ‘A Socialist View of
Bolshevist Policy.” We do have plans to possibly update or refresh both these
handouts in the coming months.

* Also, if the enquirer indicates an interest in a specific subject we will try and
send material dealing with that subject.

The Department has also on occasion last year contacted previous enquirers in a
particular area to advertise a Party event or day school in their locality, and we
have plans to use the opportunity of our one hundredth anniversary, and the
forthcoming Party book, to contact previous enquirers in the coming months
inviting them to take out a subscription to the Socialist Standard and/or get in
contact with the Party.

In 2003 we received 417 enquiries

SEX

Male —297

Female — 120

REGION

Greater London 81
North West 47
Home Counties 68
North East 14
Wales/South West 50
South Coast 23
East Anglia 21
Midlands 44
Northern Ireland 2
Scotland 17
Overseas 9

Yorkshire & the North 43



SOURCE

Source Total Enquiries 3- First & | 3-Free & | 3-Free 3-free,
Enquiries Free | second | enquiry & enquiry, sub
enquiry full and/or
sub to | membership
Stand
ard
Big Issue 93 1 79 7 1 2 3
London (1 member)
Big Issue 66 1 57 5 3
North
Big Issue 19 16 1 2
Cymru
Socialist 55 18 6 8 3 17 3
Party/Socialist
Standard
Party 63 8 7 2 45 1
Leaflets
Internet 42 29 2 5 1 2 3
(2 members)
Glastonbury 62 61 1
Telephone 17 15 1 1
D. O’Neil
INTERNET DEPARTMENT

SPGB Website (www.worldsocialism.org/spgb)

The online Socialist Standard continues to appear at the start of the month, and
sometimes towards the end of the previous month.

The  downloads  section  has  been
http://www.worldsocialism.org/spgb/downloads

extensively  updated  at

Many pamphlets have been added and more are on the way. The Archives page
contains important articles from the Socialist Standard since  1904.The
Centenary page contains the articles which will make up the book A Hundred
Years of Socialism. The Overview page has articles from the Socialist Standard
on socialist theory. The Translations page has foreign language translations from
Socialist Standard in the years 1904-1915.



http://www.worldsocialism.org/spgb/downloads

WSM Website

Only a few, relatively minor, additions have been made to the WSM site in the
past year. Work is, however, in progress on a new design for the site, in
collaboration with a comrade from the WSPUS. Hopefully, there will be more
developments to report in time for ADM in October.

The idea of a ‘world news’ section of the site was (once again) discussed on the
spintcom forum but this very worthwhile idea needs members to contribute
written material that is global in it’s perspective. The Socialist Standard has a
strong British-bias and it would be good to see more articles written for the
WSM website (that could of course also appear in the Standard).

Website access and enquiries

The number of different visits to worldsocialism.org continues to rise. In
February 2004 it was 46793, of which 2211 lasted more than 1 minute. The site
has a top 3 positioning when the word ‘socialism’ is typed into google, the
world’s top search engine.

The number of email enquiries remains quite small (approximately 10 per
month). Rob Stafford continues to co-ordinate the responses to enquiries.

This year the SPGB site has benefited from the help of Matt Culbert.
If anyone else would like to help with our work then please let us know.

M. Culbert, W. Dunn, D. Greenwood, L. Higgins, R. Stafford
CAMPRAIGNS DEPARTMENT

- none to hand.

VIDEO PRODUCTION DEPARTNMENT

The department spent the whole of last year producing a script for the proposed
video. Although it was accepted by the EC at a meeting in January, it met with
much opposition within the party. I myself spent two months writing and
phoning around trying to organise shoot venues and to secure the participation
of academics in the video, but with little success. The script has now been
shelved and a new script is being prepared. Cde Taylor, our video production
expert and whose equipment we had access to, has since resigned from the Party



but is still keen to see that the video and others are seen through to completion
and will still be offering her film production services. One idea we do have is to
take the camera equipment to Conference this year and carry out filmed
interviews with as many members as possible, if only for our historical records.

J. Bissett
OVERSEAS CONTACTS DEPARTMENT

Further to OCD report to ADM 2003 there is nothing of a positive nature I can
impart to Conference. The Department has no current members and 2004 ended
with the revelation, following a thorough investigation, that our Zimbabwe
organiser was a fraud. That this came months after the revelation that the
Ukrainian group was also a scam has made me seriously re-consider our efforts
overseas for the time being. From ADM until my departure from the OCD I
made no attempts to find new contacts overseas.

J. Bissett

PREMISES COMMITTEE

- None to hand.

TECHNOLOGY OFFICER

Further to my ADM 2003 report I have little to inform Conference. The HO PCs
are maintained in good working order and our anti - virus and firewall software
is sound. There were no major hardware acquisitions last year in spite of the EC
granting the Tech Officer £2000 to spend on hardware. We have had problems
at HO recently with our printers and, considering we do produce a lot of our
own leaflets at HO and need to print our good master copies, I would
recommend that we invest in a top of the range laser printer .

J. Bissett

HEAD OFFICE ORGANISER
Business continues as usual.

S. Wigley.

SPINTCOM & SPOPEN MODERATOR



Business continues as usual.
S. Wigley.

OTHER DEPARTMENTS NOT REPORTING AND NOT ON
PRELIMINARY AGENDA.

ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT ; AFRICAN SOCIALIST ; RESEARCH
DEPARTMENT ; PRODUCTION FOR USE COMMITTEE ; LEGACIES
DEPARTMENT .



